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The Hon. R. F. Hutch ison; Birds are
more than ornamental.

The Hon. E. C, HOUSE: They are orna-
mental in the eyes of the Government. I
would join with Mr. Jack Thomson; I am
very unhappy about this clause. I think
the move will set a precedent because the
Government took one line of action in
1966 and has virtually reversed that de-
vision .

The Hon. I. G. Medcalf: Are-people still
living at Two People Bay?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Only the
research officer.

The Hon, 1. 0. Medcalf: What about all
the holiday houses?

The Hon. E. C. HOUSE: They have
gone. The Government insisted that they
go so that the owners would not disturb
the noisy scrub bird. That is the point I
am trying to make: when it suits the Gov-
ernment on one occasion it can evict the
people: and on another occasion it puts in
a cleaning factory. That is an important
point.

From past experience we know the con-
tentious issues which can arise between
shire councils *and salmon fisheries, with
their cleaning sheds. The Minister cannot
deny that. Trouble has been caused in
other areas because swimmers have dis-
turbed the salmon, and the shire councils
have objected to the state of the cleaning
sheds. So it goes on. This present move
by the Government is not popular from
the public point of view.

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: That does
not necessarily make it an unjust move-

The Hon. E. C. HOUSE: No. I did not
use the word "unjust."

The Hon. 0. C, Macsinnon: I did.
The Hon. E. C. HOUSE: I support the

Bill in principle but I shall also support
Mr. Jack Thomson in his move on clause
14, relating to the noisy scrub bird reserve
at Two People Bay.

THE HION. F. R. H. LAVERY (South
Metropolitan) [5.43 p.m.]: I wish to comn-
ment on two clauses of this Bill. First of
all I refer to the reserve at Malcolm. It
has been set apart for the purpose of a
racecourse and the land will be now re-
vested in the Crown and transferred to
the Leonora Shire Council for the purpose
of a commons.

I know that part of the country very
well and I am wondering what is going to
happen with regard to mineral exploration
in the district. Is this move not a. little
premature?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The land
will be used as a commons and can be
returned.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I also wish
to refer to clause 17. The reserve involved
is, for the time being, part of the V're-
mantle public cemetery. The trustees wl

be authorised to lease to the Australian
Wool Bureau, established by the Wool Use
Promotion Act of 1953, of the Parliament
of the Commonwealth, an area of land
comprising 27 acres, 3 roods, 7 perches.
This is, or could be, a very valuable piece
of real estate.

I draw the attention of the House to
the fact that the Fremantle CeMetery
Board has already surrendered a fair area
of the cemetery reserve to the Main Roads
Department for the extension of the dual
carriageway from High Street down to
Stock Road and cemetery land is in short
supply. We should watch this carefully.

The area of 27 acres vested in the Fre-
mantle Cemetery Board has the wool sheds
situated on it, and already the Egg Mar-
keting Board, on a site embracing seven
acres, intends to erect a building. If this
trend continues, and the area controlled
by the Fremantle Cemetery Board is to be
further restricted, what land, in the future,
will remain for use as a cemetery?

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon (Minister for
Health).

House adiourned at 5.47 p).m.

Wednesday, the 5th November, 1969

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m.. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (35): ON NOTICE
1. LOCAL GOVERNMENT

PerthI Shsire Councillors
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Is it a fact that those persons

-or some of them-who were re-
turned as councillors of the Perth
Shire Council approximately six
months ago are still unaware of
their terms of office?

(2) What factors are responsible for
this unusual and unsatisfactory
situation?

(3) How, when, and by whom is the
position likely to be resolved?

(4) What action is proposed in order
to avoid a repetition of such a
state of affairs in any local auth-
ority?

Mr. NAILDER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Questions relating to the deter-

mnination of the terms of office
of members are awaiting decision.
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(3) The matter is to be heard in
Chambers before the Chief Just-
tices at 2.15 p.m. this afternoon in
No. 7 Court.

(4) No action is contemplated at pre-
sent.

2. TAIS
Applicants for Plates

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
for Transport:
(1) When additional taxi plates were

offered for sale last year were
taxi radio operators acceptable as
eligible applicants?

(2) Is it a fact that these people in
the recent taxi plate sale were
initially regarded as acceptable,
but were excluded lust prior to
the closing of applications?

(3) What are the reasons for this
change of policy?

(4) If the circumstances are at vari-
ante with what is suggested in the
foregoing questions, what is and
was the actual position regarding
taxi radio operators seeking to
Purchase taxi Plates under the
70 per cent. formula?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Those base operators who quai-

fled by five Years full time taxi
driving and driving at date of ap-
plication were accepted, and those
who did not meet those qualifica-
tions were rejected.

(3) A legal interpretation of the
Taxi Car Regulations enabled the
board to accept those base opera-
tors who qualified.

(4) Answered by (2) and (3).

3. This question was postponed.

4. EDUCATION
School Uniforms

Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Can aL teacher enforce the wear-

ing of a full school uniform, In-
cluding regulation shoes, at all
times?

(2) If (1) is "Yes", does this apply
to public examinations and school
sports days?

(3) If (2) is "Yes", does this mean
that a student not in a school
uniform can be prevented from
sitting for a Public examination
or attending a school sports day?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) No, but students are encouraged

to wear uniforms.
(2) See answer to (1).
(3) No such restrictions would apply.

5.

6.

8.

EDUCATION
Commonwealth Science Blocks

Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister
for Education:

Can he advise the location of the
Commonwealth science blocks to
be built in this financial year?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Merredin.
Hamilton.
Armadale.
Balcatta.
Northam.

EDUCATION
Demountable Classrooms

Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister
for Education:

Does he know how many de-
mountable classrooms will be
required at the commencement of
the 1970 school year; if so. how
many?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Yes, a minimum of 41.

7.ADOPTION OF CHILDREN ACTr
1964 Amendments

Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Min-
ister representing the Minister for
Justice:

Is he now able to advise when
the 1964 amendments to the
Adoption of Children Act will be
proclaimed?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
The rules necessary are now in
the course of preparation.

FISHING
Shark Bay,

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Fish-
eries and Fauna:

What was the total catch of-
(a) whiting;
(b) snapper;
(c) other fish;
in the Shark Bay area for each
of the years, 1964, 1965, 1966,
1967, and 1968?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Statistical data is collected using
a grid system measure 1' x 1'.
The following figures give the
production for scale fish for the
whole of the Shark flay waters
including those off Carnarvon. and
those surrounding Bernier, Doore,
and Dirk Hartog Islands:-

WhIting Snapper Other Total
lb. lb. lb. lb.

1964 ... 389,014 947,354 714,115 2,051.03
1965 ,. 352.651 551,368 906.893 1,810.912
1966 .... 355,815 402.078 7893,738 1,541.631
1967 .... 329.782 349,144 652,045 1.331.572
1968 .... 300.354 246.985 734,151 1.281,490
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9. ROCK LOBSTER TAILS
Prices in the United States

Mr. CASH asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Fisheries and
Patina,
(1) What have been the fluctuations

in the prices paid for Australian
rock lobster tails in the United
States between June, 1969, and
the 1st November, 1969?

(2) What have been the reasons for
recent price changes, and what
has been their effect on the in-
dustry?

(3) What figures are available regard-
ing present cold storage holdings
of Australian rock lobster tails?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) October issue of Australian Fish-

eries states that in June, 1969, the
price paid for Australian rock
lobster tails reached a record high
of $3.75 per lb.. but that the price
started to fall in July. The trend
accelerated in August and by early
September prices were down to
$2.95 per lb.

(2) (a) According to Shlellsh Situa-
tion and Outlook published by
the U.S. Bureau of Commer-
cial Fisheries the price has
fallen probably as a result of
a reduction in expenditures
in the U.S.A. following food
price increases. Restaurants
are reputed to be cutting
back purchases of foodstuffs
rather than raise their menu
prices.

(b) The effect on the industry
has been one of financial con-
cern at both fishermen and
processing establishment level.

(3) Data on holdings in U.S.A. of
Australian rock lobster tails not
available. Cold storage holdings
for all countries were 8.500,000 lb.
on the 1st August, 1969. This
figure is 60 per cent. higher than
at the same date in 1968.

10. TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Blind People: Special Equipment

Mr. CASH asked the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Reverting to his answer to part

(2) of my question of the 30th
October, 1968, have inquires been
completed into the availability of
special equipment for assisting
blind people to use pedestrian
traffic lights?

(2) Have inquiries been made in
countries other than Australia and
New Zealand?

(3) If not, is he aware that a Japanese
traffic safety research centre in
Okayama City has produced a

1.

safety device consisting of a steel
cylinder which, when linked to
the conventional traffic light
system, vibrates when the 'walk"
light is green?

(4) if (3) is "No"1  will he have
further inquiries made?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes, inquiries are presently being

made regarding special equipment
available in the United States of
America.

(3) No.
(4) Yes.

STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION
Resignations

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Electricity:

What is the-
(a) number;
(b) classification1
of persons who have resigned from
the State Electricity Commission
since the 1st January, 1969?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(a) and (b) -

Professional officers ....
Clerical (males) ..
Clerical (females) ..
Lineman's assistants ..
Labourers ..
Tradesman's assistants
Plant cleaners ....
Tradesmen
Linemen ... ...
Plant operators .. ..
Storemen
Sundry classifications

12.

8
41
56

263
247

33
36

155
17
13
20
56

945

HOUSING
Single Units; Criteria

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
liousing:

Further to my question of the
10th September-
(1) Have all applicants at present

listed for single unit accom-
modation with the State
Housing Commission been
advised of the criteria for
assistance currently applic-
able?

(2) What is the present criteria?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) All applicants outside the cri-

teria have been advised. It
is not proposed tn advise those
applicants within the cri-
teria.
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(2) The criteria requires the ap-
plicants to-
(a) be at least 60 years of

age;
(b) be 'in receipt of income

not exceeding the equiv-
alent of aged pension plus
supplementary rent allow-
ance;-

(c) be of sound health and
capable of living in a
community project for
elderly women;

(d) have a proven need for
improved accommodation,
and

(e) have liquid assets not
exceeding $250.

13. STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Extension

Mr. BURKE asked the minister for
Railways:
(1.) Is the Government considering

any proposal to extend the
standard gauge railway to the
coast north of the city?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) at approximately what point

is it intended that the line
will branch off the present
standard gauge line;

(b) at approximately what point
(miles north of Fremantle)
will it meet the coast?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

14. GRAHAM FLATS
Concessions

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Why are not rent concessions

applicable to persons resident on
the top floor of Graham flats?

(2) Would he consider extending
these concessions to Persons at
present in residence who, because
of age or invalidity, have their in-
comes reduced?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) All tenants when allocated third

storey flats in "Graham" are in-
formed that no rental concessions
will be allowed. The form of
tenancy agreement signed by ten-
ants allocated the third storey
flats does not contain any pro-
vision permitting rebated rentals.
This condition has obtained ever
since these flats were first occu-
pied in December, 1958.

Departing from the written
answer, a perusal of the draft
notes prepared for the opening
ceremony in December, 1958, by
the then Minister for Housing
(The Hon. H. E. Graham) shows
that they included statements to
this effect.

(2) The commission is prepared to
transfer to alternative accommo-
dation where rebated rentals are
allowed those third floor tenants
who cannot or who are not pre-
pared to pay the full economic
rental,

(3) Answered by (2).

1.5. NARROWS INT ERCHANGE
Estimated Height

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Works:

Further to my question of the
11th September, 1968, regarding
the estimated height above the
river high water marka of the
Narrows interchange-
(1) Has there been. any change

in the estimates given?
(2) Am I correct in assuming

from his reply of that date
that the maximum height of
any obstruction will be 58 feet
(the highest structure)?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes, but as announced by me

earlier in the year construc-
tion of the third level and
highest bridge has been de-
ferred.

16. MITCHELL FREEWAY
Hamilton interchange

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What was the original estimate

of cost for the Hamilton inter-
change section of the Mitchell
Freeway?

(2) What was the price successfully
tendered?

(3) What was the original estimate
of cost of the Mitchell Freeway?

(4) What is the present estimate (ap-
proximate) ?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) The original estimate for Contract

IA was $3,080,000. This included
the relocation of utilities and the
construction of temporary works.

(2) $2,470,000 exclusive of ancillary
works.

(3) $41,400,000. This figure was pre-
pared by the department's con-
sultants In 196? and refers to
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work and the resumption of land
for the Mitchell Freeway extend-
ing from Wellington Street north-
wards to McDonald Street and in-
cluding the Hamilton Interchange.

(4) No reassessment of this estimate
has been prepared.

17. TROLLEY BUSES
Disposal

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) How many trolley buses has the

M.T.T. offered for sale?
Q2) How many have been disposed of?
(3) What price is being asked?
(4) Weuld he consider offering the

buses to charitable institutions or
similar bodies if it is found they
do not sell readily?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) 48.
(2) 4.
(3) Between $400 and $500 according

to the condition.
(4) This will be considered if sales are

not forthcoming.

18 and 19. These questions were postponed,

20. PERTH RAILWAY STATION:
LOWERING

W.A.D.C. Estimate
Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Railways:.
(1) Does he consider the western Aus-

tralia Development Corporation
figure of $6,900,000, for the
sinking Of two tracks with Pro-
vision for two. further tracks a
reliable estimate?

(2) In view of his expressed opinion
that future underground railways
could be located under streets
such as St. George's Terrace or
Newcastle Street. does he consider
it necessary to sink more than
two sets of lines at the central
railway station?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes, although the two track pro-

posal would require marshalling
facilities and a narrow gauge
freight line south of the river
which would increase the overall
costs to be in excess of $10,000,000
and would also incur additional
annual operating costs by the
W.A.G.R.

(2) This point is still being investi-
gated but indications are that it
would be advantageous to sink
more than two sets of tracks.

21. SURF BOARDS
Safety Measures

Mr. BURKE asked the Premier:
(1) Has the water safety division of

the National Safety Council made
any submissions to the Govern-
ment regarding action felt neces-
sary for the proper co-ordination
of manufacture and design of
surf boards?

(2) Is any action contemplated before
the ensuing summer season?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
(1) Yes, submissions have been re-

ceived. These are now being
examined by the departments
concerned with water safety.

(2) Further action will depend upon
this examination, the completion
of which is being expedited.

22. EDUCATION
Eastern Gold fields High Schtool

Mr. MOR asked the Minister for
Education:
(I.) Is it proposed to replace the exist-

ing Eastern Golddields High
School buildings?

(2) If "Yes", will he give details and
state where the new school wll
be located?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) and (2) There are no immediate

plans for replacement.

23 STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Passenger Trains

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) When is it anticipated that pas-

senger trains will commence run-
ning between Kalgoorlie and
Perth on the standard gauge line?

(2) Have the fares to be charged for
this journey been determined?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Commencement of the standard

gauge Passenger service is de-
pendent upon the receipt of roll-
ingatock currently under con-
struction.
However, the present position in-
dicates that it should be possible
to introduce a service approxi-
mnately July, 1970.

(2) No.

24. STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Kalgoorlie-Esverance

Mr. MOIRt asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Can he Indicate if there is a

reasonable possibility of a stand-
ard gauge railway being con-
structed between Kalgoorlie and
Esperance?
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(2) Can he give an outline of negotia-
tions with other parties to date?

(3) If an agreement can be reached,
when is it planned that construc-
tion will commence?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (3) The Government is anxious

to standardise the Esperance-
Kalgoorlie tine, but overall cost
will be an important factor. At
present a survey is being done alter
which tenders will be called in
an effort to ascertain accurate
estimates.
The Lake Lefroy project has made
a considerable sum available for
upgrading the line between Wid-
giemooltha and Esperance and
the Government made approaches
to other organisations for finan-
cial contribution. No negotiations
can be satisfactorily completed
until final estimates are known.
If agreement is reached we would
endeavour to proceed with stand-
ardisation as soon as practicable.

25. MINING FIELDS
Kimberley,

Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:
(1) Are the Kimberley and/or West

Kimberley districts proclaimed
mineral fields or goldfields under
the Provisions of the Mining Act?

(2) If "No', were the areas ever
Proclaimed or constituted as such
and later abolished?

(3) If "Yes", when and for what
reason were the fields abolished?2

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Kimberley and West Kimberley

are both proclaimed goldfields.
(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

26. MIDLAND ABATTOIR
Mutton Floor: Cooling System

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Did a strike take place at the

Bushmead abattoirs on Thursday.
the 30th October last, because fans
or a cooling system were not avail-
able on the mutton floor?

(2) Is it a fact that Industrial Com-
missioner O'Sullivan recommend-
ed fans or a cooling system to the
mutton floor in April last?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) A strike took place on Thursday,

the 30th October, because the men
demanded that portable fans be
placed on the mutton floor in ad-
dition to the fixed fans which had
previously been Installed.

27.

28.

(2) The Chief Industrial Commis-
sioner recommended In April, 1969,
that the board should install
equipment whereby cool air could
be distributed through the whole
of the work area of the mutton
slaughtering section of its abat-
toirs. The union has been advis-
ed that a system for a supply of
cool air would be installed on the
mutton floor to maintain a mini-
mum air temperature differential
of 10 0F, and it was anticipated
that this equipment would arrive
at the works before the end of the
year.

RAIL FREIGHTS
Bauxite

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What is the current rate for the

handling of bauxite?
(2) What was the previous rate?
(3) When was the new rate struck?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) For annual tonnages of-

2,160,000 to 2,860,000 tons, 1.5c
per net ton mile.

2,860,000 to 3,560,000 tons, 1.35c
per net ton mile.

In excess of 3,560,000 tons, 1.2c
per net ton mile.

(2) As shown In (1).
(3) Rates vary in accordance with the

escalation clause included in the
Alumina Refinery Agreement Act,
No. 3 of 1961, as amended.

RAILWAYS
Passenger Fares

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What is the current fare for pas-

sengers from-
(a) Midland;
(b) Fremantle;
(e) Armadale;
to Perth?

(2) What was the Previous fare for
the same places?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) As from the 1st November, 1969-

(a) 30c.
(b,) 30c.
(c) 45c.

(2) Prior to
(a) 25c.
(b) 25c.
(c) 40c.

the 1st November, 1969-
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HOSPITAL BEDS

Ratio
Mr. FLETCHER asked the minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) What is the ratio of hospital beds

--excluding obstetrics-in rela-
tion to population extending from
Bay View Terrace, Claremont, to
Mandurab on the south and
bounded by south shore of Swan
River and west shore of Canning
River?

(2) Does the ratio compare-
(a) favourably, or
(b) unfavourably.
with patients eligible for admis-
sion to Royal Perth Hospital?

(1)

(2)

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
2.6 acute general beds per 1,000
population.
Comparison is unreasonable. Royal
Perth Hospital admits patients
from the entire State.

NATIVES
Waterloo

Mr. 1. W. MANNING asked the
Minister for Native Welfare:

1) Is he aware of the unsatisfactory
water supply position of the two
native homes at Waterloo?

(2) Has the department any proposals
for the provision of a permanent
water supply for natives' houses at
Waterloo?

(3) If "No", what action is contem-
plated to resolve the current
highly unsatisfactory situation?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Yes. Urgent arrange-

mnents are being made to erect a
2.000-gallon tank on a 20-feet
stand to serve both houses. The
tank will be filled from a bore by
an automatic pump and will pro-
vide water for bathing, washing
and toilet purposes. Water for
drinking and cooking will be pro-
vided from the two 2,000-gallon
tanks which each house already
has.
I might add that these houses
were erected in November, 1968,
and despite the average rainfall
of 35 inches, the tanks never
filled. Also the original cisterns
were two-pint capacity, but later
six-pint cisterns were installed,
and this has accentuated the water
shortage. However, the shire
carted water to the empty tanks
earlier, and these houses are
already equipped with chip bath
heaters.

31.

I might add further that this lice
problem which gave rise to this
Question is not confined to
Waterloo, nor, by any means,
only to places without scheme
water. Goomalling has the same
problem and it has had scheme
water for years, as well as a hot
water system.

KING'S PARK DIRECTOR
Resignation

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Has he seen a Press report sug-

gesting that Dr. J. S. Beard. Dir-
ector of King's Park, could be
considering tendering his resigna-
tion?

(2) If sot has any such resignation
been tendered and were any
reasons given for such a move?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The president (Sir Thomas

Meagher) advises that the King's
Park Board has not received any
official advice of resignation from
Dr. Heard.

32. MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

33.

Annual Reports
Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Re my question of the 4th Novem-

ber, 1989, can he advise-
(a) where the Mental Health

Services reports for the years
ended 198 and 1969 are
available:

(b) if they can be inspected by
members of Parliament?

(2) Can a draft copy of such reports
be tabled before the printed re-
ports are tabled?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) (a) At Mental Health Services

head office.
(b) They are not yet in proper

form for inspection, but will
be so within 10 days.

(2) Yes.

"GILT DRAGOCN" COINS
Counterfeiting

Mr. HARMAN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is it a fact that the Police De-

partment has completed its in-
quiries into allegations of counter-
feiting of coins from the Gilt
Dragon about which pubicity was
given in June, 1989?

(2) If so, what was the outcome?
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(3) If not, what is the reason for
such- delay?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The legal aspects are being ex-

amined.
(3) Answered by (2).

"1TRYAL".

Historic Wreck

Mr. HARMAN asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has he seen a Press report in the

Melbourne Herald, page 22, dated
the 18th January, 1969, wherein
Mr. Alan Robinson Is alleged to
have stated that he is Interested In
the "Half ton of gold" aboard the
Tryal?

(2) Is Mr. Alan Robinson authorised
by the Museum to recover items,
from the Tryal?

(3) Is he and the Museum aware that
a person has recently endeavoured
to arrange to recover items from
the historic wreck Tryal?

(4) What action is being taken to
protect the wreck against plunder
and possible damage by this
person?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) There are good grounds for be-

lieving this was attempted.
(4) The police in Onslow and Roe-

bourne are keeping watch on boats
and persons in the vicinity of
these towns and the C.I.B. has the
co-operation of aircraft operators
-and in particular of WAPET-
in keeping the wreck site under
observation.

MINING
Western Australian School of Mines
Mr. MOIR asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:
(1) Will he state the alterations that

have taken Place at the Western
Australian School of Mines since
the institute of Technology took
over and which he recently stated
"made it virtually impossible for
the practical mining man to en-
rol"?

(2) Does he believe this is desirable?
Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) and (2) The reference to School

of Mines courses was made in
regard to the issue of second-
class mine managers' certificates
of competency, and should not be
taken out of context.

(75)

In the past the practical miner
would work up to, say, a position
of underground supervisor-
shift boss. To improve his posi-
tion, he could then attend the
School of Mlines. and study to
qualify for a second-class mine
manager's certificate of compet-
ency. Some subjects for this cer-
tificate are not at tertiary level,
and therefore will not in future
be available at the School of
Mines, which, as part of the West-
ern Australian Institute of Tech-
nology, will teach only subjects at
tertiary level. The required
standard for entry to the school
will in future be at University
Leaving standard, or its equiva-
lent.
Dicussions have taken place with
the Director of Technical Educa-
tion with a view to having sub-
jects at certificate level intro-
duced at the Kalgoorie Technical
School, which does not require
Leaving standard for enrolment.
To comply with the requirements
to qualify as a tertiary education
institution, it is necessary to raise
the standard for entry to the
School of Mines.
In future, students will do their
qualifying subjects at the tech-
nical school and then enrol at the
School of Mines.

QUESTIONS 15): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. CLOSE OF SESSION

First Period: Target Date
Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:

Is he in a position to indicate
when he thinks the business of
this first period of the session
may be concluded?.

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:

Well, we are always full of hope.
As I explained earlier, we wvill en-
deavour to finish on Friday, but
if it Is obvious we cannot do so by
a reasonable time on Friday even-
ing, we will sit again on Tuesday,
and, if necessary, on Wednesday
of next week.

2. CLOSE OF SESSION
First Period: Target Date

Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:
The Premier just mentioned Fri-
day evening, but I understood It
was not the intention to sit after
tea on Friday. Is that so?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
I am sorry. We will adjourn on
Friday evening before tea, if I
have to be precise.
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3. RAILWAY LAND
Sale

Mr. BURKE asked the Premier:
With reference to question 19 on
today's notice paper and which
he deferred, is he In a position
to indicate whether the Govern-
ment is awaiting information re-
garding the possible sale of rail-
way land in Perth?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
I could not say. I do not know
of any sales of railway land. I
am awaiting the answer to the
question.

4. MEAT INDUSTRY EMPLOYEES
Deputation to Minister for Agriculture

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

Is he yet in a position to say
whether he will receive a deputa-
tion from the meat industry em-
ployees who have been asking for
a deputation for over a month?

Mr. NALDER replied:
As I indicated to the honourable
member last week, I am awaiting
some detailed information from
the Abattoir Board. That has not
tome to band as yet, but when it
does I will inform the honiourable
member.

Mr. Brady: Thank you.

5. CLAREMONT HOSPITAL

Comnplaints

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
Has the Minister for Health or
the Government made any deci-
sion in respect of an inquiry
following certain allegations re-
garding activities at the Clare-
mont Mental Hospital?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
No, not to my knowledge; but I
do know the Minister for Health
is at Present giving this matter
consideration.

MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 4th November.
MR. BATEAN (Canning) [2.38 p.m.):

In speaking on this Bill which Is designed
to tidy up the Act, I would like first of
all to refer to the first amendment. "Corn-
mercial producer" under this Bill will
mean a producer 'who owns at least 250
head of adult female poultry, and so on.
Those on this side of the Rouse do not

oppose that amendment in any way. How-
ever, I1 feel that the amendment contains
only a minimum number which a producer
may have on his property. No mention is
made of any maximum and, therefore, I
believe that in the nat-too-distant future
we will have to amend the Act once again
in order to include a maximum.

The reason I suggest this is that too
many of the small poultry growers will be
overrun by the larger growers. We have,
for Instance, people like Peters and
Charles who have hundreds of thousands
of birds. This brings to my mind very
vividly the problem that confronted our
crayfishing industry some years ago. If
the situation had not been dealt with
then, but had been left as it was, we would
not have a era yfishing industry today.
The way we overcame the difficulty was
to impose a license, and I believe we will
have to license our poultry growers so
they will be protLected and in order to
bring about orderly marketing.

Mr. Nalder: We have orderly market-
ing of eggs now.

Mr. BATEMAN: I mean that the smaller
producer should get the same benefit as
the producer with the larger poultry farm.

Mr. Nalder: This is what happens today.
He gets the same benefits, exactly.

Mr. BATEMAN: There are many poul-
try farms in my electorate. Most members
will realise that my electorate is half
urban and half rural. On many occasions
1 have noticed run-down poultry farms. I
do not know whether they are run down
through bad management or inefficiency.
but I would like to show the Minister some
of those places. It is quite disheartening
to see some of the farmers trying to make
a go of things. They have to go out to work
and leave their wives at home to run the
poultry farms. Eventually, they go to the
wall because they cannot keep up their
payments. The biggest expense, of course,
is the feed bill.

I also realise that many poultry farms
are quite well run. One which I visited
today carries about 12,000 laying birds and
is very well run. It is a family concern
run by the father, the mother, the son,
and the daughter. They have their own
freezer and egg-grading system. They buy
their own wheat, grist it, and include
additives.

All poultry fanmers face problems, from
time to time, and those problems bring
about economic losses. I refer to diseases
such as coccidiosis, pink eye, and so on.
Over the Years such diseases have caused
losses to Poultry growers and some flocks
have almost been wiped out. The wise
poultry growers have taken the advice of
the Department of Agriculture and now
keep their birds in cages. The birds are
automatically fed and watered, andl are
kept away from their droppings. The eggs
automatically roll to the front of the cages.
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All those faculties add to the good man-
agement of the farms, and they also help
in the control of disease.

I would like again to refer to the high
cost of feed, which is a major problem
with poultry growers and egg producers.
Also, poultry growers who sell their eggs
to the Egg Marketing Board have to com-
ply with regulations. The eggs have to be
a certain weight and a certain size, and
the yolk has to be of a certain colour for
the producer to receive the colour bonus.

In the old days one threw a dipper full
of wheat out to the chooks, and perhaps
at night some Pollard was mixed with the
scrap~s. In spite of that I think the eggs
were bigger in those days and had a better
coloured yolk. I recall that as a small boy
I had to feed the chocks, and collect the
eggs. I can remember that the eggs were
quite different and they were not expen-
sive. However, the situation Is quite differ-
ent at the present time. Additives-and I
refer to whale meal, meat meaL bran, and
pollard-are required In the mixing of the
feed.

We have so much wheat in this country
at the present time that the bins are
bursting at their scams. I am sure that a
lot of that wheat will become infested with
weevils and will have to be thrown away
or otherwise disposed of. In some Way we
should be able to make a concession to
poultry growers so that they could Pur-
chase some of that wheat.

Mr. Nalder: Apparently you were not
in the House yesterday when we passed
the Wheat Industry Stabilization Act
Amendment Bill. That sill will allow a
concession to be given, probably up to 30c.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Thirty cents below
the cost of production!

Mr. BATEMAN: I would like to quote
some figures from the Federal Council of
Poultry Farmers' Associations of Australia.
The figures come from a summary of the
egg situation over the previous 16 years,
and is dated February, 1969. The reference
to the Australian return to producers over
the past 16 years shows that from 1952-53
to 1959-60 the average net return was
36.4c. For the period 1960-61 to 1967-68 the
average net return was 34.9c. Over the
same period the price to the consumer
hardly varied. In 1953 the price to the
consumer was 2.5c Per ounce, and in 1957
it had gone up to 2.68c per ounce. In
1962 the price was 2.76c per ounce, and
in 1968 the price was 2.62c per ounce. As
I said, there has been very little difference
with respect to the price to the consumer.

Mr. Nalder: Are those the Federal figures
for the all-States' average, or the figures
for Western Australia?

Mr. BATEMAN: They are the overall
figures.

Mr. Nalder: Have you got the State
figures?

Mr. BATEMAN: Not with me at the
moment. To continue, the problems as-
sociated with poultry growing involve the
fact that wages have doubled, the price
of feed has gone up 75 per cent. to 100 per
cent.-since 1964 It has gone up 23.1 per
cent.-and the price of equipment has gone
up between 150 per cent, and 200 per cent.
Poultry growers are no different from the
rest of us and have to pay rates, taxes, in-
surance, water, and fuel costs.

I would also like to quote from the
official newsletter of the Western Aus-
tralian Egg Marketing Board, dated July.
1969. The newsletter contains a reference
to the hen levy paid to the Common-
wealth Government for the four years
from 1965 to 1969. The levy is expected
to total some $37,050,000,000. In the same
period the members of the Council of
Egg Marketing Authorities of Australia
have recommended to the Commonwealth
Government that It make payments to the
State egg boards totalling $35,733,000,000,
and that a sum of $100,000 be set aside for
research.

I feel that a sum of $100,000 out of the
amount of levy which has been collected
is a very small amount to spend on re-
search. The Commonwealth and State
departments should get together and more
money should be made available for re-
search. Poultry is a multi-million dollar
industry, and is just as important as any
other industry in Australia or in Western
Australia.

Mr. Nalder: That is not all the money
that has been spent on research; that is
a special programme. State departments
are spending thousands of dollars on re-
search.

Mr. BATEMAN: The Department of
Agriculture has done a wonderful Job, and
I do not knock it. I congratulate the
research officers; they are a dedicated lot
of chaps. However, we must keep our
finger on the pulse with respect to re-
search in the poultry industry. If we do
not watch out we might lose a lot of small
growers who are just as important as the
large growers.

The other two amendments contained in
the Bill go more or less hand in glove.
Clause 3 deals with the appointment of
the chairman, and he will now hold office
for a period of three years. The chair-
man will not be appointed at the pleasure
of the Governor.

The Bill is a good measure and it is
interesting to note from the Minister's
remarks that both the Egg Marketing
Board and the Poultry Farmers' Associa-
tion of W.A. support the amendments.

The final amendment seeks to extend
the term of the Egg Marketing Board
itself to 1986. We on this side of the
House have no opposition to the amending
Bill. I certainly do not have any: I fully
support it.



[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. WV. A. MANXING (Narrogin) [2.51
p.m.]:. The Egg Marketing Board of Wes-
tern Australia is one that has a great re-
sponsibility in view of its large turnover
and its search for suitable markets. There
is such a small margin between failure and
success that a Very efficient board is
needed if the industry is to survive. I am
wholeheartedly behind the amendments
contained in the Hill.

The first amendment seeks to ensure that
the representative of the growers is really
a representative of the Industry and that
he has sufficient interest in it, financially,
to ensure that he gives of his best for the
benefit of the growers. The amendments
also seek to ensure that should this rep-
resentative leave the industry he_ must
relinquish his seat an the board. I under-
stand that this has been a weakness in
regard to board members in the past, and
the amendment seeks to overcome this
problem to ensure that the growers have
representation on the board.

The next amendment deals with the
term of office of the chairman of the
board. it seems to me that it Is advisable
to have in this office a person who is
always on his mettle to ensure that he
carries out his duties efficiently. The Bil
seeks to put him in a position similar to
that of a member of Parliament; that is,
he has to put himself up for election every
three years to ensure that he is keen to
carry on with the job. That is a rather
important factor.

The last amendment deals with the
extension of the term of the legislation
itself which, normally, would terminate In
about 16 months. An organisation such as
this would find it impossible to continue
with its activities if there was any doubt
as to when the Act would terminate,
especially when the board is planning
further additions to its building and an
extension of its activities at Fremantle.
Therefore it is highly important that the
term of office of the board be extended,
and I am wholeheartedly in favour of the
Bill.

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) (2.56 p.m.]: It is obvious that
members are satisfied with the explana-
tion given, and the reasons outlined, for
the amendments proposed in the Bill. The
member for Canning suggested that for
a person to become eligible to be niomina-
ted for a position on the board, the number
of fowls he owns should be limited by
fixing a maximum number. However, I
doubt whether such a suggestion would
be practicable. Taking the converse view;
that is, the minimum number of adult
laying hens a poultry grower can own,
and the additional stipulation that a
grower must also supply to the Egg Board
3,000 dozen eggs a year. this, In my view,
adequately covers the position.

As is known, there are those in the in-
dustry who keep poultry only as a side-
line; in fact, in some instances, fowls
are kept only as a hobby. There are other
people who keep fowls only for show
purposes. Nevertheless, I think those
people are doing an excellent job for the
industry, because they are fostering the
production of pure-bred poultry by enter-
ing fowls in competitions at the various
shows. By so doing they are encouraging
an interest in the poultry industry.

The main purpose of the Bill, however,
is to have someone on the board who has
a practical knowledge of the industry. This
is what is desired. I think I mentioned
that in the opinion of the Poultry Farmers'
Association only a person who owns at
least 1,500 birds should be eligible to sit
on the board. The Government considers
that this number is too great and would
restrict the number of people who would be
eligible to sit on the board or who would
be able to offer themselves for election.

The amendment in the Bill seeks to bring
the situation back to a point where the
industry will have greater scope in being
able to nominate people for election to
the board. I have already given the reason
for the amendment. I do not think
I should go through it all again, and I
do not think it a practicable proposition
to place a limit on the total number of
fowls a person should own before he can
be nominated to stand for election as a
member of the boaird,

I now wish to make somne comment on
the reference that was made to the danger
of the small farmer disappearing from
the scene. I am pleased to be able to say
that, in my opinion, the small family unit
is in a stronger position than any large
company organisation, for example. A
company does not have the same interest
in the industry as the small family poultry
grower. This applies in many avenues of
agricultural production. There are many
small farmers who are making a greater
success in' a small way than any big
organisation that is interested in agricul-
ture. Therefore I believe there is still a
place for the small family group amnong
poultry farmers, and this Bill is designed
to allow such people to sit on a board
that looks after the general interests of
the idnustry and the marketing of its
product.

I pay full credit to those who have been
members of the Egg Marketing Board in
the past and to its chairmen for the
manner in which they have conducted the
board's activities. I place a great deal of
emphasis on the credit due to the present
chairman and members because they are
doing a remarkably fine job in looking
after the interests of egg producers In this
State. If members care to interest
themselves in the situation which exists
in Western Australia, they will discover
that Western Australian egg producers are



[Wednesday, 5 November, 1989.1 28

far ahead in the receipts they obtain Per
dozen from their egg production than their
counterparts in the Eastern States. To
a great extent this is due to the great
activity of the Egg Marketing Board in
Western Australia.

The board has been instrumental in
improving the quality of the egg. A bonus
payment to growers introduced by this
State has been accepted in other States.
This has proved to be a great contribu-
tion towards improving the quality of the
egg. In the past I have heard members
in this Rouse say that the quality of the
egg produced in this State was a shocking
disgrace. They complained that the yolk
was weak, insipid, and watery, and did
not encourage anyone to eat it. Today
we find that this situation has been im-
proved greatly as a result of a representa-
tive of the producers being appointed a
member of the board.

Mr. Bertram: In fact, does the colour
of the yolk have any bearing on the
quality of the egg?

Mr, NALDER: I cannot give the honour-
able member any actual details, but there
is no doubt that if the yolk is a good
colour it is much more attractive. If it
looks attractive and so becomes enticing to
the eye it will make a person feel hungry.
and I am sure that is the object that
should be achieved.

Mr. Toms: If one Puts a bit of pepper
and salt on it it tastes different.

Mr. NALD)ER:- Yes, it does. I appreciate
the support that has been given to the
measure by members and I commend it
to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

Nalder (Minister for Agriculture), and
transmitted to the Council.

]PETROLEUM PIPELINES BIL
Second Reading

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion of the debate from the 29th October.

Point of Order
Mr. NORTON: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a

Point of order. I refer to section 46 (1) of
the Constitution Acts Amendment Act
which reads--

Bills appropriating revenue or
moneys or imposing taxation, shall not
originate in the Legislative Council;
but a Bill shall not be taken to appro-
priate revenue or moneys, or to Impose

taxation, by reason only of its con-
taining provisions for the imposition or
appropriation of fines or other pecu-
niary penalties, or for the demand of
Payment or appropriation of fees for
licenses, or fees for registration or
other services under the Bill.

I challenge three of the clauses in the
Bili before the House. The first clause to
which I shall refer is clause 25, the mnar-
ginal note to which is "Cancellation of
licence in Public Interest." The clause
reads--

25. (1) The Minister may-
(a) at the request of-

() a Minister or a Minister of
State of the Common-
wealth;, or

(hi) a body established by a law
of the State or of the
Commonwealth; and

(b) if. in his opinion, it is in the
public interest so to do and the
Minister or body making the
request has given security, to
the satisfaction of the Minister,
for the Payment of any amount
Payable to a licensee under sub-
section (6) of this section,

by instrument in writing served on the
licensee, direct the licensee to make
such changes in the route or position
of the licensee's pipeline as are speci-
fied in the instrument.

(2) A person to whom a direction
is given under subsection (1) of this
section shall comply with the direc-
tion.

Penalty: Two thousand dollars.
(3) Where the Minister gives a

direction under subsection (i1? of this
section and the licensee to whom the
direction is given complies with the
direction, the licensee may bring an
action in the Supreme Court against
the Minister or body making the re-
quest.

(4) The Supreme Court shall hear
the action and shail determine
whether it is just that the whole or
a Portion of the reasonable cost of
complying with the direction ought
to be paid to the Plaintiff by the
defendant.

(5) If the Supreme Court deter-
mines that it is just that such a pay-
ment ought to be made, the Supreme
Court shall determine the amount of
the Payment and give judgement
accordingly.

When the Minister was moving the second
reading of the Bill he said-

Clause 25 provides a safeguard in the
Public interest. It empowers the Minis-
ter to direct a licensee to make
changes in the route of the pipeline
should this be necessary in order to
facilitate some construction activity
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which Is in the public interest. In
such circumstances, the pipeline
licensee will be free to apply to the
courts for compensation from those
responsibile for requiring the rerouting
of the pipeline. In normal circum-
stances, of course, it would be expected
that amicable and sensible arrange-
ments would be worked out to the
mutual satisfaction of the parties con-
cerned without recourse to the courts.

As it is the Minister who will make the
direction and as the direction will be in
the public interest, the Government must
be responsible for this action. However.
other bodies, such as the Main Roads De-
partment, the Water Supply Department,
and many other departments which one
could mention, could be involved. There-
fore. in giving a direction that a pipeline
shall be deviated, the Minister or the
Government would be responsible for com-
pensation.

The next clause which I challenge is
clause 43 which has the marginal note.
"Register of licences to be kept." A regi s-
ter of licenses is to be kept by the Mines
Department and the requirements under
this provision are rather extensive. Ac-
curate and specific details are required.
Paragraph (2) refers to the Registrar of
Mines and reads-

(2) The Principal
enter or cause to be
register a memorial in
licence-

Registrar shall
entered in the
respect of each

(a) specifying the name of the
holder of the licence:

(b) setting out an accurate des-
cription (including a map)
of the licence area, the route
of the pipeline authorized by
the licence and the situation
of any fittings, pumps, tanks.
appurtenances and appliances
used or to be used in connec-
tion with the pipeline;

(c) specifying the term of the
licence:

(d) setting out such other matters
as are required by this Part
to be entered in the register;
and

(e) setting out such further mat-
ters relating to the licensee
or to the terms and conditions
of the licence as the Under
Secretary deems proper and
expedient in the public in-
terest and directs the Prin-
cipal Registrar to enter in the
register.

Subiclause I?) of the same clause contains
a few other items.

Members must realise that the area of
land coming under a license will have a
maximum width of 20 feet, but it could
be over 300 miles in length. This applies.

of course, when we consider the pipeline
to be laid from Dongara to Pinjarra; and.
of course, it could be even longer than
that. A tremendous amount of work will
be involved In drawing up maps and com-
plying with the requirements of this pro-
vision.

Mr. Bovell: The Mines Department
has its own vote.

Mr. NORTON: The work which will be
required to be undertaken will be a great
burden on a particular department and, in
turn, a burden on the Government.

Mr. Bovell: This is done under the
Mines Department Vote.

The final provision to which I object is
contained in clause 62 of the Bill, the
marginal note of which ref era to InsPectors.
Clause 52 states-

(1) The Minister may, by instrument
in writing, appoint a person to be an
inspector for the purposes of this Act
arnd the regulations.

(2) The Minister may furnish to an
inspector a certificate stating that he
is an inspector for the purposes of
this Act and the regulations.

The main point to which I wish to refer
is the appointment of inspectors, and the
clause does not specify who shall meet the
charges.

Mr. novell: Here again they will be
covered by the Mines Department Vote.

Mr. NORTON: It Is reasonable to assume
that in this respect the charges Will fall
on the Government.

Mr. Hovell: The Mines Department will
meet the cost.

Mr. NORTON: With those few remarks
I challenge the validity of the Hill.

Speaker's Ruling
The SPEAKER: The member for Gas-

coyne has raised the point that in his
opinion the Bill cannot be introduced in
the Legislative Council because of the pro-
visions of section 46 of the Constitution
Acts Amendment Act. It was fairly
apparent when interjections were made by
the Opposition benches while the Minister
was delivering his second reading speech
that some points such as those might be
raised and, in consequence, I have given
the matter some thought since the Bill was
originally introduced.

I do not intend to repeat the remarks
I made last night, generally, in regard
to these objections but they apply in this
instance as they did on that occasion.

I will deal seriatim with the actual ob-
jections, the first of which Is to clause 25.
Clause 25 provides that the Minister may
make a direction and then the company
licensee may bring an action against any-
body-It could be against another Minister
of the State. or against a Minister of the
Commonwealth: it could be against a body
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established by the law of the State or of
the Commonwealth; it could also be against
a company or a State instrumentality.

The court awards its compensation
against that body. There is no authorisa-
tion here for the Payment-and the only
ones with which we would be concerned
would be Ministers of the Crown of the
State-and if a payment Is made by an-
other Minister of the Crown of the State
he would have to make it under some other
legislation-under some other authority-
for 'which he may or may not have a vote.

There is nothing here that imposes any
financial liability on the Minister who is
responsible for the administration of this
legislation, and that is the only person
with whom we would be concerned now as
an authority for expenditure, anid, conse-
quently, I cannot uphold that particular
objection.

I now turn to clause 43 which provides,
firstly, that an existing officer of the Mines
Department, established under the Act, is
in fact required to do certain things. As
members know, we are all the time re-
quiring public servants either by regula-
tion or by Statute to do certain things.

If I were to uphold this particular ob-
jection it would be tantamount to saying
that the State could not employ one addi-
tional public servant at any time without
first bringing legislation before Parliament
and getting a Governor's Message. If
members examine the position and analyse
it they must come to that conclusion.
There is no provision for additional ex-
peniditure: all that is required is for the
Principal Registrar of Mines who is
constituted under the Mining Act,-an Act
which was introduced and passed in the
proper manner-to do certain things. In
consequence of that legislation there is
expenditure each year in connection with
the Mines Department and, as a result,
if an extra clerk is to be employed it will
be reflected in the votes of that depart-
ment which will come before Parliament
in the future.

The final objection raised by the member
for Gascoyne-and this is the only one
which caused me to give the matter any
thought at all-is his objection to clause
62. 1 would observe first of all
that there is no obligation on the
Minister at all to appoint an inspec-
tor. He is merely given a permissive power
to appoint an inspector. It was said by
the Minister for Lands by way of inter-
jection that this would be an officer of
the Mines Department. I do not know
whether I am entitled to assume that; be-
cause there is nothing in the legislation
which says that it is so. But it is conceiv-
able, of course, that the Minister may
appoint an existing officer of the Mines
Department as an inspector under this
Act and he may be given an additional
duty.

BY the same token, however, there is
nothing to indicate at all, firstly, that any-
body will be appointed; and, secondly, who
he is likely to be. I think it would be
carrying the point far too far to say that,
merely because there may be some person
at some time appointed an inspector with
his sole duty as an inspector under clause
62. That would be well beyond the border-
line.

In case some members may think that
this ruling is inconsistent with the ruling
I gave on a Bill in the last session, I would
remind members that the legislation then
provided that certain things must be done
-he word actually used was the word
'must '-and the Act would have been un-

workable unless those things were done.
This Act will be quite workable without

any inspector being appointed. There is
no certainty he will be appointed and there
is no certainty there will be any extra
charge. But if at any time he is appointed,
the expenditure will be reflected in the
votes brought before Parliament and ap-
proved.

If I am wrong in that regard I will
finally observe that the very Point I raised
last night would still apply. If the Min-
[star appointed an Inspector wrongly under
this provision he would have to run the
gamut of a challenge in the courts on his
authority to appoint an inspector and the
appointment could be declared invalid.
Accordingly I cannot uphold any of the
three objections raised.

Debate Resumed
M%1R. NORTON (Gascoyne) E3.17 p.m.]:

I want to say at the outset that 1 am not
opposed to the Bill In any way.

Mr. Craig: You just want to throw it
out.

Mr. Graham: He wants it properly
passed.

Mr. NORTON: The legislation before us
is similar to that which has been intro-
duced by other States of the Common-
wealth over the past few years. I think
we were probably one of the last States
to move in this direction. The measure
before us is very close to the provisions
contained in the Victorian Act. It has
probably been modelled exactly on that
legislation. We find in the Bill a number of
parts and headings similar to those con-
tained in the Victorian Legislation.

The Bill sets out, generally, the con-
ditions and requirements for the granting
of a pipeline license to carry hydocarbons
These hydrocarbons can be either in
gaseous or liquid form. In the case we are
discussing I believe it will be gas.

I cannot understand why the Bill has
been brought down at such a late stage of
the sesson. It must have been exercising
the mind of the Minister for quite a long
time. I feel there Is no need to rush this
legislation through. if the Minister had

2191



[ASSEMBLY.]

permitted the Bill to lie over Wi the
autumn session after having introduced It.
we would have had more time to study Its
provisions together with the relevant legis-
lation of other States.

I have not had time to go through the
Queensland Act because It Is tied up with
the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act and
It is not quite as easy to analyse as is the
Victorian Act.

All People have been aware, including
the Ministers, that it would not be very
long before the Dongara field was proved
and that commercial gas would be trans-
Ported to various parts of the State. The
news revealed yesterday I would say almost
confirms that the Dongara field is now a
commercial one, because the day before
yesterday the No. 15 bore flowed gas at the
rate of 10,000,000 cubic feet per day
through a half-Inch surface choke. This
Particular well has proved to be the best
Producer on the field, and it Is the most
southerly one.

The gas from Dongara could quite
reasonably be taken as far north as
Geraldton and, perhaps, Northampton,
and it is generally understood that it will
go south as far as Kwinana, and even to
Bunbury. It will be the means of far
cheaper power than that which is avail-
able at present, although I have no doubt
the member for Collie would probably
dispute that statement. Nevertheless, it
appears that the cheapness of natural gas
makes it an economic proposition. This is
evident because In Yesterday's Press It was
reported that Victoria and New South
Wales are trying to negotiate an agree-
ment between themselves for the piping
of natural gas from Victoria to Sydney for
general purposes.

The Bill is divided into five Parts, the
first being "Preliminary." This is vir-
tually the interpretation section and con-
tains interpretations covering all aspects
of the Bill. The other parts are as
follows:-

Part II.-Licences and Aquisition of
Land and Rights over Land.

Part III-Construction and Operation
of Pipeline.

Part IV.-Registratlon of Licences and
Related Instruments.

Part V.-Wscellaneous.
With reference to part II, it appeari; there
are virtually two different types of land
involved through which the pipeline could
pass; that is, the farming areas, and Gov-
ernment reserves, including those under
the control of the Railways Department,
the Main Roads Department, and the For-
ests Department.

First of all the Bill authorises a person
to enter property during the day in order
to survey and test for the Proposed route
of the pipeline. This refers only to the
main trunk line for the transporting of

the hydrocarbons. This Bill does not
refer to the area where supplies of gas or
liquid hydrocarbons are stored and in
regard to which massive pipes would be
required.

It will be necesssary for the applicant
to submit a very detailed plan of the areas
over which he wishes his pipeline to pass.
Therefore a detailed survey must be con-
ducted and a plan drawn up. This will
necessitate a certain amount of testing
and the Bill therefore contains provision
for the digging of holes, and so on. Never-
theless. protection is also afforded the
landholder for any damage to his property.

The Bill provides that the owner shall
be given reasonable notice, wherever prac-
ticable. In my opinion it should be prac-
ticable at any time to give an owner
notice. It should be possible for an appli-
cant to give an owner a fortnight's notice
of his intention to enter his property to
conduct a survey. I do not think the word
"practicable" should be included. Reason-
able notice should be given.

Mr. Bove 11: Oh!

Mr. NORTON: The Minister says, "Oh!"
However, I would remind him that in the
Droving Act there is a very definite pro-
vision-or there used to be-which In-
dicates that a certain period of notice
must be given before a person can enter
a property.

As I have said, an application for a
license must contain great detail. it
would be interesting to know just what the
Minister has envisaged in this regard. Is
it the intention that the pipeline will in
the main pass through Governiment re-
serves? In other words, will the pipeline
from Dongara to Perth follow the Midland
railway line; or where will it go? Of
course it could quite logically go through
a number of farming properties and more
or less follow the coast to Gingin and on
to Perth. However, I believe It would be
logical for the pipeline to follow the rail-
way line as it would then be able to serve
the various towns en route.

The Bill contains power for a local
authority to grant permission for an ease-
ment for a pipeline to go through various
areas to the town under its control. As the
Minister has said, the easement Is not very
wide being only 20 feet. Therefore it would
not take up a great deal of land. I notice
that the Victorian Act contains a pro-
vision which is not in our Bill; that is, the
distance a building can be constructed
from the easement. Under the Victonian
Act no building can be constructed
within 9 feet of the easement, and,
if one is, it can be demolished forthwith.

With regard to the pipeline passing
through freehold land, I am not quite sure
of the rights of the farmer or owner of
that land. In his speech the Minister
said it would be possible for farming land
to be cropped Probably 18 months after
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the pipeline had been established. How-
ever, the Minister did not give any indica-
tion of the depth at which the pipeline
would be laid.

A strip 20 feet wide will be granted the
licensee right through the property. When
it is, and he is Paying $20 a mile per
annum to the department as Indicated
by the Minister, will the licensee be obliged
to allow the owner of the freehold property
to crap over the pipeline? Will the owner
be allowed to move heavy machinery,
such as tractors, over that area? There
is nothing in the Bill which answers those
questions. Where freehold land Is resumed
under the Public Works Act, is the owner
of that freehold property entitled to com-
pensation, or an annual rental, for the
use of such land? The position is quite
clear in regard to Crown land, because
the Government mnay charge a fee for the
use of that land. However, what is the
position when a pipeline Is placed over
freehold land?

As a matter of interest, 7.3 acres per
mile of reserve is to be granted to the
licensee; so, In other words, the licensee
will be paying $20 per annum. for approxi-
mately every 7.3 acres of land. When this
is assessed over some 300 miles, the area
will be quite appreciable.

Part mI of the Bill deals with the con-
struction and operation of a pipeline. To
me, as a layman, these provisions seem to
cover all the points that may arise. The
position appears to be left quite oven. Part
IV provides for the registration of licenses
and related instruments, and here again
this part covers all contingencies. First
of all. it provides that the licensee must
keep a pipeline in constant operation and
meet certain obligations during the term
of his license. In this part of the Bill,
all aspects seem to be covered.

Part V deals with miscellaneous matters
such as the framing of regulations; the
appointment of an inspector; the prescrib-
ing of penalties for any damage done to a
pipeline, and so on. These provisions are
quite necessary. As far as I can see, the
Bill, as a whole, covers all the salient.
points that need to be covered. It does not
set out any agreements, but it does direct
the Minister concerned-the Minister for
Mines, I presume-as to the requirements
that should be placed in the license before
the licensee is even permitted to commence
a survey.

From what the Minister had to say, I
understand the term of the license will be
21 years. As I have stated, the Bill merely
sets out a format of a license that shall
be issued to any person who seeks to
construct and operate a pipeline.

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) (3.34 p.m.l:
This Bill is one of the most lnterestinu
pieces of legislation that has ever been
before the House during my time as a

member, except that relating to the
Koolanooka iron ore deposits, which was
introduced by the Premier, I think, some
few years ago. The purpose of the Bill
is to establish the legislative framework
necessary to govern the construction and
operation of pipelines for the conveyance
of hydrocarbons from production sites to
areas where they will be utilised.

In the Bill, the town of Dongara Is
mentioned only once. We in Western Aus-
tralia know that this would have reference
to the Dongara gas field. The Bill is most
interesting in that we, as ordinary mem-
bers, do not know-the Premier may-
what is in store for the State of Western
Australia from the Dongara gas field.
From a Press report published yesterday
we know that another gas strike has been
made on that field from which 10,000,000
cubic feet of gas is flowing daily, and this
through only a half-inch surface choke.

Other finds of a similar nature have been
made, of course, and as I frequently pass
through the Dongara area I find the activi-
ties which are proceeding most interesting,
especially when we consider that this
natural gas and oil field is so close
to the town of Dongara and to the
port of Oeraldton. Under the provisions
of the Bill any person who uses this pipe-
line will require a license.

The member for Gascoyne has referred
to certain routes that will be taken by
the operator of the pipeline. He more
or less had one guess, but I would be in-
clined to have two. In the first instance
I agree with the member for Gascoyne
that the route of the old Midland railway
line, which Passes through Government
railway reserves, could be followed. How-
ever, keeping in mind the possibilities of
this area, I think the other suggestion
would be more practicable. The route I
have in mind would be one that travels
along the coast past the new township
of Coolimba that has been surveyed and
also past Jurien Bay.

At Coolimba a township of some four
square miles has been surveyed. Very few
people know about this. I understand
some of the blocks have been sold, but
I would point out that the township is
close to Jurien Bay and suggestions have
been made that iron ore from Mt. Gibson
and from other known iron ore deposits
could be shipped from Jurlen Bay after
it had been developed as a port. Also
with the production of natural gas at
Dongara it would be an ideal site for the
establishment of an integrated steel works.

If the pipeline followed that route, the
construction work would be simple because
of the nature. of the soil, and so a great
deal of expense would be saved. Further,
it would not be necessary to issue resumnp-
tion orders on an-v farm la~nds, if that is
any Information for the member for
Gascoyne, until the pipeline approached

2193



( ASSEMBLY.)

the metropolitan area. Provision is made
for resumptions under the Public Works
Act, 1912. and this is all to the good. The
Minister has said that the Government
wants to avoid the wholesale resumption
of land as much as possible.

Also, in the event of any small com-
munity, or the owners of small properties.
along the route being loath to sell their
land, the Bill provides for resumption
orders to be issued and, should this occur,
there is also provision for appeals to be
made. The route of the pipeline can be
changed on the authority of the Minister.
In this Bill the Minister has a good deal
of power, and so far as I can see from
my reading of the measure, it is quite
necessary in a project such as this.

Provision is also made for compensation
to be paid in respect of agricultural land,
or any other land, which might be
destroyed or damaged in some way as a
result of the pipeline running through it.
A license fee of $20 per year is to be
charged for each mile or part of a mile
of pipeline. When I first looked at the
measure I thought this fee was a bit stiff.
However, I feel it is reasonable considering
the many millions of cubic feet of gas
which will pass through the pipeline in a
year. Of course, the users of the gas-
whoever they may be-will pay the license
fee; and I take it that this money will end
up in the coffers of the Government.

The Bill makes provision for the required
standard of the work which is to be done
on the pipeline, and we must all agree
with this, because it will carry a gas which,
I understand, is highly volatile. So it is
necessary to ensure that the work is done
in a complete and proper manner.

Clauses 39 and 40 provide the necessary
safeguards where Pipelines Pass under
water or across farmland-whether it be
farmers' fields, or Crown land. There is
no doubt, of course, that the Bill is aimed
at serving the gas fields of Dongara; and
I have no doubt that the People concerned
intend to pipe the natural gas not only to
lKwinana, but also to the alumina works
at Pinjarra to be used as fuel and for the
generation of power.

Few people in this State have had any
experience in the use of natural gas, apart
from some who might have been lucky
enough to see it in use in the Eastern
States. However, I am sure that not only
the members of this House, but also the
public of Western Australia, will join with
the Minister in expressing the wish that
this industry will be successful and the
negotiations brought to a successful con-
clusion so that we will be able to use our
resources of natural gas which are believed
to exist in the Dongara field. Terrific
strides may be made in industry 'in this
State as a result of our iron ore and gas
Potential.

The land in the area I have mentioned
from Dongara coming down past Cliff Head
to Jurien Bay, and even as far as
Yanchep, is of poor quality-mainly
sandhills and what have you-and is
of no use for agricultural purposes. So
the Government could possibly give assist-
ance to industries to enable them to be
established in the Dongara area: and, of
course, the closer to Geraldton, Mr.
Premier, the better. We do not want
industry right in Geraldton, or on the
south-west side of the town, but on the
northern side. We do not want our fair
town spoilt by red dust as is the ease at
Port Hedland.

I am sure other members will agree with
mec that this is a great step forward, and
the Premier must be very happy to know
of the success these people have had in
the discovery of gas in the flongara field.

in my opinion the Premier has the best
electorate in Western Australia. I have
mentioned this two or three times previ-
ously in this Chamber and my remark has
been treated with a certain amount of
good humour. However, as far as I know.
the Premier's electorate has practically
everything except gold-and there might
be a little of that if we cared to look for
it. The Premier is also fortunate in having
a town like Geraldton nearby to help his
people with the different amenities it
provides.

Sir David Brand: Hear, hear!

Mr. SEWELL: I think between the two
of us we represent an area which will go
ahead as a result of its oil potential. I
have every pleasure in supporting the Bill.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.4 P.

MR. 1. W. MANNING (Wellington)
F4.4 P.M.]: I desire to take the oppor-
tunity to make a few brief comments on
this measure; and I do so because, as
members will realise, we have a number of
Acts now under which people have the
right to enter farming property for various
purposes. In this regard I am thinking
of the Mining Act and the Petroleum Act,
in particular, and now we have this legis-
lation.

These days a number of people are suir-
veying and searching for a great variety
of reasons and, in my view, stricter pro-
visions should be written Into legislation
to require people who are operating under
those circumstances to give notice to the
landholders involved of their intention to
enter properties for the purpose of survey-
ing or searching. I will admit, however,
that clause 7 of this measure reads as
follows:-

(3) Before entry on any land is
made for the purposes of this section
any Person authorized in that behalf
under this section. shall, If practicable.
give reasonable notice to the owner
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or occupier of the land of his Inten-
tion to enter thereon and shall, If
required by the owner or occupier.
produce the authority under which
he claims to enter or has entered on
the land.

Under the Petroleum Act people search-
Ing for petroleum have the right to enter
property and do certain things but, in their
wisdom, those engaged in this work have
sent agents ahead of the prospecting
parties to make contact with the land-
holders concerned and to ask them to sign
a written authority to enable the parties
to enter; and, at the same time, they
provide for compensation for the land-
holder should any damage be done. That
requirement is not written Into the
Petroleum Act, but the geophysical teams
engaged in the search for likely areas do
this as a gesture of goodwill and, in the
long run, it pays dividends.

There have been many complaints from
the South-West Land Division, particularly
from landholders in the closely settled
areas who have found pegs on their pro-
perties and have discovered unauthorized
people walking on their land and carrying
out a search. This has created a good
deal of misgiving on the part of many
landholders.

Therefore, although the clause to which
I referred states that people entering
private land shall, if practicable, give
reasonable notice to the landholder, I
think the provision should be tightened
up. It is Imperative that people entering
private property should make contact with
the landholder before they enter his land.
They should be required to give notice of
their intention to enter for the purpose
of survey or search. In the case of entry
under this legislation it would be for the
purposes of carrying out survey work.

As one can readily imagine, where a
pipeline was to be constructed surveys
would have to be carried out and a land-
holder could return to his property only
to find that a number of pegs had been
driven into his land. As a result he could
wonder what it was all about and some
people, and private landholders in par-
ticular, take a dim view of people entering
their properties, or trespassing on their
land and pegging it, irrespective of what
the reason for it might be. However, as
I said before, where agents have gone
before the prospecting teams and have
contacted the landholders as a gesture of
goodwill a great deal of misunderstanding
has been avoided.

Under the Mining Act it is recommended
that those who wish to enter and search
should contact the landholders concerned
and, although it Is not aL written reqluire-
ment that this should be done, I think it
achieves a great deal when it is done.
Therefore, as we are introducing a new
measure on this occasion-and this legis-

lation, too, gives authority to people to
enter private property to search and sur-
vey-I think we should be guided by the
experience of the Past and make it man-
datory for the pipeline people to contact
the landholders before entering their Pro-
perties. I recommend to the Minister
that he have a good look at this proposal.
The Minister for Mines has promised that,
as far as the Mining Act is concerned,
he will endeavour to tighten up the pro-
vision which allows people to enter private
property, and therefore I hope the Minister
will, on this occasion, make it a definite
requirement that landholders be given
prior notice of the intention to enter and
survey.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [4.10 p.m.]: I thank the members
for Gascoyne, COeraldton. and Wellington
for their comments and support of this
measure.

The member for Gascoyne referred to
the late introduction of this Bill but, as
we all know, in framing new legislation
it is necessary to examine every aspect
and, with this in view, the Bill has taken
some time to prepare. The member for
Qascoyne did say that it should have been
introduced and allowed to remain on the
notice paper until March. I must admit
that this proposition occurred to me and
I discussed it with my colleague (the Min-
ister for Mines). However, in view of the
quick developments that are taking place.
particularly in the finding of natural gas,
it might be that some action will have to
be commenced prior to that time. In that
case there would be no legislation on the
Statute book, and that is the reason for
the necessity to pass this measure now. I
think this reasoning is logical, particularly
in view of what appeared In the Press
Yesterday about the finding of significant
quantities of natural gas.

We do not know what the future holds
in this regard. Tomorrow, next week, or
next month a proven commercial field
might be found and therefore in my view
It is necessary to have a Bill such as this
on the Statute book as soon as possible.

The honourable member also referred to
freehold land, reserves, and Crown land.
I understand from my colleague (the Min-
ister for Mines) that any negotiations be-
tween a landholder and a licensee will be
subject to an easement agreement, and
these agreements have to be submitted to
the Minister for approval. When this is
done, if there are any arguments the Min-
ister can use his discretion. I think that is
fair enough in the circumstances. How-
ever, generally speaking, I think the object
is to have the licensee and the landholder
negotiate in regard to an easement, and
they having come to an agreement, the
matter is submitted to the Minister for
approval. Iff there Is a disagreement the
Minister can use his authority under the
legislation.
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I think this Is necessary because with a
pipeline 200 or 300 miles long somte obstin-
ate landholder or landholders could say,
"Oh no. I have five miles, two miles, or
one mile of country and I ant not going
to agree to your proposals." That could
throw the whole project' into chaos, and
therefore the Minister is given authority
to exercise powers to enable a pipeline to
be constructed, We could not have a posi-
tion where one person or several In an
area could hold up the whole project.

The member for Gascoyne inquired as
to the route of the pipeline. I would
point out that the route has not yet been
decided, but negotiations are proceeding
with the company, the local authorities,
and other interested organisations. It has
been suggested that the route of the old
Midland railway line be used, but at this
point of time it is not considered to be
satisfactory. No definite decision on the
route of the pipeline has been made.

The honourable member also referred
to the rights of the farmer, over whose
land the pipeline has been established, to
crop the land. The Minister for Mines
has Informed me that the Government
acknowledges this, and that once the area
is covered over the fanner will be Permitted
to continue cropping the land-unless a
leak or something like that occurs In the
pipeline, or repairs to the pipeline are
found to be necessary. The rights of the
farmer will be carefully safeguarded; and
if any trouble is experienced the Minister
will be able to act in accordance with what
he thinks is right.

The member for Geraldton stated that
the establishment of this pipeline was
the most exciting development in his area:
so it is. It will be most beneficial not
only to the Victoria district, but also to
Western Australia.

Mr. Brady: Where is the Victoria dis-
trict?

Mr. BOVELL: I am amazed at the
Ignorance of the honourable member. He
has a brother at Geraldton which Is the
Centre of the Victoria district. I1 lived in
the Victoria district for some years. and
strangely enough his brother and I were
firm friends at the time, and we are still
firm friends today. I think the honourable
member is only joking.

Mr. Sewell: I think he is jealous!
Mr. BOVELL: I think the member for

Geraldton is probably stating the true
fact. The establishment of the pipeline
is a wonderful development not only to
the Victoria district, but to the whole of
Western Australia. If commercial supplies
of gas can be made available to the Vic-
toria district, to the metropolitan area.
and to centres. further south, then the pro-
ject will be of great advantage to the
State.

The member for Wellington raised a very
interesting point In regard to the fight
of entry onto the properties of farmers.

I agree that every consideration should be
given to landholders; and their rights
should be respected. I have no doubt that
the Minister for Mines will study very care-
fully what the member for Wellington has
put forward, because I believe that where-
ever possible direct contact should be made
with the landowner. However, it is not
always possible, because some landholders
do not remain on their properties all the
time. Some of them employ managers or
lease their properties to tenants; so at
times It is not possible to get in touch with
the landholders. For that reason some
elasticity should be allowed to enable
action to be taken in the interests of the
State. it is a point well taken by he
member for Wellingon, and I thank him
for putting it before the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) 14.22 p.m.]3: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

I would like to convey the appreciation
of the Government to the Leader of the
Opposition and to the supporters of the
Government for the expeditious Passage
of this very vital measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading: Budget Debate

Debate resumed from the 29th October.

MR. HABRMAN (Maylands) [4.23 P.m.):
The hot and cold Budget delivered by the
Treasurer some weeks ago was hardly an
inspiring one when viewed against the re-
marks which have been made by the Min-
ister for industrial Development on vari-
ous occasions, and by some other members
on the Government side. In his Budget
speech the Treasurer seemed to resent the
fact that increases had to be granted in
the wages and salaries of Government
officers and people who work in Govern-
ment instrumentalities; yet he referred
to the prosperity in most sections of the
community, with the possible exception of
the farming community.

Later on the Treasurer showed his re-
sentment against the people of this State,
particularly those who have to rely on
public transport, by imposing increased
charges. I wish to indicate to the House
that there is an avenue for the raising
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of additional revenue by the Treasurer.
but he overlooked it completely. I would
like to know why that happened. After
alli, if the Government is imposing a sec-
tional tax on the people who use public
transport, it is a fair argument for the
people to request the Government to im-
pose a tax on those who are engaged in
mining activities.

I now refer to the revenue which could
be raised by increasing the rentals of min-
ing leases, mining claims, and goldxninl-
ing leases. If one takes a mineral lease.
one will note that the rental is 50c Pei,
annumn per acre. Let us see when that
rate was set. It was set in 1904, and it
has not been changed since that date. Foe
65 years the rental of mineral leases has
been fixed at 50c Per acre per annum.

Turning to goidmining leases, again tin.
rate is S0c per acre for the first year and
$2 per acre per annum for every subse-
quent year. This rate was also set in
1904.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:
any consideration as to
the rate ought to be?

Have you given
what you think

Mr. HARMAN: I have, and I shall deal
with that later. I wonder what defence
the Government has for not increasing
these rentals in the last 65 Years.

Turning to mineral claims, the rental
is 25c per acre per annum. Again this
rate was set in 1904. If we turn to page
13 of the 1968 annual report of the Mines
Department we will find statistics which
deal with leases and holdings under vari-
ous Acts relating to mining. Under the
heading of "Other Minerals" we find that
in 1967 the number of mineral claims
totalled 2.803. involving a total area of
'763,763 acres; and that as at the 31st
December, 1968. the number of mineral
claims had risen from 2,803 to 7,230, in-
volving an area of 1.982,820 acres.

If the Treasurer and the Government
had decided to increase the rental on the
mineral claims from 25c toSOc peracre per
annum, the revenue of this State from this
source would have been increased by
$495,705, or nearly half a million dollars.
This additional revenue would be derived
mostly from mining companies which are
engaged in Pegging mineral claims. I
feel there is every reason for this section
of the community to contribute additional
funds to the Treasury by way of increased
rentals on mineral claims. Why should
these people not be required to bear an
increase in their rentals, which have not
been altered for 65 years?

I do not know what defence the Gov-
ernment has for not increasing the
rentals. If its argument is that it wants
to attract mining companies to this State.
then that argument will not hold water
today, because there are so many mining

companies operating in Western Austra-
lia that one would not be able to find the
same number in any of the other States.
In recent years Western Australia has
proved to be a boon to mining companies,
and many of these companies have been
floated in recent months and recent years.

These companies have attracted capi-
tal from people living in the other States
of the Commonwealth and in other
countries. Those people have made in-
vestments in the mining companies which
operate in this State. These companies
are Pegging mineral claims, and are using
money obtained from their investors. It
is justifiable for the Treasurer to say to
this section of the community, "This is
an area from which the State should de-
rive some additional revenue, and we will
move accordingly."

I cannot see where there is any defence
to that argument which I have proposed.
They need not pay taxes but we will tax
Poor old John Citizen. because he has a
young family and because of the siting
of the various high schools it is necessary
for his children to travel to school by bus.
or by several buses. We will place an
impost on John Citizen within the com-
munity of the metropolitan area of West-
ern Australia. but we are not going to
worry about the large financial mining
companies which, every day of the week,
are Pegging mineral claims in this State.
They peg their claims without adding to
the revenue of this State except for a small
rental which was fixed 65 years ago.

I wish now to touch on some matters
relating to housing, and to fiat building.
It is interesting to look at the figures to
Put ourselves into the right perspective.
Firstly, if we compare the performance of
the Private section of the building indus-
try with the Government programme in
the metropolitan area since June, 1967, it
will be found that for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1967, private builders
accounted for 2.252 units, and the Govern-
ment accounted for 12 units. In the period
to the 30th June. 1968. the private section
acounted for 2.252 units, and the Govern-
ment accounted for 10 units. For the 12
months to the 30th June, 1969. the private
section accounted for 3,030 units, and the
Government accounted for 142 units. As
at the 30th June, 1969, the private section
had 2,465 units under construction, and the
Government had 629 units under construc-
tion.

In the period from 1967 to 1989 there
has been a steady rise in fiat building by
the private section. and an astronomical
increase in flat building by the Govern-
ment-the State Housing Commission. The
increase has been from 12 units in 1986?
to 142 completed In 1969, and 629 under
construction. That means a large number
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of people oD the waiting lists of the State
Housing Commission are now being offered
flat accommodation.

A number of those people on the waiting
list are not anxious to accept fl at accom-
modation. They have young families and
for that reason alone they are not prepared
to go into two-bedroom fiats which may
be on a third floor. Those people face
problems which are associated with young
children, and* which it is not necessary
for me to repeat at this stage. Those
people desire to go into single residences
but the State Housing Commission seems
to be firmly set on the course of erecting
flats. This type of accommodation could
well and truly be left to the private enter-
prise section.

I think there should be some review of
the style of fiats which are being erected.
If one looks around the metropolitan area
one sees a number of concrete and brick
boxes which are erected on concrete paved
grounds. In only a few instances can one
find an area with a little bit of lawn or
garden. In some places there is a blue
metal section with shrubs growing through
the blue metal.

If this style of building is allowed to
continue, with no provision being made for
playing areas or for recreation, it will add
to the existing problem which sociologists
and psychiatrists have already established
is associated with high density accommo-
dation. These, of course, are only sug-
gestions from myself.

It seems that the Housing Commission,
within about 12 months, will be able to
say that it has moved through the waiting
list for accommodation and solved the
problem. The Housing Commission will be
able to claim that it has not a large wait-
ing list for rental accommodation and that
might be a good move just before the 1971
election. However, putting the people into
fiat accommodation will not achieve the
intention of the State Housing Commission.
Already the commission is running a se-
parate list for people who do not wish to
go into fiats, but who wish to go into
single residences. I think it will be found
that the list of people waiting for single
residences will continue to grow in the
months ahead, and the number of people
requiring fiats will decline.

The figures for single residences con-
structed by the private section and the
Government, during the last three years.
are interesting. For the year ended the
30th June, 1967, the Government erected
704 single residences, and the private
section built 4,626. In the following year,
1968, the Government erected 609 houses,
and the private section erected 6,203. in
the following year, to the 30th June, 1969,
the Government erected 1.079 houses, and
tag private sectic erected 8,167. There has

not been any real Increase In the propor-
Lion of Government built homes to pri-
vately built homes.

The Housing Commission is placing more
emphasis on the building of flats and less
emphasis on the building of private resi-
dences in the metropolitan area. It is also
interesting to note the areas where the
flats are being erected, and the areas
where single residences are being erected.

It is strange that in the electorate of
Canning, which has previously been de-
scribed as a marginal seat, the Housing
Commission has not erected one house In
the last 10 years. In the electorate of Mir-
rabooka, which may also be classed as a
marginal seat, and where there is a con-
siderable area of Housing Commission
land, not one State Housing Commission
homse has been erected in the last two
years. Why is it that the Government is
playing politics? The Government is letting
the land lie idle in those two electorates
for obvious; reasons, and Is concentrating
on building flats in the area of the member
for Balcatta, who has a majority of some-
thing like 3,000; in the area of the member
for Cockburn, who also has a majority of
about 3,000; and in the area of the mem-
ber for Swan who also has a considerable
majority.

I think the Government is playing poli-
tics and it is not utilising the land which
it holds in the electorate of Mirrabooka,
Canning or Clontarf-the last two elector-
ates held by Labor members.

I will now move on to another subject
in which I am interested, and on which I
have received some advice in the past
few days. I refer to historic wrecks off the
coast of Western Australia which were
recently brought to the attention of this
House when we discussed the Museum Bill.
Before dealing with the wrecks I wish to
draw the attention of the House to a
headline which appeared in the Daily News
on Monday, the 23rd June, 1969. The
headline which appeared in the Daily News
article reported that the Museum director,
Dr. Ride, believed that most of the coins
had been recovered from the Gilt Dragon
before the 1964 legislation, but that there
were some coins which had been counter-
feited. On the same page of the Daily News
there is a picture of some moulds which
the Police had seized from a jeweller in
Nedlands.

That was in June, 1969. The Museum
director was sent to South Australia and
Victoria to make inquiries with the CIS
in those States, in an effort to learn the
authenticity of the coins. By the 5th
November-today-after more than four
months of Inquiries, We find that no
action has been taken. The Minister re-
plied to a question today and said that
inquiries by the police have been com-
pleted. Apparently some inquiries still have
to be made presumably by the Crown Law
Department.
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It seems strange to me that after four
and a half months of inquiry the Gov-
ernment is not at the stage where it can
make arrangements for a prosecution or,
if a prosecution is not forthcoming, where
it can so advise the public.

Mr. Craig: Why are you so concerned
about it being a matter of urgency?

Mr. HARMAN: I think the public is
entitled to know what is going on.

Mr. Craig: Have you no confidence in
the police carrying out their inquiries?

Mr. HARMAN-, That argument has been
raised before.

Mr. Craig: When has it been raised
before?

Mr. HARMAN: I have confidence in
the police; what I want is some confidence
in the Government.

Mr. Graham: Impossible!

Mr. HARMvAN: The police have com-pleted their inquiries into this matter. It
was raised nearly five months ago, and
I do not know whether there is any
ahilly-shallying going on within the
Government.

Mr. Craig: The Government does not
interfere wvith the police.

Mr. HARMAN: I know the police have
finished their inquiries, I presume it now
rests with the Government to make a de-
cision.

Mr. Craig: It rests with the police. As
I said, the Government does not inter-
fere with the police; I do not, anyhow.

Mr. HARMAN: I hope the appropriate
authority will eventually get around to
making a decision on the matter. Only
the otter day I was in a coin shop looking
at some coins that had been in the Gilt
Dragon and they ranged up to $85 in price.

in speaking to the woman of the shop.
she said. "When we sell these coins, of
course, we have to have tbe assurance
of the Museum that they are authentic.
We were placed in a difficult situation
some months ago when the market was
flooded with counterfeit pieces of eight
supposedly from the GUi Dragon." On
this point alone, the people who purchase
these coins should have some satisfaction,
one way or another, that either the coins
are counterfeit or are authentic.

I am not interested In whether anyone
is prosecuted; whether the jeweller at
Nedlands finds himself in court. What
concerns me is that four months have
elapsed and the Government has made
no announcement on whether counterfeit-
tIg did in fact take place.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The only point
that is made Is that if they are counter-
felt they did not come from the GUi
Dragon.

Mr. HARMAN: Where did they Come
from?

Mr. O'Neil: out of the mould.

Mr. HARMAN: That is true. The mould
was taken from authentic coins that were
removed from the Gilt Dragon, and
damaged or clipped coins were melted
down.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I know what you
mean; I have made my point.

Mr. HARMAN: I now wish to mention
the Government's legislation in relation
to wrecks. The other evening the Glov-
erment put through a Bill which had
for its purpose that any wrecks found
along the coast of Western Australia would
become the property of the Museum. The
historic wrecks listed in the schedule to
the Bill were those over which the
Museum had authority, and one of the
wrecks referred to is that known as -the
Tryal. In the schedule It Is stated that
this wreck is in the vicinity of Barrow
Island.

It members had the opportunity to read
a letter written to the Press by Professor
Braybrooke they will have noticed that
he referred to this Bill and made the point
that if its provisions were based on the
assumption that the territorial waters of
Western Australia extend into the ocean
for some distance, the legislation would
not hold, and it is Questionable whether
it has any effect. I do not think the ques-
tion of how far the territorial waters of
Western Australia extend has ever been
answered.

There is one body of opinion that sug-
gests that the jurisdiction of this State
can apply only as far as the low water
mark on the coastline. Another line of
thought is that the jurisdiction of the
State extends three miles out into the
ocean, and yet another line of thought
suggests that the authority of the State
extends up to 12 miles. However, during
the debate on the Sill some weeks ago, at
no time was it said that the State had
jurisdiction for a certain distance.

I believe the wreck known as the
Tryal is some 15 to 20 miles north-west
of Barrow Island. That island is some
distance off the coast of Western Australia
so we have to ask ourselves whether the
Museum Act, as we now know it, contains
any authority for the Government to con-
trol excavation, pillaging, or plundering
of the wreck known as the Tryal. I do not
think it has. I think the Government has
Put through this legislation In the hope
it will scare people away from this wreck.

The legislation is only a sham, and we
have been invited to take part in this
sham. If the Government were challenged
over tis&-as I now challenge ft-I think
it would be necessary for the Premier or
one of his Ministers to indicate at some

2199



[ASSEMB3LY.]

time In the future whether this Parliament
has been a party to a big bluff the Govern-
ment has attempted to put over the people
of Western Australia. 1, for one, would
not like to be a party to any sham legis-
lation which will not do what is proposed
In the Bill.

It is quite obvious this legislation will
not have the effect the Government thinks
it will have in controlling this particular
wreck. Already we have been advised
through the Minister today that a person
has been operating in the area with the
obvious intention of taking something from
the wreck. It has been reported to me
that this person is carrying gelignite.
Obviously his intention is to blow the
wreck apart and take from it whatever he
is able to obtain.

Mr. Craig: You would not say who re-
ported that to you?

Mr. HARMAN: The Minister already
knows about it. Apparently 'the Govern-
ment intends to stand by and allow this
wreck, which is the oldest along the Wes-
tern Australian coast, to be blown to
smithereens. What is more, no action can
be taken, because I do not think the pro-
visions of the legislation can be enforced.
it is no use the Government saying, "We
did not know about this." it must have
known, as far back as 1964 at least, that
the legality of its jurisdiction over the
waters of Western Australia was in doubt.
The Government has had from 1964 to
1969-five years--to take legal action to
resolve this doubt.

Mr. O'Connor: How far off the coast is
this wreck?

Mr. HARMAN,. it is supposed to lie 15
miles north-west of Barrow Island, and
that island Is some distance off the Wes-
tern Australia coast. It could be said that
it is in the Indian ocean. Who knows?
This person who was endeavouring to reach
the wreck may be acting quite legally.
There is an Act of Parliament, of course,
which provides protection for the wreck,
but there is some doubt whether it can
be enforced, and so it is a sham piece of
legislation.

I now wish to refer to an article that
appeared in the Melbourne Herald on the
18th January, 1969. It was written by a
person Called James Main and It referred
to a person called Alan Robinson. There
is a small section of this article which I
will now quote, if you will permit me. Mr.
Deputy Speaker. It reads as follows:-

The Gild Dragon Is not Mr. Robin-
son's only find. He also re-located
three other Dutch wrecks off the West
Australian coast; the Batavian (sank
in 1629); the Zeewyck (1727); and
the Zuytdoorp (1111).

And there are three others yet to
be found:

And the article then lists those three
wrecks. The article continues-

He's not worrying about them just
Yet. He has another venture ont his
mind-the British ship the Tryal,
which sank off the Monte Bello
Islands in 1622.

Mr. Robinson is not so much in-
terested in the ship, but what was
aboard-about half a ton of gold.

Mr. Robinson was then reported as having
made the following remark-

jIt could mae life a little easier,"
he said with a cynical laugh.

No doubt a half a ton of gold would make
life a little easier. This man has stated
publicly in Melbourne, in the month of
January, 1989, that he intends to go to
the wreck of the Tryal and take half a
ton of gold from it. Legislation has
already been passed through this House
which provides that he is not permitted
to do so, but there are strong doubts
about that. Professor Braybrooke, a
Professor of Jurisprudence at the Uni-
versity of Western Australia, has stated
that this legislation is not worth a candle.

Mr. O'Connor: Have you any idea as to
how it could be improved to make it worth
while?

Mr. HARMAN.* Some urgent discussions
should be entered into with the Common-
wealth, because it has some legislation
governing the coastline of Australia, and
there should also be some early and
urgent discussions with the Crown Law
Department to see whether the Imperial
Act, az mentioned by Mr. Medealf in
another place, is sufficient to cover the
situation.

There is no doubt that there is a person
in the vicinity of where the Tryal Is
located who obviously intends to visit tbe
wreck, and already another person has
said he is interested in that wreck be-
cause it has half a ton of gold on board.

Past records show that the plundering
of these wrecks is performed in a most
untradesmanike manner. The wreck
is blown apart by the use of gelignite and
then the recovery of any articles in the
wreck takes place. To plunder the wrecks
in such a manner will ensure that t> ,
will be of no further historic use to the
State of Western Australia. I chal-
lenge the Government to say how much
control our legislation has over the coast
of Western Australia and whether its pro-
visions are sufficient to protect the TryalZ
from damage and from plunder by at least
one man, as has already been publicly
Indicated, flow much time have T left,
Mr. Deputy speaker?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Seven min-
utes.

Mr. Craig: Too long.
Mr. Graham: He must be hurting the

Minister.
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Mr. HARMAN: As the Minister for
Traffic made the interjection, I think I
will deal with a matter that comes within
his portfolio. Some weeks ago I asked
the Minister how many full sets of traffic
lights had been installed in the metropoli-
tan area, excluding the city area and the
Mitchell Freeway project. The answer to
that question was. "Four." If I were the
Minister for Traffic I would be horrified
to think that only four sets of traffic
lights had been installed in the one year.
If I had been the Minister I would have
been determined, and would certainly
have made it a point, to ensure that at
least a dozen sets of traffIc lights would
be installed every year.

Mr. Craig: You are referring to the four
that are outside the immediate metropoli-
tan area.

Mr. HARMAN: There are other moneys
available.

Mr. Craig: Oh no! The honourable
member should read the Act and he will
see where the money comes from.

Mr. HARMAN: There is the Mitchell
Freeway project, of course.

Mr. Craig: That is all part of the traffic
lights system.

Mr. HARMAN: But outside this system,
in 12 months, only four sets of traffic
lights have been installed.

I would hope that next year the Minister
might try to set a far better record by
installing at least a dozen sets of traffic
lights in other areas. If he would like to
be given a couple of places in my elector-
ate where these lights could be installed,
I1 would point out that the corner of
Eighth Avenue and Guildford Road and
the intersection of Beaufort Street and
Grand Promenade are two locations which
come readily to mind.

Mr. Craig: What about one at Helena
Street?

Mr. HARMAN: As the member for Swan
said, wve in the eastern suburbs have been
sadly neglected by the Government. I hope
that when the Minister for Transport
moves out to the eastern suburbs we will
see some improvements. After he has lived
in that area for a couple of months and
becomes dissatisfied with driving without
the aid of traffic lights, his conscience
might get the better of him and he might
use his influence to see that traffic lights
are installed in the area to which I have
referred.

Mr. Craig: They say they are all good
drivers in the eastern suburbs.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) [5.2 p.m.]:
Despite the thoughts expressed by the pre-
vious speaker in connection with the
Budget. I would say that on examination
the Budget appears to be indeed most
sound, particularly when one considers the
difficult times that have been experienced

in a number of sectors well known to mem-
bers of this House. I feel sure members
will readily agree with this opinion I have
expressed.

First I would like to wish the Treasurer
well on his projected visit to the Federal
capital where he will attend the meeting
of State Treasurers In connection with
the recasting of the Commonwealth-State
financial agreement.

When we consider all the aspects of the
Budget we realise that the Treasurer Is
faced with a number of pressure points
which Increased loan allocations would
do much to improve in the various sections
involved. The ones that come readily to
mind would be education and the building
of classrooms and also tbe provision of
hospitals.

There are other items which indicate the
necessity for the Incorporation in any new
agreement of an ingredient acknowledging
the growth potential of a State such as
ours. I am sure members will agree that
we should have written into any agreement
of this nature an automatic growth formula
which will allow for the growth taking
place in this State.

We have all shown a great interest In
our railway system; and this is certainly
true of the member for Swan. We all know
that this year there has been a downturn
in the income of the Railways Department
due to various factors, one of whicht was
the unavailability of wheat cartage. Our
railway deficit has now increased, whereas
in Previous Years the position was a most
healthy one.

When one reflects on the deficit
prior to the present Government com-
ing into office, one appreciates what a
tremendous burden this would be on our
loan funds if such a Position were allowed
to continue.

My intention now is to direct myself to
the moves made by the Government in con-
nection with our public transport system;
moves that are being made today to cater
for what could take place in the future.
Tremendous interest has been evinced in
the city square and the sinking of the Perth
railway station area.

This emphasises the fact that our railway
system is our major transport system: that
it has the greatest capacity for handling
any traffic that might be available, It
is obvious that this system must play
an increasingly important part in the
future.

In addition to the foregoing, a survey
has been made and the rapid transit sys-
tem established at Midland together with
the installation of a very handsome ter-
minal. I believe that the rapid
transit system has proved a great
success. The most important factors of
this service are time and cost. We under-
stand that the time for the journey from
Midland to Perth is now down to 16 minutes
and I hope that with the increased numbers
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who will be attracted to the system we
will in time see a downturn in the fares
on the respective routes.

I mention this aspect because it is of the
utmost importance to myself and to those
members representing electorates on the
south side of the river. We are most in-
terested to see the surveys that have been
carried out in connection with the trans-
Port route to Armadale. I am encouraged
by the remarks made by my neighbour on
the other side of the House-his remarks
appeared in the south suburban Press in
recent times-that he believed this trans-
port route should be extended with the
terminal at Armadale. This, of course,
must take place in due course. I have no
doubt that a great deal of study still needs
to be done, but the greatest care and
thought should be given to the time factor
and the cost factor of the service which
will be available to the public.

There is a tremendously fast growing
community situated on this line and it is
obvious that the Government realises the
importance of this rail moute, because it
developed the corridor planning scheme
which is increasing in importance and
which is developing more each day along
the route of this rail service.

It is certainly necessary that we give
more and more thought to the sectional
development in these areas and to the
transport system which should service
them. At the moment there is a tendency
for large residential complexes to be estab-
lished with the provision of a transport
system following a long way behind. I feel
that we should provide this service to the
People in the area concerned more immedi-
ately than we are, because most of those
who are attracted to the areas in question
have no means of transport. It Is therefore
necessary that we should incorporate the
needs of a transport system each time a
developmental scheme is implemented. The
main purpose for my mentioning the rapid
transport system to Armadale is the great
importance such a scheme will be to the
People in the area. It will be the only
way to manage the large numbers involved.

As I said, and as I have emphasised be-
fore, the site of the terminal will be most
important, and while it might take some
time to decide on an economic basis, I feel
that eventually the decision must come
down in favour of the terminal being sited
at Armadale. I say this because the
decision has already been taken to develop
the corridor, and from this development
there will automatically flow large numbers
of people.

The next item to which I wish to give
some emphasis is the general development
of reserves. When one reads the daily
paper these days one sees that attention
has been given to the development of
mining in the hills area. Firstly, I would
like to stress the importance of Providing a
number of national parks in the southern

metropolitan region. We have seen a
number of very good national parks
developed in the northern regions.

The previous speaker referred to the
disabilities of the people on the north side
and suggested that they were being let
down, but I would point out that the people
on the north side of the river have the
largest percentage of national parks in
their area. They are very well served in
this direction.

I would now like consideration to be
given to the establishment of national
parks in the areas south of the river. Two
such areas come readily to mind. In
answer to a recent question I asked I was
told that a large area which is very well
placed at Jandakot is set aside as a
reserve. The reserve at Forrestdale
is a very attractive lake reserve sur-
rounded by country that will lend itself
to this type of development.

Looking further down the list I see that
a national park has been sited at Lake
Cooloongup which is known as White Lake.
These are the lakes on the western side
of the Mandurab road at Rockingham
and, together with the reserves of 2,000
acres being purchased by the Metropoli-
tan Region Planning Authority, we have
a combined area of some 3.951I acres which
would lend itself to part development for
the purposes of at national park. I have
no doubt that this will come in the future,
but I do suggest that having this land set
aside is tremendously' important and a
start could be made now with the plan-
ning- of the proposed development.

When one considers the question of re-
serves and national parks one's mind auto-
matically turns to environment and liv-
ing conditions in those areas. I would
like to make a suggestion to the planners
responsible for planning urban develop-
ment that feature trees be incorporated
into these areas of complete development.
At present we tend to ignore this side of
development. I am, however, encouraged
to see that developers are now leaving the
maximum number of trees in the areas
concerned and I[ am certain this will con-
tribute in no small measure to far greater
enjoyment by the residents of the sur-
rounding areas.

I am sure it would not be difficult in
future planning to leave nooks and glades
which could lend themselves to the plant-
ing of feature trees. There are some areas
in my own electorate where stately gums
and other trees have been left and there
Is no doubt that a street lined by such
trees has a natural charm; it is a delight
to those who live in the adjoining areas.
The effect produced by trees growing in
their natural state cannot be reproduced
by the planting of street trees. Naturally
the planting of street trees is very costly
and local authorities are met with in-
numerable demands in this direction.
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If, in regard to areas where major
developments are taking place, or even
where lesser developments are taking
place, we could give a little more
thought to providing nooks and glades
which could be retained for the plant-
ing of feature trees we would provide
a great attraction.

Members will no doubt have read a story
that was printed today relating to the
pegging of mining claims in the Roley-
stone area. This matter has been under
my notice for some time and I have ob-
tained information and made representa-
tions in connection with it for some days
and weeks,

It is of particular interest to see that
the Shire of Armadale-Kelniscott has
taken the matter up and has lodged an
objection to protect the local interests
of the people in that shire. Various objec-
tions have been lodged by the residents
who are now awaiting the outcome of
their objections. I believe that objections
close on the 13th November.

Mr. Taylor: Are you supporting these
objections?

Mr. RUSHTON: I am supporting the
local people in their own interests and in
the interests of the community; but those
interests do vary. Some of those who
have land well away from the residential
development are interested to see what
agreement can be made; but, by and large.
those who are living in, say, Roleystone,
and who have a delightful and beautiful
environment, with its native flora con-
tributing to pleasant living, are cer-
tainly concerned to ensure they do not at-
tract bauxite mining to their area. I am
anxious for the uncertainties to be re-
moved. We do not want people to be
uncertain about their properties' future.

We all know, of course, that when Crown
land is involved, it is under the Minister's
authority and that the private landowner
can certainly lodge his objection. In addi-
tion to this, the local authority can exer-
cise its power to prevent excavation it
such excavation is not in the interests of
the local area. Therefore people should
realise that their own local authorities
have a say in this issue.

Nevertheless, I would urge the Minister
for Mines, as did the member for Welling-
ton in a few words earlier, to eliminate
the uncertainties so that people will know
where they stand on this issue. I know
the granting of permits is a necessity, but
we need to tighten up the requirements. In
my opinion, If a landowner is not home
when a person calls to peg a claim, it
should be mandatory for that person to
give notice in writing of his pegging
the claim. The landowner should not
come across these pegs by accident. He
should know all about it, and this should
be a requirement of the permit. If it
was not Possible for a Person to obtain a

permit to peg a claim without notice, no
claims would be pegged; but a landowner,
I repeat, should be informed in writing
of a person pegging a claim on their pro-
perties. He should know what is going
on.

We know that certain protection does
exist for the owner in other ways, but from
the very beginning, people who own land
should be given written word of any peg-
ging or sampling.

Interest right throughout the Darling
Range area will be maintained in this
development. Owners are very anxious
concerning the Protection of the environ-
ment in which they live. Therefore, I
would urge that the Minister remove any
uncertainty that he can, in the interests
of these landowners in the area to which
I have referred. Residents in an area
such as Roleystone should not be disturbed
in any way by mining activities.

Earlier, before people were awaita of
their rights of Protection, developments
occurred along the Darling flange escarp-
ment. Before my entry into the local shire.
certain developments had taken place,
and small deposits were obtained to pro-
vide protection. I think the amount was
£100. However, because of the extent of
the excavations in the area, the amount
was found to be completely inadequate. I
understand that local authorities now keep
a very close watch on the developments
along the Darling Range escarpment.

Recently I have had brought to my notice
instances of orchardists who have been
inconvenienced and whose properties have
been damaged as a result of insufficient
conditions being required at the very begin-
ning of excavation. I urge all local authori-
ties with this type of problem to adopt
the model by-laws, which include adequate
provisions to ensure conservation mea-
sures for the protection of the land.

I have touched only briefly on this very
important subject, but I think that all
members will agree that people are our
most important asset and must receive
every consideration and protection.

The Budget contains an item of tremen-
dous interest to me and those I represent.
I am referring, of course, to the erection
of the maternity wing ait the Annadale-
Kelmscott Hospital. I mention this par-
ticular item at the moment because It
highlights the necessity for the Premier
to attract extra loan funds when he next
travels East.

The intention regarding the hospital is
that tenders will be called and a 10-bed
wing will be erected. However, if suffi-
cient money is available, the wing will
cater for 35 beds. Because of the ranid
development of the district a 35-bed
maternity wing is essential. Of course
the situation is dependent on money. With
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the type of growth which is evident at the
moment, more and more money will be
required.

Referring once again to the maternity
wing, when it is completed it will allow
the maternity section of the old Armadale-
Kelzascott District Memorial Hospital1 to
be used by the elderly and frail. I think
all members are aware of the fact that
this hospital was provided in the mainlas a result of local contributions in the
early days and it is situated on a
very pleasant residential site. In a
community such as that existing at Arma-
dale and surrounding areas the provision
of facilities for the care of the aged and
frail is of the utmost importance.

The residents have demonstrated by
their voluntary efforts that they care tre-
mendously for these folk, and I am sure
they are all encouraged by the fact that
shortly the accommodation to which I
have referred will be available for
the elderly and frail. At the present
time we have the Meals on Wheels Asso-
ciation, the Silver Chain, and the Dale
Cottage organisation and others, all of
which are very active. Because of the
existence and activities of the organisa-
tions to which I have just referred, all
the needs of the aged and frail are catered
for.

I have referred to this matter because
the Budget contains an item for the ex-
tension of the new hospital to provide for
the maternity needs of the district. This
is now developed into quite a large region
and 25 beds will certainly be required if
the needs of the district are to be ade-
quately provided for.

Another item of tremendous importance
announced recently was the intention to
Proceed with the causeway to link Point
Peron with Garden Island. This will now
allow detailed planning to be undertaken
which will result in the eventual provision
of a naval base in the area. Now that a.
firm decision has been taken on the cause-
way, many other decisions which have
been deferred in the past will be made
and this will certainly be beneficial to all
who have Interests in the district.

I have been very interested, particularly
since the last election, regarding the
silence concerning the sewerage works
at Point Peron. The Budget contains
provision for this development. I am
wondering whether the subject will again
be raised one, two, or six weeks before
the next election: and I am wondering.
too, whether the works will have been
completed by that time. It is impossible
for the community th progress suffciently
if this facility is not available. Anyone
who has any objection to its provision
should submit proposals for an alternative
now, and not wait until the works are
completed and functioning. Possibly the
sewerage works have been used only as
a political gimmick and we will not hear
any more about It in the future.

As members know, a full investigation
was made regarding this facility and
whilst the local authority agreed that it
should be proceeded with, members on the
other side of the House, obviously for
political reasons, objected to it.

Mr. Taylor: Do you think that the
attitude towards the establishment of those
works will be shown in the ballot box next
time?

Mr. RUSHTON: It did not affect us
adversely last election. By the next elec-
tion the works will be completed and
people will know what they are like. They
will then make a judgment. The Govern-
ment has to make decisions which some-
times are capable of being used in a
political way, but if, because of this fac-
tor, the Government did not make deci-
sions, no decisions whatever would be
made and we would not progress. I am
sure People do not wish us to stop pro-
gressing.

Now that the decision to proceed with
the causeway to Garden Island has been
made, further decisions will be possible,
Detailed planning will now proceed. Broad
and basic plans have been made, but thp
details will have to be completed. I would
stress that we need to give full considersa-
tion to make adequate provision for an
opening, or passage, to the sea from Cock-
burn sound. We must also take into con-
sideration the currents in that particular
area.

We must ensure that an adequate
passage is provided from the sea into
Cockburn Sound. No doubt more will be
said about this from time to time as plans
are developed. As I said when first refer-
ring. to the decision regarding the estab-
lishment of a naval base, the decision will
enable further decisions to be made and,
as I represent the people concerned, I urge
the Government to make decisions as early
as possible concerning those People who
are in the way of this development.

As many members know, a convent
catering for 100 children is in way of the
proposed railway route, and although the
convent has an alternative site available,
certain decisions must be made at an early
time to enable those people who are on
freehold laud to redevelop their facilities
on their alternative site. The nuns who live
and teach at the convent must also have
provision made for their future residental
requirements.

Each year teaching nuns come from
metropolitan convents and, I understand,
country convents to spend some of the
summer months recuperating in this de-
lightful spat. It is certainly my sincere
wish that the Government finds an alter-
native site or. alternatively, helps the
convent to find an alternative site
to establish residential accommodation:
and, if it is at all possible, I hope
the site which is selected will enable
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them to enjoy a similar environment to the
one they enjoy at present. Others have
been affected In Point Peron but, in recent
times, arrangements have been made for
them for the time being. Certainly, full
consideration needs, to be given to the
future of people in the areas which are
effected.

I have a tremendously interesting
exercise on my hands at the present time
in relation to the Rockinghamn Golf Club.
A railway route is planned to go through
the golf course and, also, certain road
extensions will impair parts of the course.
To this end, decisions need to be taken at
a reasonably early date. All members will
appreciate that it takes a considerable
timne-disregarding the expense involved-
to redevelop fairways and greens. There Is
land in the area on which the course will
be redeveloped and, in this way, the town
would continue to have a golf course. The
present golf house is possibly inadequate
for the golf club, which is rowing all the
time, but it would lend Itself to being
converted into a centre for elderly people.
It is my hope that the land which is ex-
cised from the golf course may be
developed as a village for elderly people in
the area. I hope that, with the aid of
Commonwealth funds, the old golf house
can be procured and converted Into a
recreational centre for elderly people.

As all members in the House would
know, there has been tremendous growth
in this area. The Government's decision
to build a regional hospital is very com-
mendable and necessary. However, because
of the increasing population and the anti-
cipated demand, the planning of the hos-
pital has been constantly revised and ex-
tended. At the moment I believe it is
planned that the hospital will have in the
vicinity of 200 or 250 beds and there will
be in the vicinity of about 60 beds im-
mediately. It is the overnment's
aim to open the hospital early in
1972. All people who are Interested In this
part of the State will realise that this Is
none too early.

Of course, this development is depend-
ent upon the amount of loan funds which
can be attracted 'to the State, and this
is why I am stressing in my address today
the necessity to attract more loan funds
to Western Australia.

The provision of a high school is
an urgent necessity at Rockingham. The
member for Coekburn would agree with
me, I am sure, when I say that some re-
lief should be given to the Kwinana High
School. The most practical way of doing
this would be to build a high school at
Rockingham at an early date. I expect
this to be accomplished by the begirnilag
of the 1971 school year. This Is a neces-
sity, as I see it, particularly because the
Kwinana High School will accommodate
in excess of 1.500 children by [971.

The Government's decision to give extra
emphasis to housing development in the
Kwinana and Rockingham areas has cer-
tainly gone along with a swing. One
natural result of this is that hospitals,
high schools-and indeed all educational
facilities-need to be constantly upgraded.
I know that full attention is being given
to the establishment of a high school in
the Rockinghami area. As I have said,
I consider it is essential that it should
be ready for use by 1971 to provide faci-
lities for local children. On the present
fig-ures, there would be an intake of ap-
Proximately 300 children in 1971. On ex-
pected progression, a large number of
children will wish to attend the high
school in the future and I hope that it
will grow to a five-year high school with
the passage of time.

I have touched upon a number of local
issues and have related thema back to the
necessity to attract greater loan funds
to this State. In closing I would like to
refer to a couple of items which were men-
tioned by the previous speaker: namely,
housing and land. These matters are, of
course, of tremendous interest to our
people and, also, they are of the utmost
importance to the Government. For this
reason, housing and land have received
constant and full attention from the Gov-
erniment.

I would like to mention the results
which have been achieved by the Gov-
ernment in a short space of timne. I know
myself from the number of items which
come to my attention in relation to devel-
opment that the work which is being done
by the committee of specialists which was
created to take the bottlenecks out of the
pipe-one might say-by helping people
to subdivide as quickly as possible
is bearing fruit. A great deal of credit
should go to the people who have given
their time and energies to bring this
about.

Mr. Graham: Can the honourable mem-
ber mention any changes which have been
made to speed up the processes?

Mr. RUSHTON: I shall refer to my own
area. After all, every member has greatest
knowledge of his own area. I know that
servicing of land has been speeded up in
ray area, and I refer particularly to deep
sewerage facilities and the provision of
water. These matters have been given
direct attention. Previously the position
was, to a degree, that delays were
occurring. However. I can assure the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that they
are not now. Whilst, of course,
one can always continue improving, I can
guarantee that results are being seen
through the work of the committee. I
am referring particularly to my own
area, because this is where I have had the
most experience of seeing these results.
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Mr. Graham: I was referring to the pro-
cedural steps from broad acres to usable
land, I do not think the G3overnment has
made any change whatsoever In the pro-
cedural steps.

Mr. RUSHTON: I stress that emphasis
to this end has been given, but of course
there are always two points of view.

Mr. Graham: I ask the honourable mern-
ber to see if he can indicate one change.
I defy him to give evidence of one single
change in procedures.

Mr. RUSHTON: If the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition is asking whether the
Government is taking land off people willy-
nully, the answer is "No."

Mr. Graham: I am not talking about
land, but of allowing people to use their
land.

Mr. RUSHTION: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition will have the opportunity
to develop his speech at another time. I
say quite definitely that blocks are being
developed in faster time. I respectfully
suggest, however, that more can be done.

Mr. Graham: I will say!I

Mr. RU7SHTON: X should like to s a
Person who is experienced in development
at the head of the committee. In saying
this, I am not being disrespectiful to Mr.
Hillman who, I understand, is chairman
at the present time. I have every respect
for this gentleman and I am sure every
member who has been associated with
him would agree that he is a man with
great ability and certainly he is a very
capable officer. However, I consider that
extra emphasis should be given to
development. We must remember that
housing is probably one of the most im-
portant items so far as people are con-
cerned and, as I said before, people are
our' greatest asset. Whatever we can do
to improve family life, living conditions.
and the environment of our people, is
certainly a matter of the utmost urgency
to the Government and members on this
side of the House.

I consider that the person who should be
at the head of the committee would need
to be aggressively intent on obtaining re-
sults. I am sure all members would know
of a suitable Person. My opinion is that the
person who heads the committee should be
employed full-time and should work very
closely with the committee of specialists
which we have at present. I say "speci-
alists" advisedly, because each one has a
full understanding of his subject. Every
member would agree that the committee
has a collective wealth of knowledge
and this is essential for expediting develop-
ment and improving the situation
generally.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
honourable member has five more minutes.

Mr. RUSHTQN: In closing I stress that
this is something we could do arid, In so

doing, it would give extra emphasis to the
already increasing momentum of develop-
ment in housing and land.

MRl. 11. D. EVANS (Warren) [5.40 p.m.):
I take the opportunity which the Appro-
priation Bill affords to place before the
respective Ministers two matters which
affect the district which I represent and
which to a lesser degree, of course, affect
the State.

The first of these issues is in the nature
of a direct appeal to the Minister for Agri-
culture. It Is an appeal to consider the
provision of cool storage facilities in Ceylon
for seed Potatoes which are sent to Ceylon
from Western Australia. Such cool storage
facilities are a virtual necessity but, at the
present time, they are facilities which the.
people of Ceylon simply cannot afford.
Possibly this could be done-aor maybe it
should be done-under the Colombo Plan,
which gives assistance to underdeveloped
countries. It certainly would be a benefit
to the recipient country and it would be
a benefit to us.

At present, Ceylon is engaged on a drive
to become self-sufficient in the production
of foodstuffs, and potatoes are a comn-
modity which is being increased. Western
Australia has been a supplier of seed
potatoes to Ceylon, but we suffered a
serious reversal in the last crop. Approxi-
mately 2,100 tons of seed Potatoes were
sent to Ceylon earlier this year, but much
of the seed deteriorated badly to the point
where It was virtually useless. As a result,
the reputation of the Western Australian
potato industry has never been lower i
that country and our prospects of increas-
ing the trade have diminished rather badly.
As far as the seed potato trade is con-
cerned, 1969 has been a year of setbacks.

Part of the reason for this was the in-
experience of the people In Ceylon in
handling seed potatoes, but also part of
the reason-anid I think the larger part-
was the absence of suitable storage facili-
ties. I understand the seed was stored in
badly ventilated sheds in unfavourable
climatic conditions. This fact, together
with the lateness of the Ceylon season for
planting, accentuated the storage problem.
Seed dug from the spring crop-that is,
seed which was lifted in January-was not
sown in Ceylon until late in June or even
after the end of June. Normally the Ceylon
season will extend from June until about
the middle of July. It follows the har-
vesting of the rice crop and the land is
used a second time for the purpose of
potatoes. Variation in different districts Is,
of course, fairly marked, but it can be
taken as a general assumption that the
planting of potatoes is completed about
-mid-July.

We find that some of the seed was taken
from a crop lifted in Western Australia in
January. This came about because not all
the seed can be supplied from the summer
crop, which is harvested in and about May.
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To produce all the seed which is required
for this trade from the crop dug in May
would create a serious imbalance with the
quantity of "A"-grade potatoes which have
to be marketed on the home market in
this State. Although there are some weeks
of variation between the various districts,
generally speaking these potatoes must
survive for something over four months.
The use of cold storage facilities will ex-
tend the life of seed potatoes. Three
months is approximately the limit set for
the useful life of seed potatoes in normal
conditions; in other words, they will
remain active for that time.

However this period of effectiveness is
doubled if the seed is kept in a cool store
provided, of course, it does not show
tendencies to shoot before being placed in
coal storage. I think the benefit to the
people of Ceylon is fairly obvious. They
are a poor people and the purchase of
seed often places a heavy burden on the
peasantry of that country. Of course, good
seed is absolutely essential, but they can-
not get it if it is not stored in the appro-
priate conditions.

At the same time the benefit to the West-
ern Australian potato industry is very
marked. It is hoped that Ceylon will
ultimately become self-supporting in the
Production of potatoes and will require
something in the order of 80,000 tons a
year. To achieve this it is necessary to use
about 10,000 tons of seed. Western Aus-tralia is in a position to supply the bulk
of this seed-to the order of about 7.000
tons-if advantage of the position is taken
now.

With regard to production, 2,000 tons of
seed is not a great problem. That isachieved even now, and Can be supplied
with a minimum of difficulty and with-
out any great production problem. How-
ever1 to Produce about 7,000 tons of seed
from one late crop In order to ensure
proper seed production, would result in
the glut of "A"-grade potatoes to which r
referred.

The use of cool storage facilities would
mean that seed could be harvested from
both the spring and the summer crops in
Western Australia, and growers would have
a market for a lot of potatoes which are
at the present time unsaleable. Such small
seed potatoes are largely wasted because
of their size: and so not only could the
tonnage be increased by this export, but
al~o a market could be created for a
naiticular class of potato which at present
is regarded as being of little value. So the
industry stands to gain a twofold benefit.
r hardly need add that the possible benefits
in international goodwill are highly desir-
able from whichever standpoint one takes.
Our participation as a nation in the
Colombo Plan shows that we recognise our
responsibility to assist the underdeveloped
nations, and that to some extent we are
assuming that responsibility.

I feel the provision of a cool storage
facility is an ideal type of assistance which
we could render to such countries in Asia.
It is the proper kind of help inasmuch
as it would assist those people to become
self-sufficient in food production and this,
of course, is an absolute necessity right
throughout Asia. So on those grounds we
should have a fairly high regard for a
proposal of this kind. It would not be a
handout in the accepted meaning of the
term; it would be a capital aid which
would endure and assist Production for
many years.

It would be a recurring benefit which
would be utilised every year for many years
to come. It would also be a benefit to
Western Australia. and to the Western
Australian potato industry and, as such,
it would repay its initial cost over and
again with the passage of the years. As
well as that we would have the additional
bonus of goodwill.

There is ample precedent for action of
this nature. Perhaps I could refer to the
United States project in West Pakistan
where a venture of this kind was under-
taken. I believe the United States built
four coal storage units in West Pakistan for
the purpose of storing seed potatoes. it was
-as is typical of the United States-an
extensive project; and it must be remem-
bered, too, that America is not*- involved
in a potato trade. There is probably
greater justification for us to give the
matter serious consideration.

Western Australia is advantageously
positioned, and we stand to gain a small
monetary advantage in freight. As a
Colombo Plan venture, the other States
would have an equal moral opportunity
to participate in it; but, to use the verna-
cular of the racecourse, we in Western
Australia would have the inside running.

This, of course, is definitely to our ad-
vantage. I indicated that perhaps it may
be a Colombo Plan venture that could
be undertaken at a national level, but it
could also be a State venture, having re-
gard to Western Australia's interest in
the matter.

But whichever way the Minister would
regard this proposal I feel that he could
very probably have it examined to estab-
lish its practicability and also its desir-
ability. If it does nothing else it would
help retrieve Western Australia's damaged
reputation with Ceylon so far as potato
growing is concerned. Some timne must
elapse, of course, before any scheme of
this nature comes to fruition and, accord-
ingly, the immediate undertaking of thr
suggested examination is very desirable.

I would ask the Minister to take tip
this matter either with the Commion-
wealth or as a State and Industry yen-
time, because the industry could well con-
tribute to it. The assistance that could
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be returned to Western Australian indus-
try and to the economy of the State
generally, would rim into many hundreds
of thousands of dollars,

While on the subject of seed, perhaps
a donation of seed as a replacement for
the seed rendered useless could also be
considered. I would very much appreciate
a reply from the Minister on this matter
when he speaks to the debate.

The next subject I wish to raise comes
within the province of the Minister for
Fisheries and Fauna. It concerns a mat-
ter which may appear trivial in a House
such as this which is accustomed to
examining and debating matters of State
and national import. I refer to the con-
servation of marron in the rivers of the
south-west. Marron are natural creatures
and I might add they are also a tourist
attraction in connection with which con-
servation measures should be very rigidly
enforced.

The hundreds of sportsmen as well as
the majority of the residents in the War-
ren and other surrounding areas, who
participate in marron fishing each season
feel this is a matter which merits im-
mediate consideration. The steady de-
cline in the numbers of marron in south -
west rivers In recent Years has become
painfully apparent. With the passing of
each succeeding Year the hauls of marron
decrease proportionately.

The present methods of conservation are
in themselves inadequate and the time is
nigh when some serious effort should be
made to control the fishing of these
creatures. If this is not done a very desir-
able sporting activity will rapidly come to
an end.

The marron is the largest of the three
species of freshwater crustaceans which
are known to positively exist in the south-
ern Part of the State. The three species
of crustacean are the marron. the gilgie,
and the koonac. Confusion does occasion-
ally arise when It comes to identification
though there Is no real cause for confusion
in this matter. The marron and the gilgie
are known to be found only in perman-
ent waters, but the koonac is frequently
found in the swamps of the coastal areas.
Their distribution has become rather
occluded in recent times because of the
Indiscriminate introduction of various
waters where the marron was not pre-
viously indigenous.

From the records of the Western Aus-
tralian Museum, specimens of marron have
been found in an area stretching from the
Swan River near Guildford to the rivers
of the south-to the Hay River in the Mt.
Barker district. Actually Manjimup, Pem-
berton. Walpole, and Denmark are the
areas where marron fishing Is most pre-
valent.

Surprisingly
been carried
creatures and

little scientific research has
out in regard to these

this no doubt is due to the

fact that there Is so little immediate
commercial return from this direction. We
find that considerable research has been
undertaken into the rock lobster industry
and the difference there is most noticeable.
There is little doubt that the export in-
dustry which the rock lobster provides
accounts for the increased interest in these
creatures.

It is only as a tourist attraction that
the sport of marron provides some justi-
fication, Perhaps, for spending the neces-
sary funds to carry out research and, as
a consequence, there is still a vast amount
which has yet to be learnt of the habits of
marron in this State.

Some little research was commenced in
1937 by Mr. Gregory at the trout hatch-
eries in Pemberton. His tenure of office
there was, however, not sufficient to
enable him to achieve any worth-while
result. His work was subsequently carried
on at the Pemberton trout hatchery by
Mr. Bruce Shipway whose findings appear
in a small booklet published In 1951.

This research work has been further
cardied on by Dr. Morrissey who has for
the past 18 months been associated with
the trout hatcheries at Pemberton. His
latest Piece of information was distributed
as a Department of Fisheries and Fauna
booklet to the members of this House not
so long ago. The department is most f or-
tunate in having an officer of the calibre of
Dr. Morrissey. He Is possessed of sufficient
ability to merit national recognition.

As I have remarked, the recognition of
the possibilities of marron fishing Is grow-
ing. A recent newspaper report indi-
cated that consideration was being given
to the introduction of marron into the
waters in the north-west of the State.
This is the sort of Increased publicity
which has attracted the marron fisher-
men from aL wide area to participate in
the sport in the southern waters. As
details and more intimate knowledge of
the sport are spread, more people will
become involved in it. Of course, with
the increased spread there will be a
greater need for increased conservation
of marron. It is impossible to assess to
any great degree of accuracy the number
of people who participate in this sport
during the open season, but the number
must run into hundreds.

The popularity of the sport can be at-
tributed to a number of factors. One Is
the publicity which I have referred to;
but at the same time there has been a
vast increase in vehicular traffic in the
past 20 years, so that today People travel
over much vaster distances than they pre-
viously did, and 100 miles on a single
expedition is quite-common. People to-
day think nothing of travelling to the
southern district of the State for a week-
end of fishing.
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Another reason is the greater accessi-
bility to the more remote sections of the
river. This has been accentuated by the
development of tracks in the forest. Of
course, these fire prevention tracks are an
integral and vital part of forest manage-
ment. but at the same time with their
construction the previously Inaccessible
and more remote parts of rivers no longer
remain inviolate. The use of boats has
enabled fishermen to operate in what
were Previously inaccessible waters; and
It was in these more remote sections of
the rivers that the creature bred in nunm-
her. Naturally there was a spread of
marron to other sections of the rivers.

Today fewer and fewer of the previously
remote sections of the rivers remain, for
the reasons which I have outlined. The
growing awareness of the pleasures of
this sport and the increase in the num-
ber of fishermen-among whom is the
same proportion of indiscriminate fisher-
men who are not conservation conscious
-are the factors contributing most to the
decline in the numbers of marron.

Restrictions on the catching of marron
exist in the regulations. They provide
for the length of the season, and in this
respect reference should be made to the
drought conditions which are prevailing
in this State. The drought could have a
detrimental effect on the marron. it Is
certain that the marron population will
be concentrated in pools with little or no
running water joining them.

The Department -of Fisheries and Fauna
has undertaken to cancel the duck season
this year for the reason that the ducks
will have virtually no protection. The
same argument could be applied with
validity to marron fishing, because of the
low water levels of the southern rivers.

Restrictions are also imposed under the
regulations on the size and number of
marron which may be caught, and on the
type and number of nets which may be
used. These restrictions are set out very
clearly in the regulations, and they have
been reprinted in the booklet which has
been issued by the department. The
minimal size of the marron which can
be caught is set at a carapace length of
three inches. This appears to be a gen-
erous size to set, having regard to the
small size of the marron. However, there
is certainly no necessity to take a crea.-
ture which has a carapace of less than
three inches.

Mr. Jones: But the people do.

Mr. H-. D. EVANS: The member for
Collie points out that they do. I under-
stand that a restriction which will become
operative under the regulations to be
promulgated by the Minister will be very
beneficial to the conservation of the mar-
ron. Whilst the regulations are very

desirable and necessary, they will not be
very effective unless they are policed ade-
quately.

The area involved is a very wide one;
and it covers hundreds of miles of river.
At present there is one full-time officer
engaged as an inspector of marron during
and outside the season. He has, in view
of the number of centres and the many
hundreds of miles of river involved, a rather
hopeless task to ensure that the regula-
tions are observed.

I think there is a lack of appreciation
of the situation by some thoughtless mar-
ron fishermen. it will be appreciated that
some people after a long excursion to
catch marron, find that they have not
made catches as great as they would like.
Consequently, they take back everything
they catch including undersized inarron.
Of course, the stock of marron In the
river suffers. In this regard some fisher-
men show a great lack of thought.

However, during the 1968-69 season.
when the inspector was operative for the
first time, some desired results were
achieved, I have been told by various
residents in the district I represent that
the number of fishermen who poached out
of season this year was greatly reduced.
and this reduction was attributed to the
knowledge that there was an inspector
somewhere in the region.

A number of other conservation
measures can be suggested, but they need
to be assessed for their practicability, and
this would be the proper work of the
officers of the Department of Fisheries and
Fauna. One of these suggestions is the
establishment of modern sanctuaries: that
is. areas of river permanently closed, or
closed for long periods, in which stocks
could breed and could then be released,
or could then travel disitances along the
river on either side of the sanctuaries.

Precisely how these sanctuaries could
be policed is, of course, the big problem.
It could involve the appointment of
honorary inspectors as is the case with
honorary game wardens; but this is again
something which should be regarded a little
more closely. I believe that an Increase in
the policing aspect, it a closed-water system
is adopted, would probably be the start-
ing point in all conservation matters.
This, it is true, would involve funds be-
cause a charge would be required. Whether
or not an increased license fee would help
offset this cost to a sufficient extent to
enable a second and perhaps a third in-
spector to be appointed, would again be
a matter for departmental economics.

The policy regarding licenses is at the
moment rather cumbersome and therefore
most fishermen would not bother to get
one. I think the term "most" is quite
correct inasmuch as few people will take
the trouble to contact the Department
of Fisheries and Fauna to pay the $1 fee
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for a license. However, if the tourist
bureaus throughout the State were ap-
pointed agents, they would be readily ac-
cessible and the increase in the number
of licenses obtained would be very notice-
able indeed.

Policing could include the random patrol-
ling of rivers and the establishment of
road blocks of the type used by fruit in-
spectors, This would be necessary for
only a very short period of the year because
the inspectors would not take very long
to realise the most advantageous positions
nearest the areas where the greatest
amount of fishing takes place.

As I'said I realise the cost which would
be involved and I also realise that the
license fee would be only one way to offset
this cost.

Whether or not we like to believe it,
marron are rather unique. In other parts
of the world great sums are spent on
acclimatizing and introducing fish and
other game into waters. We already have
the marron here and all we must do is
conserve what we are fortunate enough to
possess.

In the long-term view the assessment
of the environment will be important. In
many parts of the world pollution has been
responsible for the destruction of many
inhabitants of streams. Pollution does not,
of course, refer only to factory pollution,
such as is the case in, say, the Hudson
River. It can also be the result of clearing
of blocks for various reasons. The rivers
become cluttered up by debris, and also
the salinity of the rivers is increased to a
level which will not allow the water to
support life.

However, probably the most suspect form
of pollution would be DDT and other insec-
ticides. Not a very high concentration level
of DDT is necessary for creatures to be
devastatingly affected, and this applies
particularly to marron and other crust-
aceans of this kind. DDT has the same
effect on the marron as it has on the
insects in orchards.

I am afraid that the general attitude
towards DOT and other insect-destroying
sprays and powders is one of over-
liberalism, and this is something for which
we might have to answer dearly to post-
erity.

I1 would like to thank the Minister for
his attitude in the past. He readily agreed
to make Dr. Morrissey available to address
a meeting in Manjimup two weeks ago;
and his action in this matter is much
appreciated. However, I would like to draw
his attention to the insufficiency of con-
servation methods which are used at
present; and I would urge that he ensure
that the officers in his department make
ever effort to ensure that conservation
along these lines is increased.
Sifting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. MoPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) 17.30
P.M.]J In speaking to the Appropriation Bill
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) I desire to
draw the attention of the House to the
matter of death duties, both in the State
sphere and the Federal sphere. I refer
to death duties because I believe they are
a matter of very great concern, particu-
larly to primary producers, at this time.

From information which has been given
to mue I understand that probate was
introduced into Australia as far back as
1914 to raise finance for war purposes.
The present rate of probate was set in
1941, again as a war-time measure. I
have heard this tax described as a ghoulish
tax. When one considers that the tax
was first imposed during the first World
War, and the rate was again set during the
second World War, it does appear to be
rather coincidental. The tax has continued
to be imposed at the same rate since 1941.

I wish to refer to an extract from a
speech made by Senator Frowse when
speaking on the Customs Tariff Validation
Bill in November, 1957. Senator Prowse
had the following to say:-

if one examines the Forty-Sixth
Report of the Commissioner of Tax-
ation for the year 1955-65, under the
heading "Taxation Statistics" one
finds that .although the number of
taxpayers described as primary pro-
ducers is 6.5 Per cent. of the total
they pay 9.5 per cent. of the total tax.
This seems reasonable enough, but
'when one looks at the breakup of the
figures showing probate Paid by tax-
payers classified as primary producers
one sees that they paid 34.5 per cent.
of all estate duty. In other words,
6.5 per cent. of the taxpayers paid
34.5 per cent. of the duty.

To give an illustration of how valuations
have increased over the years, and how
this tax has hit the primary producer
rather severely, I will compare the death
duties Payable on a property in 1941, in
1966, and in 1969. The figures have been
worked out pretty accurately and if we
take a Property of some 2,000 acres and
include the value of stock and equipment
then the total value in 1941 would have
been $25,000. At the 1941 rate the total
State and Federal death duties would have
been 8 per cent. of the estate.

Taking the same property of 2,000 acres,
and bringing it forward to 1955 valuations
-and increasing the sheep numbers to
keep up with the rising costs which one has
to do to carry on, and allowing for the in-
crease in equipment-the property could
be valued at somewhere in the vicinity of
$236,000. Again using the 1941 rate the
probate assessed on that property would be
$92,000, or 39 per cent. It can be seen
what a tremendous burden probate duty is
on a property due to increased values over
that period of time.
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No doubt a number of people are quite
critical and do not have very much sym-
pathy for those who have to pay large
amounts of estate duty. However, if a
person did have a property worth, say.
$200,000 and all he had to do was to pay
duty and then Pocket the rest, that lack
of sympathy would be understandable. But
when a young man Inherits a $200,000
property and he has a family to look after,
he has to find something like $75,0)00 to
pay the death duties.

If that young man does not have the
$75,000 he has either to sell the property,
if he can find a buyer, or endeavour to
borrow the money, if that is possible. if
he cannot borrow the money he is in great
difficulty. If he can borrow the money he
will have to pay a high rate of interest
while repaying the loan. So it is not fair
that young people, or anybody who has a
property of that kind, should be committed
to bear a burden of that nature.

Take the case of a man of about 40
years of age with a young family. If he
had such a property and he needed that
sort of money he would find the task of
getting it just Prohibitive, and he would
be forced to sell the property to pay the
death duties.

If we examine the tables iontained in the
taxation statistics for 1967-68-the ones I
have before me-it will be found that the
number of deaths of people under 50
years of age in Western Australia during
that period of 1987-68 was only 3.3 per
cent. of the total. That figure indicates
that it would not be very difficult for the
Federal Government to move completely out
of that taxing field. The incidence of Pro-bate tax on Primary producers at the pre-
sent time is virtually unsupportable. Pri-
mary industry is endeavouring to compete
on world markets against ever-increasing
costs. Probate tax is an avoidable cost to
primary industry.

The only way a farmer can reduce unit
costs is to increase his holding and subse-
quent output in relation to his costs. This
inevitably means increased capitalisatlon,
and increased capitalisation means pro-
vision must be made fur increased probate.
The increased provision for probate on an
escalating scale offsets the benefits derived
from increasing the size of the unit to bring
about more economic production. This has
caused a great deal of frustration in pri-
mary industries.

in view of the argument Put forward by
Senator Prowse, and no doubt by other
members of the Federal Government, the
Right Honourable John McEwen in a
recent policy speech had something to say
on the matter. Apparently the Federal
Government had examined death duties
and decided to do something about them.
An announcement was made by the Gov-

erment. I will read an extract from the
speech given by the leader of the Country
Party as follows:-

The Country Party has recently
sponsored, and the Government has
adopted, a, new approach to this.

That was said with a view to easing estate
duty problems of the family farmer.

With an estte passing to a close
relative, the statutory exemption is
raised from $20,000 to $24,000. For
rural estates up to a value of $250,000.
the scale of duties payable has been
substantially reduced. For an estate
of $120,000, for example, the duty will
be halved!

Recognition has been given to the
need to give the estate time to fipd
the duty payable, The statutory time
limit of two years is removed. If in-
sistence on payment would force a
break-up of the family property, ex-
tended time will be granted.

Coming back to the State field, certain
amendments were made to the Death
Duties (Taxing) Act by the amending
Bill which was brought down in 1966 and
which raised the exemption from $5,000
to $15,000, and listed the scale of duties
payable.

r have here a list of figures which have
been taken out for the years 1961-82 to
1968-69 inclusive. In 196 1-62 the total
of death duties collected was $3,018,000;
in 1962-63, $3,074,000; in 1963-64,
$3,069,000; in 1964-66, $3,006,000; and in
1965-66, $3,924,000. Members will see that
these figures are fairly static over a five-
year period. However, the year 1966-6 7
saw a sudden increase to $4,765,000; in
1967-68 it had increased to $5,200,000;
and in 1968-69 the figure was $6,364,000.
Prom the figure given in the Budget for
this year it is estimated that this amount
will increase to $7,500,000 over the next
12 months. The figures indicate that
there has been a dramnatic increase in the
amount of death duties collected in West-
ern Australia since the year 1966-67.

There appears to be a need for an in-
vestigation to see what can be done to
bring about a fairer distribution of estate
duties in Western Australia. I should
like to give an indication of the number
of estates involved, In 1961-62, the number
of estates was 2,777, and in 1968-69 it
was only 4,751. There is only a difference
of 974 over that seven-year period, and
yet we find that the estate duties have
doubled. This does not seem compatible
with the small increase of 974 in the
number of estates.

Referring again to statistics, I checked
with the statistical section of the Taxa-
tion Department to ensure that the figures
were correct, or as nearly correct as pos-
sible. I1 asked the Taxation Department
to give me the percentage of taxpayers In
the Commonwealth who are primary pro-
ducers. The figure I was given was 6.16
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per cent., which is very close to the figure
mentioned in the speech made by Senator
Prowse which I read to the House. Over
the whole of Australia, primary producers
pay 35.7 per cent. of the estate duty.

I1 then asked the Taxation Department
whether I could have the figures as they)
apply to Western Australia. The figures
the department gave mne indicate that
primary producers in Western Australia
represent 8.50 per cent, of taxpayers, but
on a State basis they pay 51.9 per cent. of
estate duty,

These figures are rather startling to my,
mind and, again. I reiterate that I con -
aider it is time same investigation was
undertaken by the Government to see
what can be done towards some easement
of the high incidence of estate duty.

Members know that there are various
methods by which primary producers who
develop their properties may obtain some
taxation relief during their lifetime. How-
ever, it is when primary producers pas
on that their properties are hit much
harder than others and this is mainly
due to inflated values of land prices and
the high value of improvements and
mechanised plant which are essential for
efficient operation. The sliding death duty
scale promotes a confiscatory death duty
pattern.

What can be done to ease the problem?
There are methods whereby primary pro-
ducers can do something about easing the
burden and one of these Is, of course, to
form a company. However, one must be
very careful In doing this and it is a
rather expensive way to go about easing
the burden. I personally do not think it
should be necessary to have to do this
sort of thing. I believe other countries
have attempted to abolish all probate
duties.

Other suggestions have been made with
regard to what can be done to ease the
burden. It has been asked: Why not
impose a tax on all properties and all land
which would be a public revenue and
which could be based on the productive
potential of a particular property? It
would be fixed on that property over the
lifetime of the owner and when he passed
on it could be attributed to the property.
This would offset the impact of the estate
duty after he has passed on.

Mr. Jamieson: There would be some
argument over productive capacity.

Mr. McPHARLEN: Yes, doubtless there
would.

Mr. Jamieson. Some would maintain it
was barren land when it was producing
bushels to the acre.

Mr. McPHARLIN: No doubt the brains
trust who work out these kinds of taxes
would have some answer to the problem.

Mr. Jamieson: Perhaps!

Mr. McPHAHLIN: I do think the proper
time to impose the tax is during the life-
time of the holder. If this were done it
would ease the terrific burden brought
about by the imposition of death duties
when death occurs.

Another recommendation has been made
with regard to life assurance policies. In
order to offset the impact of death duties,
could the assurance policy proceeds be
taxed as a separate fund and not
aggregated with the rest of the assets for
duty purposes? This may help in some
way.

Another suggestion which has been
made concerns a matrimonial home which
is owned by a spouse. It has been
suggested that when a wife dies and be-
cineaths. the property by will to her hus-
band the same concessions should apply
which presently apply in the case of a
jointly owned matrimonial home.

It is interesting to compare death duties
which are imposed in Western Australia
with death duties which are imposed in
Victoria, On certain advice I have re-
ceived, however, it seems that some as-
pects of the Victorian Act are undesir-
able. Nevertheless, the figures I have
make it at least interesting to compare
the two States.

Where final balance passes to widow/
widower, children not 21 years of age,
wholly dependent adult children, or a
widowed mother, a 30 per cent, discount
applies. Under the Victorian Act, when
the final balance is $40,000, the estate
duty is $2,800, less 30 per cent., which
brings it to a net probate of $2,520. Under
the amending legislation which was pass-
ed in Western Australia In 1966, on a
Ainal balance of $40,000 there is $1,200
Federal duty, and $2,250 State duty, which
makes the total amount payable $3,450.
This is roughly $1,000 more than would
be paid under the Victorian Act.

if one takes a higher figure of a final
balance of $72,00DO, under the Victorian
Act the amount of State duty payable is
$6,850, the amount of Federal duty $400,
which gives an amount of $7,250 less 30
per cent. which makes the total amount
payable $5,142.50. Under the Western
Australian legislation on a final balance
of $72,000, altogether a total of $8,910
would be paid in probate duty. The dif-
ference between the amount charged un-
der the Western Australian legislation and
that charged under the Victorian legisla-
tion increases according to the value of
the estate. For example, on a final balance
of $360,000, the total payable in Victoria
is $81,000, less 30 per cent. which gives
the amount of net probate payable as
$56,700. The position in Western Aus-
tralia on a property valued at $360,000 Is
that an amount of $90,000 would be paid
in probate.
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Mr. Graham: It still leaves $270,000 to
some lucky person.

Mr. MCPHARLI: This was a family
estate and the probate duty had to be
found. In the case of a farmer this creates
great difficulty.

Mr. Graham:, I have sympathy for many
people before I have sympathy for a per-
son who is left $270,000 net under an
estate.

Mr. MoPHARLILN: That is the position
relating to the payment of Probate duty
in Western Australia. I understand the
Premier has stated that he will review
Probate duties in this State within the next
few months. I suggest to the Government
that this action should be taken without
any further hesitation.

I will now speak of another tax which
has caused considerable concern through-
out the State in recent years. As we know
It, it is the ton mile tax which Is imposed
under the Road Maintenance (Contriblu-
tion) Act. The imposition of this tax goes
beyond the State and, I think, involves the
Commonwealth. To my way of thinking
this tax is Poor In concept and, in practice,
it is weak. It must be considered as being
one of the most ill-conceived pieces of
legislation ever presented to Parliament.
Its inherent deficiencies affect both the
Transport Department and the industry
and this must be clear to all Governments.

Despite the best efforts of the depart-
ment, it is apparent that the cost of
collecting the tax is extremely high, the
methods used to police the Act are full
of imperfections, and the difficulties
associated with the legal enforcement of
the provisions of the legislation and the
wasting of the time of public servants
should be of great concern to all. As a
result ofT the imposition of this tax, the
costs of the industry due to the compila-
tion of returns, have been compounding
at an ever-increasing rate and this results
in a waste of national resources.

The cost of collecting the tax is extrem-
ely high. In some States--not in Western
Australia-it is estimated to be as high as
10 per cent. I am sure this must represent
a serious loss in adding to the funds that
would otherwise be available for road pur-
poses. Despite this, the payment of a sub-
stantial amount of tax is constantly being
avoided, the extent of which would be
surprising. On an industry level the tax
discriminates between classes of commer-
cial users of vehicles without any estab-
lished scientific or economic basis and con-
fers an unfair trading advantage on the
unscrupulous operator who seeks to avoid
his legal obligations.

It is difficult to understand how respon-
sible governments can acquiesce in regard
to methods which have been put aside as
ineficent because of their shortcomings.
This all stems from a difference In philo-
sophy between the Commonwealth and

State Governments on how they should
appropriate funds obtained from a tax that
is levied on road users.

It is the view of the Commonwealth
Government, and it is part of its policy, at
least in recent years, that taxes levied on
road users, including fuel taxes, are not
hypothecated to any particular purpose,
On the other hand, it is apparently the
view of the Commonwealth that taxes
levied by State Governments on road
transport users should be hypothecated
to road construction and maintenance.
This is rather confusing to many road
transport operators, because, by one
authority, they are expected to pay their
share of the costs of maintaining the
roads, and by the other authority to pay
an even larger share of tax to general
revenue, part of which is returned to the
States for use on the roads, but no part
of which must be taken into account when
assessing an operator's contribution
towards the cost of road maintenance.

I think the failure of the Commonwealth
to recognise the significance and impli-
cations of some of its actions and the
impact of some of its policies on State
Government policies-not all of which
are in the interests of the transport
industry economy-is an illustration of
the need for greater co-operation between
the Commonwealth and the States.

I understand that other federations-
the one I refer to is in Canada-have at-
tempted to adopt a fiscal Policy within
the States. Are we not, as a State, capable
of adopting our own fiscal policy? Should
we depend on the Commonwealth to tell
us how we should conduct our own affairs?
Surely we are capable of administering
our own affairs;, and the Premier should
not be obliged to approach the Common-
weath for money from time to time. A
political commentator sums up the posi-
tion in this way-

Centralism in Australia having fat-
tened itself on income tax and having
winded the States with a reimburse-
ment formula, then kicks them in an
unwanted direction with a conditional
grant.

Surely the State has the capacity to solve
its own problems. The Country Party at
least believes in federalism, and Surely we
could let the Government of Western Aus-
tralia administer its own State. We do
not want any planning and direction from
Canberra. We need our fiscal autonomy
for efficiency, for reform, and for State
loyalties.

The argument for efficiency is that gov-
ernment by the State will lead to better
judgments on priorities and will be re-
sponsive to the needs of the community.
The Commonwealth must be made to
realise that the States should have ade-
quate funds for their purposes, and that
taxes, such as the road maintenance tax,
which is unfair and inhibits development,
must be abolished.
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Mr. Graham: I am wondering why the
Country Party members have been sup-
porting such a Liberal Government.

Mr. Lewis: They show good judgment.
Mr. Graham: They produce this terrible

result from its planning.
Mr. Bovell: It would have been worse if

You had been on this side of the House.
Mr. McPHARLIN: Whilst in South Aus-

tralia last year with some of my colleagues,
I- took the opportunity to call on the Min-
ister for Roads and Transport. I point
out that we are not the only State that
is having trouble with the road mainten-
ance tax.

The South Australian Minister was good
enough to forward to our own State Min-
ister for Transport recommendations he
had made to the Road Transport Advisory
Council. To prove that ours is not the
only State that has run into trouble with
this tax, the following are some of his
recommendations:-

The five mainland States have,
over recent ,years, adopted the
road maintenance contribution system
of raising these funds. This is vir-
tually a ton mile tax which is levied
on heavy commercial vehicles.

This comment is interesting-
This method leaves a lot to be

desired but is the most ready means
which States have at their disposal
to levy a form of charge which is
somewhat related to road usage. The
other forms of raising funds at a
State level are drivers' licences and
vehicle registration but neither of
these are related to road usage. As
such, they do not seem to be the Most
equitable form of taxation for coping
with the increased demand being
Placed on the road system.

He goes on to say-
No doubt, the easiest and most

equitable means of taxation based on
usage is the levying of fuel taxes.
However, this method of taxation is
available only at a Federal level.
There would seem to be no doubt that
the most practical, equitable and
cheapest means of the raising of addi-
tional funds for road purposes would
be the fuel taxes to be increased, pro-
vided of course that the Federal Gov'-
erment would agree to return this
money to the State in which the fuel
was used. It is appreciated that at
the moment the existing grants made
to States under the Commonwealth
Aid Roads Agreement come from con-
solidated revenue and are not recog-
nised at a Federal level as being re-
lated to the Customs and Excise
Duties collected on petroleum pro-
ducts.

In those recommiendations the Minister
for Roads and Transport in South Aus-
tralia has agreed that this is a most
equitable and sensible method of applying
the tax, and that the individual States
should get together on the matter and
urge the Commonwealth Government to
agree to this request. If it were so de-
sired, the cashiers and the office staff
could deduct the amount of tax from the
value of the fuel that is imported into
the State, and the Commonwealth Could
then pay this amount back to the respect-
ive State Governments.

This wvould be the easiest and most
equitable way and nobody could avoid the
payment of the tax; everybody would have
to pay. The method is so easy to adopt
that I am rather surprised more pressure
has not been applied by all the State
Governments collectively to get the Com-
mnonwealth to adopt this method.

Mr. Graham:, Would not that impose the
heaviest burden on those farmers living in
the most remote areas if they were on
f uel?

Mr. MePHARLIN:, This applied at the
source where the import and excise duties
are taken; it would be spread evenly over
everybody.

Mr. Graham: But those who travel
short distances, like the metropolitan
driver, would pay little, but the farmer who
had long lines of communication would
be the heaviest hit.

Mr. McPHARLIN: At the present time
the small user is not paying anything at
all. This applies only to the eight-ton and
over capacity trucks. Under this system
everybody would contribute because the
smaller the car the less they would con-
tribute anyway.

Mr. Graham: But the farmer who is
further out would pay more than the
farmer who travelled a shorter distance.

Mr. MePHARLIN: That is true, but the
tax would be evened out in such a-way
that the amount paid would not be very
great. If this method were adopted we
would get away from the annoying system
of prosecutions that apply not only in
Western Australia but also in other States.

I have here figures which the Minister
has supplied on this very matter, as they
relate to Western Australia, for a period
of 12 months. These figures were given to
me in answer to a question and they show
that over a period of 12 months 2.286
charges were brought before the court-
that is, during the period 1st July. 1968,
to the 30th June, 1969. The total number
of convictions was 2,284. What a tremen-
dous waste this represents not only of the
magistrate's time but also of the time of
the court. it also constitutes a waste in.
collection costs to say nothing of the
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animosity that must be engendered be-
cause of these prosecutions. People must
feel most dissatisfied with any system
which applies this type of tax.

Mr. Graham: Have you the total of the
fines collected as a result of those prose-
cutions?

Mr. McPHARLIN: Orders were issued
by the court for a total of $51,266. The
number of convictions secured were 2,284.
The costs involved work out to approxi-
mately $10 per prosecution in connection
with solicitors' fees and so on. I do not
think that is an excessive cost nor do I
think it is detrimental that the prosecu-
tions in Western Australia were carried
out by a private firm. It is possible that
it is better for it to be done in that man-
ner than for the prosecutions to be
handled by the Crown Law Department.

I also had figures taken out of prose-
cutions in New South Wales. New South
Wales operates under the same system and
for a period of 12 months--1966-67-that
State averaged 611 prosecutions per month.
Does not this again emphasise how unde-
sirable is this form of taxation? I also
have before me the report of the Road
and Air Transport Commission in Western
Australia which was tabled in Parliament
a short while ago. The report staties_

Some criticism has been based on
the fact that people in the more
remote areas whose transport costs
are already high because of long haul-
age distances, are for the same reason
required to contribute more in road
maintenance charges. This is true.
but it is also true that the same people
have the greater need for good roads
and will in due time derive the greater
benefit from the roads which their
contributions, and those of others,
have been able to provide.

So this tax does load people who are
further out and the commission in its
report is Prepared to admit that this is so.
This is something about which I have been
complaining for some time-that the man
further out is being penalised because of
this unfair system of taxation.

I have read all the debates that have
taken place on this matter and I know
that the member for Gascoyne has spoken
long and well about applying a different
system in lieu of the system which was
eventually adopted. I know that still other
systems were suggested. It was suggested
that a tax be placed on licenses on a
graduated scale of perhaps $1 for the
small car and up to $400 or more for the
bigger trucks. Another suggestion was
that distributors of fuel pay a license in
a similar manner to the system which
applies to the distributors of spirituous
liquors. These aspects could be looked
at and applied if the Government so de-
sires*.

It is generally claimed that the heavy
trucks do most of the damage to the roads.
I do not think anyone will deny that a
loaded truck would do more damage to
the road than would an unloaded truck
or a lighter vehicle.

In order to get some idea of the pressure
per square inch on the roads I obtained
from one of the tyre companies informa-
tion concerning tyre Pressures and areas
per square inch as they applied to the
roads of our State. I also obtained the
weights of trucks and I carried out a few
exercises to see how this information ap-
plied to the position as it exists today. in
thbe case of a particular truck with 14 x 10
x 20 tyres, with an all-up weight of 22
tons, which is 49,280 lb., the load per
square inch of tyre contact equals 48.2 lb.
The total contact area with the road
equals 1,022 square Inches.

I worked out the figures for the same
truck while it was empty. The tare weight
pressure on the road of this truck was
15.4 lb. per square inch of tyre contact. I
then compared this with a Valiant motor-
car and a Holden with a tyre size of
6.95 x 14 in. The weight of the Valiant
car is 25 cwt. and after putting five people
in it , and allowing 1 cwt. approximately
for each Person, we find that the contact
surface of each tyre on the road equalled
25.46 lb. per square inch, which is more
than the pressure provided by the empty
truck.

I know it has been suggested to me that
this is not the end: that there are other
calculations that enter into it which can
prove that one is wrong in one's method
of arriving at a figure. I know, for ex-
ample, that there is a difference between
a static load and a moving load, but only
a mathematical genius would be able to
work these things out. I have not had
time to go into this aspect to see how the
figures apply.

Mr. Mclver: Have you spoken strongly
on this at the joint party committee
meeting?

Mr. MoPHARLIN: A committee was
appointed to investigate this matter and
though it has been working on the prob-
lem it has not come up with a report. I
do feel, however, that something should be
done to ease the burden; we should adopt
a more equitable method of taxation.

I have never suggested that the road
maintenance tax should be abolished, but
I do feel that an alternative method could
be applied which will give the Government
the income it needs--and there is no doubt
that the Government needs the income. I
do not deny this; I am merely suggesting
that we should have a fair and equitable
method of raising this tax; one that
spreads it fairly and squarely over every-
body. It should not be a sectional tax
which it appears to be under the present
systemn.
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The ACTING SPEAKCER (Mvr. Williams):
The honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. MoPHARLIN: Accordingly I hope
the Government continues with its investi-
gations. I suggest the whole matter be
taken further than the State level; that
it be taken to the Federal Government to
endeavour to get the Commonwealth to
agree that the method-suggested not only
by myself but also in many other quarters
-be applied throughout Australia at the
source, where the customs and excise duties
are applied. This would be the equitable
and easy method; It would do away with
the need to employ a team of inspectors
to travel along the roads to check vehicles:
it would do away with the need for the
transport operators to do the vast amount
of book work they are required to do; and
it would do away with the office staff that
have to be engaged in every State to
correlate and to keep an account of the
moneys that are attracted under this tax.

I urge the Premier, when he next goes
to the east to discuss Commonwealth-State
financial relationship, to look at this par-
ticular aspect to ascertain whether any-
thing can be done for the benefit of all
the States, and not only for the benefit of
Western Australia.

MR. JONES (Collie) [8.12 p.m.]: In
speaking to the Appropriation Bill (Con-
solidated Revenue Fund) I would like to
deal with a number of matters. The first
is in connection with forestry royalties and
the loss of royalties occasioned by the
policy adopted by the Forests Department
and by the Government. I do not want to
recount the problems that have arisen, be-
cause I did make some reference to this
matter in this House on the 17th Sep-
tember, However, the position has wors-
ened, and, as a result of the policy adopted
by the Forests Department, one of the
small mills in my electorate is to cease
operations within three weeks due to the
fact that no further timber reserves are
being made available to it by the depart-
ment.

When I spoke in the grievance debate on
the 17th September I indicated to the
Government that since the agreement with
Hawker Siddeley was granted three timber
mills-including the Banksiadale Mill and
the Worsley Mill-had closed down: and
the timber reserves which had been
granted to those mills were still retained
by Hawker Siddeley.

I also pointed out that since the closure
of the Worsley Mill the intake of timrber
into the Buckingham Mill had gradually
been reduced. Despite the fact that
Hawker Siddeley was granted three timber
reserves, the figures show that it is not
producing the same quantity of timber as
when the three mills were operating.

The answer to a question which I asked
on the 28th August revealed that Hawker
Siddeley had been granted a reserve ovez
16,400 acres in State Forest No. 24. While
these reserves are being held by Hawker
Siddeley, the position is that the small
mills in my electorate are threatened Wit.
closure. The point I put to the Minister
for Forests is this: Is Hawker Siddeley
meeting the requirements of the agreement
in relation to the reserves which have been
made available to it, and in relation to the
timber intake of the mills I have men-
tioned?

This is a rather serious question.
Mansard will reveal that the Minister for
Forests in reply to the question I asked
said that the small operators were given
every consideration, and that it was the
Government's policy to encourage them to
continue in production. To my knowledge
nothing has been done in relation to this
matter, as is revealed by a letter which I
have received from the Adelaide Timber
Co. This letter advises that one of its
mills in the Bowelling district is to close
in three weeks' time. For the sake of the
record I will read the letter which has
been sent to me. It is as follows-

27th October, 1969.
Mr. T. H. Jones, M.L.A..
3 Swanstone Street,
Collie W.A. 6225.
Dear Sir,
re our Bowelling Sawmill Permit 1294.

We appreciate and thank you for
your efforts, on behalf of Mr. Frank
Mills and ourselves, to obtain further
timber cutting areas from the Forests
Dept. in order to keep our Bowelling
sawmill operating.

This mill is providing employment
for seven married and two single men,
and at the moment we have sufficient
Uimber areas for only about three
weeks further cutting. Falling further
areas being made available it appears
as though milling operations will have
to cease.

Private property timber supplies
have been exhausted and there seems
to be nothing further available from
this source.

As you already know the Conserva-
tor of Forests wrote to us on 27th June
last advising that only approximately
four months life remained on the
above Sawmilling Permit, unless a re-
cut of the permit area could be carried
out. Such a recut does not seem at
all feasible unless perhaps, if orders
for the small sleepers (6 ft. 6 in. x 8
x 4t) come available in fairly large
quantities.

Since June the Forests Dept. have
granted us two or three small locations
to keep the plant operating but we
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know of nothing else likely to come
available and we would appreciate any
further assistance you can give in the
matter.

Yours faithfully,
for The Adelaide Timber Co. Pty. Ltd.

Managing Director.

As I see it the position is that three timber
reserves were made available under the
Hawker Siddeley agreement, but the com-
pany does not require these reserves. In
addition to this another permit over some
16,000 acres in the Rowelling district is
being retained for that company. Is this
a reasonable proposition? We find that
two mills have ceased operations and the
timber intake of the third mill has been
reduced, Why then is It necessary for
Hawker Siddeley to be ranted these leases,
and why is it necessary to retain for it
a permit over 16.000 acres in the Bowell-
ing district?

in the weekend I spoke to the officers
of the Forests Department at Collie about
this matter, and they advised me that
another small area had been made avail-
able to the mill in my electorate which Is
threatened with closure; but this small
area has suffcient timber to keep the mill
going for another three weeks only. This
is to be the end of the road, so far as the
Forests Department and this small timber
mill are concerned.

Mr. Graham: Did the officers of the
Forests Department give a reason for their
attitude?

Mr. JONES: No reason whatsoever was
given. The reply we received was that no
timber reserves were available. Of course.
the difficulties will be increased, because
my investigations show that three other
timber mill operators will be placed In a
position very similar to that in which the
mill I have just mentioned is placed.

Mr. Graham: Are those three mills
operating on private property or on
forestry country?

Mr. JONES: On private property at the
moment. I1 should point out that while
they are threatened with closure, these
other reserves are being held for Hawker
Siddeley. This is a crying shame, to say
the least. If the Conservator of Forests
and the Minister are honest in their ap-
proach, in view of what has eventuated-

Mr. Sovell: You are treading on dan-
gerous ground in accusing the conservator
and myself of dishonesty.

Mr. JONES: I did not suggest dishonesty
on the part of the Minister. I suggested
that he should do something about the
matter.

Mr. Boveli: You suggested that the con-
servator and I were dishonest.
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Mr. JONES: Perhaps I mentioned a
dishonest approach. It was not my inten-
tion to say that the Minister was dis-
honest. It was my Intention to ask him
to take some positive action; and that Is
not unreasonable. That is what I am ask-
Ing the Mlinister to do.

What is happening is a crying shame,
to say the least. It is a Position which
should not be tolerated in this State.

Mr. Graham: This would not have hap-
pened under the office of the predecessor
of the present Minister.

Mr. Bovell: Not much!I
Mr. JONES: If the conservator and the

Forests Department generally are genuine
they should act speedily and do some-
thing about the matter, in view of the
threatened closure of the mills. I hope
the Minister will appreciate the position
in which the small mill I am referring
to finds itself. I do not know where its
employees will be absorbed, because there
is no other employment available in the
Collie district. I hope that some notice
will be taken of what I have said, and that
someone will look into the agreement with
Hawker Siddeley to ascertain whether Its
provisions have been complied with.

The next point I wish to deal with con-
cerns shire rates. Members may be aware
that the boundaries commission has made
certain recommendations for the amalga-
mation of some shires in this State. In
respect of my electorate the boundaries
commission has recommended that the
greater portion of the West Arthur Shire
be taken over by the Collie Shire.

This has caused very strong resentment
in the district because the West Arthur
Shire does not want to lose its identity,
and a number of the farmers in the area
do not wish to be absorbed by the Collie
Shire. The problem confronting the
Collie Shire is one of economics and it is
a problem which, to say the least, would
be very rare. It involves a set of circum-
stances the parallel of which I doubt
would exist anywhere else in the Com-
monwealth. The position is that 82 per
cent. of the land in the Collie Shire is
unratable, because this land is either
forest reserves or mining leases, or is used
for water purification. As a result the
Collie Shire is faced with problems in
trying to meet its economic obligations.
It must, therefore, do something to better
its financial position.

Does any member know of any other
shire in Australia which would be in the
same circumstances, with 82 per cent. of
its land being unratable? It might be
argued that perhaps the community and
the shire obtain some benefit from the
forestry land and mining reserves: but
let us have a look at the situation con-
cerning water purification. Collie has one
of the biggest water catchment areas in
Western Australia and the Minister for
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Forests would know that forestry leases
which have been granted are now being
resumed and no farming land can be ob-
tained in Collie, even on lease, due to the
policy of the Water Purification Commit-
tee. As a result the Collie Shire finds
itself in an embarrassing position financi-
ally and is consequently considering the
adoption of the boundaries commission
report. It is this which is creating the
resentment between the West Arthur
Shire and the Collie Shire.

A number of organisations have ap-
Proached me personally, as they have ap-
proached other members in the electorate.
to see what can be done about that mat-
ter. I have a letter from the Mo~linden
Progress Association, which embraces Por-
tion of my electorate and also portion of
the electorate of the member for Black-
Wood. The association is very concerned

-about the situation and the uneasiness or
dissension being created by the matter
under consideration by the Collie Shire.
The letter reads as follows:-

Members of this Association wish
to express their concern regarding the
loss of revenue suffered by the Collie
Shire owing to the fact that 82%
of this Shire is non-rateable. We
strongly support any request asking
the Government to make available
compensating finance to the Collie
Shire.

We feel that this burden should be
shared by the whole state-which ul-
timately benefits from the forest land
from the water-sheds, and from the
mining leases in this Shire, and
earnestly request that you bring these
facts to the notice of the House.

Yours faithfully,
(Mrs.) R. BLEECHMORE,

Hon. Secretary.
That Puts the position fairly clearly.

The Point I wish to make on behalf
of my constituents is that if the State
is to benefit, which undoubtedly it will,
from the water pumped from the district,
the Shire of Collie should not be penalised.
As I have said, I know of no other similar
set of circumstances in the Common-
wealth and if the State is to benefit as
a result, Collie should be compensated.
This is the answer to the problem rathler
than the extension of the Collie Shire's
boundaries. People in the shire are Saying
that this is a Policy of centralisation
rather than decentralisation. Some bene-
fits may flow from the move and some
disadvantages may result, but the main
thing Prompting the Collie Shire to move
in this direction is the economics of the
situation occasioned by the fact that 82
per cent. of its land is not ratable.

I believe the position is quite clear and
something should be done about it. Collie
has a case and this Government should
consider it and compensate the shire.

The next matter with which I wish to
deal concerns the railways, and I would
hate to conclude my remarks without
making some reference to my friend, the
Minister for Railways. I refer to the
Question of road haulage. Initially it was
agreed that coal would be carted by road
from the Muja open cut to the Capel
ilmenite works. It was considered that
the tonnages initially Involved were not
sufficient to enable special transportation
by the railways.

However, now the tonnages are on the
increase and the information made avail-
able to me indicates that some 23,000 tons
of coal are being carted by road per year.
As has already been Pointed out, Collie
is suffering as a result of the railway
transfers from the town brought about by
the change in policy concerning the use
of coal. More is being used in the town
and less is being transported out of the
town and this has had a big impact on
the number of railwaymen employed. Now
that the amount of coal being transport-
ed has reached 23,000 tons, perhaps con-
sideration will be given to its being trans-
ported by rail instead of by road.

What must be taken into consideration
at the same time is the transport of
ilmenite. Members may not know it, but
ilonenite from the Capel works is also be-
ing transported by road. The figures I
have in my possession indicate that in
1965, 364,090 tons were produced, while in
1968-69. the figure was 570,609 tons, These
figures reveal that the amount of ilmnenite
being carted from the Capel works is in-
creasing; and I believe it would be advan-
tageous if this ilmenite were transported
by the railways instead of by road.

The Minister for Railways will know
that the section of line from Capel to
Sunbury is not a very profitable one and
maybe consideraton is being given to
its closure. I hope this Is not so, but if
it is, I am suggesting a way of averting
its closure. The ilmenlte could be trans-
ported by the railways instead of by road.

I think the member for Sunbury would
agree with me when I say that the cart-
age by road has a big impact on the
roads in the district. In fact, anyone
who drives along the South Western High-
way to Busselton would see the deteriora-
tion of the roads caused by these heavy
vehicles. Also involved is thle question of
traffic control and the effect of these
vchicles on other traffic. I believe that
it is time some consideration was given
to the cartage of coal by rail to the site
and the backloading of ilmenite to Bunl-
bury.

I do not know whether my facts are
correct, but I understand it is the inten-
tion of the company at Cape] to extend
Its operations. If this is so it will mean
that more ilmenite will be transported and
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more coal may be required. However, I
leave this matter In the hands of the
Minister, but I believe it is a lair enough
proposition and I hope that some consid-
eration will be given to It by him and the
Railways Department.

The next point to which I would like
to refer concerns the Minister for Agri-
culture. What is happening to the recom-
mendations which flowed from the mutton
and lamb Inquiry? It will be recalled
that In this House I moved for an inquiry
into the Price Paid for mutton and lamb,
and as a result a committee was appoint-
ed to look into the matter. It submitted
a number of recommendations after hav-
ing made a searching Inquiry into the
industry.

Mr. Nalder: You must have forgotten
what I told you last session.

Mr. JONES: I have not forgotten and I
am coming to that point. Nevertheless. I
thank the Minister for reminding me. on
Tuesday, the 12th August, in reply to a
question I asked, the Minister said-

As I replied In April of this year to
a similar question, Government en-
couragement to the development of
fresh overseas markets Is continuing
to be successful,

The Minister referred me back to the
report, and I think it would be true to say
that sections of the industry generally were
not happy with the findings of the com-
mittee of inquiry. I believe that even the
Farmers' Union appointed certain comn-
mittees to consider the report, and the
reports of those committees indicated that
they were not at all happy about the situa-
tion.

The point I wish to make is that in the
reply to my question the Minister advised
that an effort was being made by the Gov-
ermnent to encourage the development of
overseas markets. On Tuesday, the 12th
August, 1 asked another question, as fol-
lows: -

Does he consider that the prices paid
by exporters for various grades of
mutton and lamb are fair and reason-
able?

The Minister replied-
The entry of new exporters into the
trade in this State has assisted in
generating greater competition for
types of meat required for export
purposes.

On Wednesday, the 22nd October, 1 asked
the following question:-

Is It correct that stock firms from
South Australia and Victoria are.
Purchasing cattle or other stock in this
State which are transported to the
State involved, slaughtered and ex-
Ported overseas?

The Minister replied-
The Metropolitan Wholesale Meat Co.
Ltd., Adelaide, which has purchased
and forwarded between 25,000 to 30,000
sheep to date: and
Jacksons Coneo Meat Packing (1965)
Pty. Ltd., Victoria, which has purch-
ased approximately 5,000 sheep which
where forwarded to South Australia
and slaughtered at the Metropolitan
and Export Abattoir Board's Works
at Oepps Cross, South Australia.

So it is quite clear what is happening.
Whether that has been occasioned by the
drought conditions in the State I do not
know, but the Position is that Eastern
States exporters are able to come to this
State, transport sheep back to Victoria at
$2.50 a head, have the animals killed, and
then find an overseas market for the
carcases. I would like to hear the views
of the Minister on this matter. It seems
to me that if exporters can come from
Victoria and South Australia to buy our
sheep, 'and it is a profitable venture, then
perhaps there is a market which has not
been tapped by this State.

Mr. Nalder: We have no proof that the
stock which was purchased in this State
and sent to the Eastern States was actually
exported. It may have been used for local
consumption.

Mr. JONES: f understand it was used
for export and that was in line with the
recommendations of the committee which
inquired into the mutton and Iamb indus-
try. If it is possible for the Eastern States
firms to export the meat as a profitable
venture, why cannot this State join in and
acquire a market? I would like to know
how far the Government has looked for
alternative markets for our meat.

In June, I referred to the question of pet
food meat, and I asked the Minister the
following question:-

What amount of pet food was imported
into this State for the years 1966,
1067, and 1968?

The answer was--
1965-66 . 861,506
1966-67 ... 1,287,447
1967-68 3,614,425

In 1967-68 we imported 3,614,425 lb. of
meat into Western Australia. The point I
make is: why is it necessary to import such
a large quantity of meat into Western
Australia? What is the Government doing
about looking into the question to see
whether an export market is available? I
understand that in Britain there are some
44,000,000 pets. That information was
given to me by a gentleman who is in-
terested in animals. It could well be that
a ready market might exist in Britain. It
is a crying shame that we import 3,614,425
lb. of meat into Western Australia in one
year.
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I hope the Minister will examine the
situation to see whether there is an outlet
for our Western Australian meat, instead
of having to import pet food meat into
Western Australia.

Mr. Jamieson: That figure includes
tinned meat?

Mr. JONES: Yes.
Mr. O'Neil: That figure represents

Pounds, and not tons. It is still a sub-
stantial quantity.

Mr. JONES: The next matter I wish
to raise is in relation to the alterations to
the Collie Prison. I am not disposed to
prisons, at the best of times, but I asked
the Minister for Police to ascertain whe-
ther it was intended to carry out altera-
tions to the Collie Prison.

I understand it is intended to build a
new prison and quarters very shortly. How-
ever, it was agreed that alterations would
be made to the existing prison by the
provision of an interviewing room, beds
f or prisoners, and showers. The point
I wish to make is that the showers are
to be cold showers. Imagine cold showers
in 4 town like Collie! I do not think it
would be denied by anyone In this House
that with the exception of Wandering,
Collie is the coldest place in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Gay! er: Careful now! Corrigin is
colder than Collie.

Mr. JONES: We will take third place on
this occasion: we are usually last. I
think the installation of cold showers is
a waste of time. Why not give the pris-
oners some small concession? Just Imagine
a woman who could be held in the prison
for 14 days being asked to take a cold
shower when the temperature is just over
30 degrees. The conditions in the gaol
are bad enough and I do not think it
would be fair to ask a woman to take a
cold shower. I think the question must
be considered from the health angle, and
I certainly would not like to ask my wife
to take a cold shower when the tempera-
ture was around 30 degrees.

Of course, the thought is that the people
being held in the Collie Prison are only
prisoners and it does not matter. It is
Probably thought that the conditions are
good enough because until the alterations
are made those who are imprisoned have
to wash under a tap.

If the Government, or the department,
is going to the expense of giving the pris-
oners some form of comfort, then decent
conditions should be provided so that the
prisoners can enjoy a hot shower. I am
sorry that the Minister for Police is not
here at the moment but I do hope that
someone will mention this matter to him.

Mr. Jamieson: The Minister for Police
bad a look at conditions overseas and no
doubt found that we were better off In
this State.

Mr. JONES: I do not know what his
findings were when he was overseas: I am
worried about the conditions at Collie. I
do not think it is a reasonable proposi-
tion and I wonder how members would feel
about taking a shower when the tempera-
ture was about 30 degrees. It is a little
too much to expect a woman, or any per-
son for that matter, to take a cold shower
when the temperature is about 30 degrees.

I would now like to refer to Govern-
ment coal contracts. I will not go Into
the question of coal, but the matter of
the coal contracts is causing the industry
and the business people some concern.
The contracts have been under considera-
tion for some months and I think they
have been coupled with the question of
obtaining overseas markets. However, the
matter Is really serious, and the unions
are concerned. As I have already said,
the contracts have been under considera-
tion for some time.

Tenders have been called and if the
Minister in another place were to realise
the Position I am sure he would appreciate
that it is not unreasonable to ask the
Government for some early announcement
to be made on the coal contracts. The
Position is that the company cannot
organise its planning and the unions find
themselves in a difficult Position with the
holidays not very far away. If an early
announcement is made the employees in
the industry, business People, and other
workers whon rely on the coalmining in-
dustry will know where they are going.
With those few remarks, I will leave it at
that.

MR. BURKE (Perth) [8.40 p.m.]: It Is
a recognised fact that mismanagement in
industry has the effect of forcing a de-
cline in profits aind sometimes a financial
crash. Generally we find that management
has Protected itself by tying up certain
investments in such a way that it will not
be affected by a financial crash. The
People who are most affected are the em-
ployees, because they lose their jobs and
other entitlements.

The same thing happens with govern-
ments. I can assure the Premier that the
concern be is feeling over the Budget is
being felt to a much greater degree by
the people of Western Australia. I hope
In the course of my address to be able
to give the Premier some assistance to
overcome Problems with which he is faced.
I do this in the hope that when the Labor
Party is returned as the Government at
the next State election the mess will not
be beyond our control.

Mr. ONeil: Will the Premier get into
a mess with the assistance you are goingr
to give him?

Mr. BURKE: I think if the Minister for
Housing were to concentrate on housing
be would be doing a good job.
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Mr. O'Connor: He is doing a good job.
Mr. BURKE: I think It is probably op-

portune for me to refer firstly to housing.
Mr. Q'Nell: I thought the honourable

member was going to assist the Premier.
Mr. B3URKE: Some time ago I asked

a question of the Minister for Works. I
wanted to know whether any consideration
was given to the people involved when
demolition work was undertaken for any
project. I asked the question because a
great deal of demolition work, rebuilding,
and redevelopment is being carried out
In my electorate. I consider that when
houses are demolished-and particularly
demolitions associated with the Mitchell
Freeway development-the people involved
should be considered, especially because of
the critical housing situation with which
the State Is faced. The Minister replied
on that occasion-the 30th April-as
follows:-

It has always been the practice of
the Main Roads Department to delay
the demolition of habitable houses
until the land is immediately required
for planned road works. This policy
is being applied to land required for
the Mitchell Freeway project.

I say quite definitely that this policy has
not been applied. It must be 12 months
since houses adjacent to the West Perth
railway station were demolished and now
people in the block between Aberdeen
Street and Newcastle Street have received
orders that they must be out of their
houses by the first week in December. The
Mitchell Freeway is nowhere near this
stage at the moment. The fact of the mat-
ter, as I see it, Is that the contracts to
demolish have been let. No reference has
been made to when the land will be re-
quired for freeway work and a complete
disregard has been shown for people who
live in the area. They are being thrown
to the wolves.

People who have left their homes be-
cause those premises were to be demol-
ished have, on occasions, been assisted by
the Minister for Housing and have been
allocated emergency accommodation. How-
ever, only a very small percentage of those
involved have been assisted. There is still
a four-year wait for rental or purchase
homes at the State Housing Commission. I
admit the State Housing Commission runs
two waiting lists at the present time: the
other is for high density accommodation.

High density development which has
been undertaken by the State Housing
Commission for purely political purposes
will not, in my opinion, solve the housing
problem.

Mr. Cash: That is not fair.
Mr. BURKE: in the future, we will

find that high density accommodation will
be the root cause of social evils. I have had

occasion to visit and inspect certain high
density units in the Balga, area. Although
I1 am a layman, I consider that not a great
deal of thought has been put into their
design. One which was constructed recently
has carports at the front. It Is possible to
drive a car in, if it is small, but there is
no hope of getting out of the car once It
is in the carport. The plumbing is
disgusting.

Mr. Jamieson: I have seen some of
these.

Mr. BURKE: The State Housing Comn-
mission, through the Minister, has told us
regularly that it selects tenants for high
density accommodation. Nevertheless, the
State Housing Commission does not
employ a trained social worker. In saying
this, I am not casting any aspersions on
the employees of the State Housing Com-
mission. For that matter, I do not hold the
Minister entirely responsible for the mess
in which housing in Western Australia is
in today. However, I do not think it is fair
to employees of the State Housing Com-
mission to require them to select tenants
for high density accommodation.

The sort of accommodation which is
being offered is three -bedrooined fiats for
families of four, five, or six people. I agree
that people are given the choice and they
can decline this offer of accommodation;
but I have no doubt that they would prefer
to accept it in many cases, because the
rent charged by the State Housing Com-
mission is generally considerably lower
than than that charged by private land-
lords. As I have said, I do not feel that the
development of high density housing,
which is being undertaken, is a solution to
the problem.

I do) not disagree with medium density
developments where provision is made for
certain facilities such as small yards. How-
ever,, I do disagree with the idea of
terraced housing which provides no Eacill-
ties such as yards and I disagree with
putting families into three-bedrooined fiats.
I can see only trouble coming from this
practice. We have many acres of land in
Western Australia. I personally have one-
eighth of an acre and it is completely
satisfactory for my purpose at the moment.
I guarantee that no other member in the
H-ouse would satisfy himself with less than
an acre.

Mr. Jamnieson: Less than an acre?
Mr. BURKE: I mean less than one-

eighth of an acre. I am not referring to
farmers, because drought and probate duty
cause them more problems than they
know what to do with.

Mr. O'Neil: An eighth of an acre must
be a terrace house. The honourable nmem-
ber should be happy that the commission
is building them.

Mr. BURKE: The rents which are being
charged are exorbitant and increasing all
the time. An amount of $30 a week is
being charged for a two-bedroomed flat in
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a block of flats recently constructed in
Cambridge Street, Wembley. In most cases
an amount of $30 would be in excess of
50 per cent. of the breadwinner's earnings.
It is, in fact, approximately 50 per cent.
of what is claimed as the average wage
in Western Australia today.

I cannot understand the reasons given
for the Government's refusal to introduce
rent control. In fact, the State Housing
Commission itself believes in rent control.
The commission rebates rents and, in fact,
the maximum rent charged by the State
Housing Commission on the list with which
I have been supplied is approximately 2,9
per cent. on a wage of nearly $60. If a
Government instrumentality imposes rent
control, how does this tie in with the state-
ment made by the Minister for Housing in
the past when he said that rent control
compromises Liberal Party policy?

A lot more has to be done to overcome
the housing problem. We are all in favour
of overcoming it; it is just that we dis-
agree regarding the methods to be used.
As I have said in the past, I do not think
the Government has a real desire to over-
come the problem. If the Government does
have a desire to overcome the problem, it
is not as great as its desire to look after
those who have a vested interest in the
Present situation.

Sir David Brand: That is simply not
true.

Mr. BURKE: The Government is dic-
tated to by landlords and private de-
velopers.

Sir David Brand: That is absolute non-
sense.

Mr. BURKE: It is not nonsense: it is
becoming more and more apparent as the
Years go by that private developers are
taking advantage of the situation, and the
Government is doing nothing about it. In
fact it is competing with them by the sale
of land through the State Housing Com-
mission.

Mr. Rushton: How would you rectify
the Position?

Mr. Jamieson: Here is the oracle again.

Mr. BURKE: Legislation was introduced
recently to remove land tax in some cases
and to reduce it in others; and, of course,
the Opposition would hardly disagree with
a proposal to decrease the amount of tax
paid by the small landholder.

Mr. Cash: The member for Ascot dis-
agreed with it.

Mr. Graham: Hello, there is No. 2!
Mr. BURKE: We do not disagree with

the reductions; we disagree with the fact
that it is just an expedient. In fact, as
has been pointed out, it will not be long
before properties valued below the mini-
mum level of $6,000 will be revalued above
that figure. I agree with the suggestion
made by members on this side that the
most equitable method of handling this

problem would be to investigate the pos-
sibility of adding a small Percentage in-
crease per annum.

Such an increase would be easy to
absorb and would remove the necessity to
revalue at regular intervals. I submit it
would also remove certain administrative
costs.

Mr. Bickerton: But it would not remove
the Government.

Mr. BURKE: Another matter to which I
wish to refer Is the tax on home units. For
the life of me I cannot understand how the
Government in good conscience can take
advantage of People living in multi-storied
developments who, in some cases, should
be required to pay only one-twentieth of
the present tax. In view of the fact that
home units do not have lawns and gardens,
an investigation should be made into the
possibility of rating the occupants of home
units for the water they actually consume
and with, perhaps, a small percentage for
a communal garden. Land tax could be
levied on a much more equitable basis than
is done at the present time. In many
instances which have been brought to my
attention the home units are occupied by
widows.

Some women lose their husbands and
find that their homes are too big and need
too much attention. So they sell their
houses with a view to moving into a home
unit wvhich is easier to maintain. Imme-
diately they move in they are faced with
a maintenance tax on the building and
then with rates and taxes out of all pro-
portion to their use of the land, water,
and as far as that goes, the local council
facilities. As I said, many of these people
are widows and others are retired people
with limited incomes.

I would like to refer to the matter of
transport and traffic congestion. It is quite
obvious to any member who leaves this
building during peak periods-and even
between Peak Periods on a Friday-that
traffic congestion is fast consuming
Perth's Pleasant atmosphere. We should
discourage the use of private vehicles in
the city; and the Government, making its
contribution towards discouraging the use
of private motor cars, reduces public trans-
port services and increases fares! This is
hardly the way to encourage the public
to use commuter transport.

Mr. Craig: Do you use your. private
vehicle in the city?

Mr. BURKE: I use my private car be-
cause I am continually calling on people
in my electorate, and the bus services are
so poor that it is impossible for me to
travel to many parts of my electorate
without a car.

Mr. Craig: You could walk around
your electorate.
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Mr. BURKE: I do regularly. I think it
would be worth investigating the pos-
sibility of providing free public transport
within a certain radius of the centre of
the city.

Mr. Cash; Where this has been tried
out it has not been a success.

Mr. BURKE: The honourable member
has asked that question before and re-
ceived en answer. If the question of pro-
viding free pubic transport services within
a certain radius of the city-it could be
half a mile or a mile; that would have
to be decided-were investigated with a
view to discouraging the use of private
vehicles in the city, it would reveal that
at present a great amount of time is lost
by industry, and the Government. That
loss of time could be overcome by provid-
ing an improved commuter transport
system and removing unnecessary motor
vehicles from the city. This would create
real advantages in the long term.

Mr. Jamieson: It would also allow the
M.T.T. to budget much better.

Mr. BURKE: The Minister for Trans-
port is not encouraging the use of public
transport: he is discouraging it.

Mr. O'Connor: in what way?

Mr. BURKE: I have made reference to
this matter in the past and I feel at least
it is worthy of investigation. In view of
the fact that today the maximum speed
limit on the roads in Western Australia
is 65 miles per hour I think we should in-
vestigate the possibility of fitting a gov-
ernor to motor vehicles to limit their
speed to 10 miles per hour. The only
argument I have heard in opposition to
this is that sometimes it is necessary to
have full power in order to pass another
vehicle. However, I am told that the
speed of a vehicle can be governed whilst.
still retaining its power. I understand this
can be done, not by fitting a governor to
the carburettor, but by fitting it on the
drive shaft in such a way as to limit the
possibility of lessening the vehicle's
power.

In my opinion this would reduce the
ebonomic loss, the loss of time, the death
rate, the number of injuries, and also
the tragedy which surrounds them. The
effect of this type of legislation on motor
vehicle manufacturers would be to take the
accent off speed and power, which is in-
volved so much with today's modern motor
vehicle, and place it on safety and com-
fort. The net effect of this would be to
make our roads safer.

Sir David Brand: If this is the simple
answer, why hasn't it been done through-
out the world?

Mr. BURKE:* We do not need the rest
of the world to give us the lead. Why do
not we give a lead?

Sir David Brand: I was just asking you
a simple question.

Mr. BURKE: Loet us investigate it with
a view to giving the res9t of the world a
lead. All too often In this place we hear,
for example, that the Governor's salary
is to be raised because the salaries of
Governors in other States have been raised,
and so on. However, enough said.

Sir David Brand: How often has that
argument been used in respect of the
salaries of members of Parliament?

Mr. BURKE: If the Premier can pro-
duce'proof that this matter has been fully
investigated, I will withdraw.

Sir David Brand: Well, let's stop Par-
liament and find out.

Mr. Tonkin: This Government did not
wait for the rest of the world to fluoridate
water supplies,

Sir David Brand: There are many
examples throughout the world, and most
satisfactory ones, too.

Mr. BURKE: I understand that in the
East Perth area the receipt and despatch
of goods from the Claisebrook station has
been stopped and now goods have to go
to the Maylands station or the goods
yards in Milligan Street. I tried to find
out what was going on, and eventually I
addressed myself to the commercial man-
ager of the Railways Department. He
advised me that it is the intention of the
department to make Kewdale the centre
for the receipt and despatch of goods for
the Perth area, and Fremantle-I may be
corrected on this point-the centre for the
receipt and despatch of goods in the Fre-
mantle area.

This will cause a lot of trouble, particu-
larly to small businessmen in the East
Perth and Perth areas.

When the word gets out, there will be
a reaction from the small businessmen
who will have to provide the transport
needed to convey their goods to Fremantle
or to Kewd ale. I would therefore like the
Minister for Transport to investigate the
possibility of providing an intermediate
point for the handling of parcels and
goods despatehed by small businessmen in
an effort to provide some facility to alle-
viate the problem,

I was very interested in the comments
made by the Minister for Transport on the
road maintenance tax. His remarks ap-
pear at page 2083 in No. 13 of the current
Mansard. He supplied a few facts in re-
gard to the Road Maintenance (Contribu-
dion) Act. I followed this up by asking
the Minister a question regarding prosecu-
tions for breaches of that Act, and in the
answers given it was stated that from the
1st November, 1966, to the 30th June, 1957,
there were 254 prosecutions. I took an
average of $25 for each prosecution, and
estimated that the total fines collected
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amounted to $6,350. From the informa-
tion given by the Minister on the fines
collected, the total amounted to $1,408 in
the same period, but the legal fees paid
by the Government amounted to $4,840,
and therefore the Government, by putting
the provisions of the Road Maintenance
(Contribution) Act into effect, lost $3,432.

In 1967-68, a total of $40,435 in fines
was levied, $10,528 of which was collected
-that is, only 25 per cent.-and the legal
fees amounted to $17,138. So in that year
the Government lost a total of $6,610.

Mr. O'Connor: Did you refer to page
2083 of Mansard?

Mr. BURKE: Yes, of current Mansard
No. 13. 1 commenced by making refer-
ence to the speech the Minister made and
which is reported on that page, and then
complemented it by quoting the answers
to the Questions I asked. In 1968-69 the
total fines amounted to $66,382; the fines
collected totalled $15,908; the legal fees
were $22,718, and so the Government, in
that year lost $6,810.

The fact of the matter is that the Road
Maintenance (Contribution) Act has cost
the Government $16,852 in excess of what
it has collected in fines since the Act was
introduced in 1966. The statement made
by the Minister when he Introduced the
Bill in 1965, is reported at page 1114.
Volume 2, of the 1965 Parliamentary De-
bates, and is as follows:-

As the Bill indicates, its intention is
to raise revenue solely for the purpose
of maintaining and repairing roads
within Western Australia. In order
to give the House the general back-
ground, some reference to road finan-

ces is necessary.

Further on he states-
I would emphasise that the whole

of the proceeds of this charge will be
Paid into a special fund to be called
the road maintenance trust fund. The
whole of the expenditure from this
fund will be directed towards the re-
Pair and maintenance of roads-roads
which are vital to the efficient opera-
tion of the road transport industry.

Mr. O'Connor: That is correct.
Mr. BURKE: All the expenditure was

not directed towards road maintenance,
because allowance had to be made, in the
fines collected, for the payment of legal
fees; whereas the Government, in fact,
could have done what it has done in regard
to prosecutions under the Factories and
Shops Act, the Bread Act, the Road and
Air Transport Commission Act, the Fish-
eries Act, the Fauna Conservation Act, or
any other Act-that is, allowed the pro-
secutions to be handled by the legal
officers of the Crown Law Department.
The People of Western Australia are pay-
ing taxes to maintain the establishment of
solicitors in that department.

The Minister paid a total of $27,000 in
fees to one legal firm which has handled
all the prosecutions.

Mr. O'Connor: Not from the source you
suggest.

Mr. BURKE: No, from the original
source: from the taxpayers. I wish to
correct that figure. The total amount of
legal fees Paid to this one firm since the
inception of the Act amounts to $44,000,
which represents unnecessary expenditure.

Mr. Jamieson: One firm handled the
lot?

Mr. BURKE: Yes.
Mr. Jamieson: That is not a bad

retainer!
Mr BURKE: That is absolutely right!

I cannot understand why these prosecu-
tions could not have been handled by the
Crown Law Department, because it has
the capacity and the staff. The people
of Western Australia are paying taxes to
maintain solicitors' services in the Crown
Law Department, and yet for some reason
a Private legal firm handles all the bdiefs
on behalf of the department. This would
indicate that if something is not done
about this matter an inquiry should be
held to establish the name of the legal
firm and its connection with the Govern-
ment parties.

Mr. Jamieson: Is there any secret about
that?

Mr. O'Connor: Of course there is not!
He is talking a lot of rot!

Mr. Jamieson: Has this been known?
Mr. BURKE: It has not been known.
Mr. O'Connor: I can tell you now; there

is no secret.
Mr. Bickerton: The address is probably

1140 flay Street.
Mr. O'Connor: Unfortunately it is not.
Mr. Graham: What was the name of the

firm of solicitors?
Mr. BURKE: Muir & Williams. What

we should do is to investigate the possi-
bility of having the solicitors of the Crown
Law Department handle these briefs. The
total amount of fines levied has not been
collected, because in the majority of these
cases the People fined are interstate truck
drivers. They do not appear in the court
and there is no answer to the summons.
The legal firm handling the brief probably
sends an articled clerk down to the court
to make an appearance and charges about
$10 or $15 for his services.

Mr. McPharlln: Would you advocate
the abolition of the Road Maintenance
(Contribution) Act?

Mr. BURKE: No, not at all. The briefs
should be put in the hands of the Crown
Law Department. I am not arguing
against the road maintenance tax. I am
arguing about the unprincipled attitude
of the Government of putting this business
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into the hands of a firm of private solici-
tors when it could be handled by the Crown
Law Department. Why does not the Gov-
ernment give the tougher cases to the firm
of private solicitors, and give the Crown
Law Department the simple ones for a
change?

Mr. Jamieson: Do not suggest that!
Mr. Dunn: Perhaps you could answer

what your Government would have done
with $100,000.

Mr. BURKE: I was too young to take
an active interest in State polities when the
Labor Government was in office. Another
matter I wish to raise is the mystery
surrounding the report by Peter Brown.
I was very interested in the question asked
by the member for Mt. Hawthorn yester-
day afternoon.

Mr. Bickerton: He asked a very intt-i-
gent question.

Mr. BURKE: I have been interested in
the question surrounding the appointment
of Mr. Peter Brown by the Government,
and the report he made, ever since we first
heard of this gentleman. In the daily
Press we read that a U.K. expert had been
commissioned by the Government to sub-
mit to it a report ojn outdoor advertising
signs in Western A ustralia. The Minister
may correct me ilit am wrong, but if we
take our mincz back to the last election,
or shortly before it, there was a slight
controversy in the Press concerning out-
door advertising. As we all know, the
Press will grab at any chance to shout down
outdoor advertising. I think it was the
town planner for the Perth Shire who made
some statement about outdoor advertising
and, from the information I obtained, some
time after this the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment and Town Planning appointed a
committee to investigate the matter. The
committee consisted of representatives of
the Main Roads Department, the Police
Department, the Local Government De-
partment, and certain outdoor advertising
interests.

How the committee conducted its in-
vestigations I1 do not know. I do not have
any details concerning it. However, it seems
that in November, 1967. a man migrated to
Australia under the assisted passage
scheme. His name 'was Peter Brown and
he was without any qualifications. His
experience is suspect, and any question
that is put as to his qualifications is met
with broad generalities.

He comes out here waving a letter from
the Agent-General in London. He cannot
get a Job but somehow or other he applies
pressure on the Minister for Industrial
Development and is eventually appointed to
carry out an investigation into outdoor
signs in Western Australia. Incidentally, I
feel sorry for the Minister for Railways
because he was lumbered with half the
responsibility. On the 1st May, 1969, the

member for Mt. Hawthorn asked a question
as to what Mr. Brown's qualifications and
experience were; when was he appointed;
what were his salary and emoluments, and
so on.

The reply indicated that Mr. Brown was
appointed on the 11th March, 1968, bY the
Premier, and reference is made to a pay-
menit of $583 a month. No investigation
was made into Mr. Brown's background; he
merely got the job on the basis of a letter
from Gerry Wild and he has been Paid
$7,500 a year to carry out a survey on
outdoor signs in Western Australia.

I would be the first to agree that the
question of outdoor signs in Western Aus-
tralia needs looking at.

Mr. Bickerton: That is why they are
there.

Mr. BURKE: There is no doubt that the
question of outdoor signs in Western Aus-
tralia. should be investigated with a view to
upgrading them. I hope that carries the
message. As I have said, we found that
Peter Brown was appointed on the 11th
March, 1968.

The Minister for Industrial Development
and the Minister for Railways had, of
course, forgotten to tell the Minister for
Local Government and Town Planning
that dual committees were carrying out
investigations. For a while we had-~the
committee appoinited by the Minister for
Local Government and Town Planning,
which was a reputable body, carrying out
an investigation, and later we have Peter
Brown carrying out his investigation,
Peter Brown was then asked to report to
the committee set up by the Minister for
Local Government and Town Planning.

In reply to a question from the member
for Mt. Hawthorn dated the 19th June,
1969, as to how many interim reports had
been received from Mr. Brown, the
Minister for Railways replied that Mr.
Brown submitted interim reports on the
31st May, 1968, and the 31st July, 1968.
But we do not know whether in fact the
interim reports were received by the
Minister or whether they were reports
made to the committee established by the
Minister for Local Government and Town
Planning.

My information is that he was required
to report to the committee of inquiry set
up by the Minister for Local Government
and Town Planning. There is no indica-
tion, however, whether Mr. Brown re-
ported to the Minister for Railways or to
the committee set up by the Minister for
Local Government and Town Planning. I
suggest he reported to the committee set
up by the Minister for Local Government
and Town Planning, in his last report on
the 31st July, 1958. When he made that
report he was laughed out of the place,
because the committee picked him imm-edi-
ately for what he was--the committee
knew he was totally incapable of carning
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out the Inquiry which he was appointed to
carry out by the Minister for industrial
Development.

Mr. O'Connor: The Town Planning
Department made the Initial appointment.

Mr. BURKE: That is not revealed. The
member for Mt. Hawthorn asked on whose
recommendation Mr. Brown was appointed.
No recommendation was made as to his
appointment. The matter was discussed
with the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment and the decision was made to
appoint Mr. Brown. The Minister for
Railways is trying to tell us that there
was some negotiation with the Minister
for Local Government and Town Plan-
ning, That information is different from
the answer given to the question asked by
the member for Mt. Hawthorn. The reply
given was that the Premier had made
the appointment. So we do not know
who appointed him. The next question
asked was: Were his qualifications for the
job thoroughly investigated and, if so, by
whom? But we find there is no indication
In the reply at all as to whether Mr.
Brown's qualifications were investigated.
The reply reads-

Mr. Brown's Qualifications to under-
take the survey were practical experi-
ence gained in the United Kingdom
as the principal of a firm engaged in
outdoor advertising.

On the 4th November, i1969, Mr. Davies-
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the

honourable member kindly not refer to
the member for Victoria Park by name?.

Mr. BURKE: The question asked by
the member for Victoria Park on the 4th
November was-

What academic qualifications in the
field of advertising are held by Mr.
P. Brown who reported on outdoor
signs in Western Australia?

The Minister for Railways replied-
Mr. P. E. Brown has no academic

qualifications in the field of advertis-
ing. He was, prior to his appoint-
ment to undertake the survey on out-
door advertising in Western Australia,
the principal of a United Kingdom
based company concerned with the
Planning and control of outdoor ad-
vertising.

Had some inquiries been made it would
have been discovered that he was a prin-
cipal of a company employing, one, Peter
Brown and that his sole employ was to go
around the countryside picking out sites
for signs on a subcontract basis. This is
the expert chosen to do a survey for Wes-
tern Australia..

It is indicated in his report that he
ran into trouble with officers of the Rail-
ways Department, including the commis-
sioner. I would like to know the real
reason for the disagreement between Mr.
Brown and the officers of the Railways
Department. Was the disagreement over

the question of signs, or over who should
have the contract to upgrade the signs
in Western Australia? I think it will be
found on investigation that the connec-
tion between Peter Brown and the London
provincial group is a lot closer than thle
Government would have us believe.

An inquiry should have been made be-
fore he was appointed. If it has not been
made to date it should be made now be-
fore this company or any overseas comn-
Pany gets the Job of upgrading advertising
signs. I would like to see any local company
get the job before an overseas company
got the job.

Mr. O'Connor: Irrespective of aualiltca-
tions and experience?

Mr. Bickerton: Mr. Peter Brown would
be closer to a racket than Lew Road.

Mr. O'Connor: Still on the ball!
Mr. BURKE: A question was asked as

to when Mr. Brown left Australia. The
Minister for Railways replied that so far
as he knew he had left on the 13th March.
The Minister did not know that Mr.
Brown had left Australia until he had
actually gone.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honour-
able member has another five minutes.

Mr. BURKE: Mr. Brawn was on the
high seas before the Minister for Rail-
ways found out that he had gone, and, of
course, by this time the Minister for Rail-
ways was running around trying to find
out how he was going to get his repoi t.

Mr. Brown came to Western Australia
in 1967 on an assisted passage-and this
matter would bear some investigation b5;
the Minister for immigration; because I
am led to believe that one of the obliga-
tions of the assisted passage scheme is
that the migrant should stay for a couple
of years. I would like to know whether
Mr. Brown has fulfilled his obligation in
view of the fact that he has not stayed
for two years. He did not pay his fare
to Australia, but I understand that under
the assisted passages scheme he is obliged
to pay his fare, and the fares for his
family, to Australia if he does not comply
with the obligation to remain for two
years.

Mr. Bovell: Why have you the gun
pointing at Mr. Brown?

Mr. BURKE: I have not done that at
all.

Mr. O'Neil: You have only put the knife
into him.

Mr. Bickerton: The member for Perth
did not mention anything about Busselton.

Mr. Bovell: That shows how empty is
his speech!

Mr. BURKE: I shall get off the subject
of Mr. Brown, and make a few comments
on the decision in respect of the Western
Australia Development Corporation pro-
posals. This is probably the best decision
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I have had from the Government since I
have been a member of this House. I
started out to fight the Government on
this issue, because I felt the W.A.D.C. pro-
posals wvere not in the best interests of
this and of future generations. The Gov-
ernment's departure from its original plan
to make this land available to the W.A.D.C.
is obviously a case of its buckling under
public opinion. The Government was
subjected to the Pressure of public opinion,
and to some degree it was affected by the
events which took place on the 25th
October. and it decided the proposals were
not in the best interests of the people of
Western Australia,

Mr. O'Connor: The decision was made
before the 25th October.

Sir David Brand: What the memnber for
Perth is saying is a lot of rubbish.

Mr. BURKE: There has been a great
waste of time over this proposal to lower
the railway line, Seven years ago a
feasibility study was undertaken, and
since that date this Government has tried
everything it knows to unload the project
to the advantage of private profiteers,
with a total disregard for the interests of
the people of Western Australia.

We all agree that the railway line in
the centre of Perth must be lowered, but
let us look into the possibility of raising
the finance that is required for this pur-
pose before we rush in to fill the pockets
of overseas developers and profiteers. Let
us start concerning ourselves with the in-
terests of the people, and the profiteers
will take their rightful place,

I would like to quote from the 'Press
statement of the Premier. The report
states--

The Premier said he felt sure the
Government's final decision would
meet with the approval of all those
interested in the proposal to sink the
railway through the central city area
of Perth.

I1 can tell the Premier that if the Gov-
ernment's final decision does not suit the
people of Western Australia he will soon
hear about it, and that any attempt to
dispose of the land freehold will be
opposed.

Sir David Brand: Coming from you I
am very impressed; I am overwhelmed!

Mr. BURKE: I am not out to impress
the Premier or any other member of this
House; I am out to represent the people
who have elected me to Parliament, and
from there to represent the people of this
State. At the present time they are not
being represented by this Government; it
is representing only a small section of
vested interests, to the complete disregard
of the people generally; and the social
ills that will evolve from this policy will
be felt for years to come.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Bickerton.

(continued on page 2231)

RURAL AND INDUSTRIES BANK
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Reture

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

SWAN RIVER
Reclamation at Preston Point:

Council's Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly's resolution.

METROPOLITAN REGION TOWN
PLANNING SCHEME ACT

AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr. Ross Hfutchinson (Minister
for Works), read % first time.

TAXATION (STAFF ARRANGEMENTS)
BICLL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 4th November.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [9.26 p.m.]: The purpose of
this Bill is to enable the State to set up
its own taxation department, and it is
therefore necessary that the machinery to
accomplish this objective should be pro-
vided. There is nothing contentious in the
Bill and the Opposition agrees with it.
The Opposition realises that it is necessary
for the State to have its own taxation
department.

For many years the Commonwealth
Government, paid by the State:, has been
doing the necessary work in the collection
of the various taxes-land tax, vermin and
noxious weed tax, and metropolitan region
Improvement tax-and in the making of
valuations to epable those taxes to be im-
posed and collected. In 1968 the Prime
Minister requested the State to make its
own arrangements for the collection of
tar~s. In view of the fact that the State
is no longer dependent on the Grants Com-
mission, and that it has indicated it can
stand on Its own feet, there is every jnstill-
cation for Western Australia to fall into
line with the other States and run its own
taxation department. This is precisely
what the Bill proposes to enable the State
to do.

In setting up this establishment it is
very necessary that the rights of the em-
ployees are adequately safeguarded in
respect of pensions and salaries. I note
with satisfaction that consultations have
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taken place to permit, this to be done
fairly. In order to avoid possible friction
that could arise, because former Common-
wealth employees may be employed along-
side State employees doing a similar job,
but being paid a lower salary, I would
suggest to the Government that some
liaison ought to be established with the
Civil Service Association by supplying the
association with the names of the Com-
monwealth employees which the State
proposes to employ. That will enable the
Civil Service Association to consider the
situation which could arise where former
Commonwealth employees are employed
alongside State employees doing the same
job but being paid different salaries; and
to bring about some adjustments to re-
move the friction. It goes without saying
that if two men are engaged to do pre-
cisely the same kind of work-the two
having similar seniority-and one is paid
more than the other there will be dis-
satisfaction. This is bound to arise unless
some liaison is undertaken beforehand to
smooth out the differences.

This could be achieved by the Govern-
ment's supplying the Civil Service Associa-
tion with the names of the Commonwealth
employees which it Proposes to employ,
and the salaries at which they will be
employed, so that negotiations may take
place before any friction arises. If that
is done we will have a system which works
smoothly.

'The Premier did not say where it is
proposed to house the new taxation de-
partment; whether it is intended to pay
rent for some private office accommoda-
Lion where the officers will remain for
many years to come; or whether space is
available in some Government building. I
would be interested to hear from the
Premier the plans of the Government in
respect of this matter, because I am aware
that at the present time substantial sums
of money are being paid out by the Gov-
erniment in rental to accommodate officers
of the State.

There will be a problem. of a very small
magnitude in connection with the con-
servation of pension rights. It is essential
this be fairly done because in the existing
situation of a lack of suitable labour in
many departments, it will not be a simple
matter to attract employees into the State
service. Therefore the conditions under
which they are to be employed will have
to be attractive and that will necessarily
mean no forfeiture of existing rights on
behalf of those who are to be transferred.

The Treasurer referred to the fact that
on a former occasion when some State
officers transferred to the Commonwealth
they forfeited certain accrued rights to
pensions which could not be made avail-
able to them in the Commonwealth ser-
vice. It is intended on the re-employment
of these Commonwealth officers in the
State service to make available to them

again those accrued rights which they pre-
viously lost. I applaud that decision be-
cause I think it is right in the circumn-
stances; and I realise of course that it is
an added inducement to get these em-
ployees to return to the State service.

All in all in my opinion the Bill makes
the necessary provision for the difficulties
which are bound to arise in the transfer
of officers from one Government depart-
ment to another. This department is a
very necessary one in order to enable the
State to collect the revenue which it needs
to provide the services it renders. We on
this side of the House have no objections
to the Bill, and we therefore propose to
support it.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [9.32
p.mi.]: Unfortunately I do not have access
to the Premier's speech as has the Leader
of the Opposition, but the subject on which
the Leader of the Opposition touched
finally was in respect of superannuation.
It the Treasurer could give me a little
clarification on that aspect, I would be
grateful.

Assuming a Commonwealth public ser-
vant at present has 38 units of superan-
nuation, would he, on coming back into
the State Public Service, retain that
equivalent value, or would his number of
'units be reduced to 32 or some other
figure? I wish to ensure that we prevent
any disaffection which might arise as a
result of the re-employment into the State
Public Service of Commonwealth public
servants and a disparity occurring between
the relative entitlements in respect of
superannuation.

That is my only query in respect of this
Bill. If the Minister can give me the
assurance that there will be no disaffection
created as a consequence of any disparity
in superannuation entitlement, then I
believe the Federal employees will be
happy, and so will the State employees, if
there is no preferential treatment given.

Mr. Bovell: We will all be happy.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9,34
p.m.]: The Leader of the Opposition has
indicated that the Opposition supports this
Bill and he has covered all the aspects ex-
cept, perhaps, one on which he did touch,
but not in any great detail. This relates
to the siting of the office. The Leader of
the Opposition asked where the office was
likely to be located, and, no doubt, when
replying the Treasurer will give an indica-
tion of this.

However, it is quite likely that with the
spread of the city, this office will be loc-
ated out of town. I can imagine Places
where the office is likely to be situated;
but if it is located out of town, can we
make the request that action be taken to
establish a central office at which all
money can be paid? At the present time
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I believe that motor vehicle licenses can
be paid at the Rural and Industries Bank
in Barrack Street, and, of course, water
rates and other accounts can be paid at
the Government superannuation building.

It is not a pleasant prospect to have to
pay taxes at all, and if a person lives
at one end of the city and finds that the
use of public transport is necessary in
order that he might pay a bill at the
other end of the city, then it Is even less
attractive. Therefore this is a matter
which should be given consideration. I
do hope that an adequate central city
office will be established for the receipt of
payments. Indeed, I believe we could go
further and establish district offices. I
do not think this would be an unreason-
able request.

We are now wanting to keep people Out
of the city and therefore if an office was
established at Victoria Park, for instance,
or some other suburb, this would help in
that direction.

Sir David Brand: What about Don-
gara?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, it would be a good
idea to have an office at Dongara. I be-
lieve it would be advisable to establish
offices in Fremantle, Subiaco, Victoria
Park, Armadale, and other places to assist
the public to pay the taxes, rather than
force them to traipse into the city. Many
people do not now come to the city for
months on end and I think that my re-
quest is not unreasonable. However, the
first task is to establish a central city
Office,

No doubt a number of problems which
we cannot at present foresee will arise. As
indicated by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the Treasurer in his second reading
speech appears to have covered all the
aspects quite adequately; but I1 am mind-
ful of the time when the Midland Rail-
way Company was taken over by the
Western Australian Government Railways
and a number of Problems we had not
foreseen were encountered. However, I
am pleased to say that as a result of co-
operation between the unions and the
management all the problems were even-
tually ironked out and I do not think there
was one dissatisfied employee. This is the
important point.

The last point on which I wish to touch
is "Empire" building. It is not new for
me to say that I view with some alarm
the spread of the public service. I re-
mind the House that when the Australian
Labor Party left office in 1959 the ratio
of employees under the Public Service
Act to the total population was something
in the region of six per 1.000. However,
according to the last report made avail-
able by the Public Service Commissioner,

the ratio has risen to eight per 1,000-
and this under a private enterprise Gov-
ern ment.

Sir David Brand: Can you quote the
figures when the Labor Government went
into office?

Mr. DAVIES: Unfortunately I cannot,
but if the Treasurer would look at the
last report of the Public Service Corn-
misioner he will find on the hack page a
graph which shows that the number has
risen steeply since this Government came
into office. I must emphasise that this is
a free enterprise Government, and I have
heard its members say that before they
became the Government the creep of
socialism was paralysing the place. This
Government states that it does not want
restrictions and boards, but wants a free
go for everyone, However a careful analy-
sis of the legislation passed by this Gov-
ernment will reveal that it has intro-
duced more restrictive legislation than any
Australian Labor Party Government has
ever been prepared to in traduce.

Sir David Brand: That is not right. it
is the kind of legislation which counts.

Mr. DAVIES: I may, during the debate
on the Appropriation Bill (Consolidated
Revenue Fund), remind the Government
of a few things which we are now required
to register, license, or report which pre-
viously, under a Labor Party Government,
we were not required to register, license,
or report. However, the fact remains that
under the Public Service Act there is now
this increase in the ratio of civil servants.

Mr. Jamieson, Does that refer only to
State civil servants?

Mr. DAVIES: It covers only those em-
ployees under the Public Service Act. It
does not cover employees of the Metro-
politan Transport Trust, the Railways De-
partmeant, the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
the abattoirs, and so on, because all of
those are outside the scope of the Public
Service Commissioner.

Mr. Jamieson: It refers only to State
civil servants? They are not Federal civil
servants?.

Mr. DAVIES: No, only State.
Mr. Jamieson: I think that in 1949 the

Federal people went in on a Platform-
The SPEAKER: Order! This is com-

pletely off the subject matter of the Bill.
Mr. DAVIES: I will get back to the

point I was going to make. The officers
will be employed under the Public Service
Act, and will be subject to the Public
Service Commissioner. They will be addi-
tional employees for the Public Service
Commissioner to look after, and will in-
crease the ratio slightly.

I would like to know whether any estim-
ate has been made of what it has cost the
State to have the Commonwealth collect
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for the State, and whether an estimate
has been made of what it will cost under
the new system. Obviously some services
of the Commonwealth Taxation Depart-
mnent would have been shared with the
State collection authority at the present
time. But when a completely new body
is set up those services will be duplicated.

It has been stated that just over 200
employees will be required to form the new
State taxation authority, and those 200
employees will require record clerks, typists,
tea girls, and the various supernumary
staff which goes to make up an efficient
office. So I think it is obvious that the
new system will cost the State much more
than the present system.

I was somewhat disappointed to see that
no attempt had been made to forecast the
cost, or work out the anticipated cost to
the State. I should imagine it would be
fairly easy to work out the existing costs,
and I should imagine that the Govern-
ment -has done some research into the
likely cost. Surely the Government has
not just adopted the attitude that because
the Prime Minister asked it to take this
step, then it is taking the step. I feel
that the Government would have gone into
the question to see what the cost would be.

If we are to build another little empire,
and spend more than a reasonable amount
in maintaining that empire, it will not be
a very good move by the State. Before
we vote wholeheartedly in support of this
Bill I think we should be given more
information. The Bill appears to cover
every likely eventuality, but one point
which seems to have been missed is the
likely cost to the State. With tbat one
reservation, I support the Bill.

MRt. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [9.43 p.m.): It is not
my intention to delay the Bill for more
than a few minutes. I am seeking in-
formation from the Premier. First of all,
I wonder if he has any estimate of the
likely number of employees to be employed
in this new department. Secondly. I
assume that when the new system is in
operation all of the charges such as land
tax, metropolitan region improvement tax,
water rates, and so on, will be based on
the valuation of the property established
by this proposed new autbority- Thirdly,
is it intended to take action to amend
the Local Government Act to ensure that
local authorities will use the valuation
established by this new department?

I ask that because, in my view, it would
be ludicrous for a valuation to be made,
for instance, of my property by this new
department and the local authority to be
able to either use the figure of the new
department, or engage its own valuers to
arrive at a totally different figure.

At a certain date, surely the property
of any person represents a certain figure
and it would be ridiculous for one arm of

Government to have a certain valuation
of the property, and another arm of
Government to make another valuation
which could be considerably at variance.
My thought is the valuations should be
completely in harmony and, where charges
are levied on the annual rental value, thQ
rental value figure should be based on the
unimproved capital value which, of course,
is the norm. In my view, this seems to
be a sensible procedure.

I realise at this stage the Bill is merely
establishing the department, but I feel it
would be a natural accompaniment for
there to be legislation-perhaps intro-
duced in the March-April portion of the
session-to bring local authority valua-
tions into line with the valuations estab-
lished by this proposed new authority. I
would appreciate advice from the Premier
if he is able to supply it when he replies.

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough-
Treasurer) [9.46 p~m.]: I would like to
thank members for their support of the
Bill. As the Leader or the Opposition said,
the measure simply provides the authority
and machinery for the setting up of a State
Taxation Department. It does not go
beyond that.

if r migzht deal with the points raised
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
I think these are issues beside the point
and I would be willing to get the informa-
tion as to what will take place after the
State taxation department has been set
UP.

Inasmuch as we have acted on the valua-
tions which have been arrived at by the
Commonwealth officers on behalf of the
State, so the position will remain with
respect to local authorities. The valua-
tions will be made by the same officers
but they will be working for the State
taxation department. However, I do not
propose to be held to this and I would
like to get the information authoritatively
as to what the position will be. I think
that legislation as suggested by the Deputy
Leader of the opposition would not be
necessary. We will simply carry on as has
been the position in the past.

Mr. Graham: What; allow local authori-
ties to have a separate valuation?

Sir DAVID BRAND: The situation is
just the same now. Valuations which will
be arrived at by the State taxation de-
partment will be accepted in the same way
as they were accepted under the old order.
In any case, I will clear up this point if
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition feels
it is important enough right now.

As to accommodation, the Public 8cr-
vice Commissioner has been giving a lot
of thought to this matter. The Commis-
sioner of Stamps is still In the Treasury
office, and the new Deputy Under-Treasurer
is waiting on the office to be prepared for
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him. It would be quite a happy arrange-
ment if the Commissioner of Stamps could
be housed in the old Treasury building, and
consideration is being given to this at the
moment.

I cannot see that the new department
is going to require a lot of accommodation:
nor can I say what it will cost. I might
add that I believe it will cost a little more
than it has done over the years under the
Commonwealth arrangement. In fact, the
Commonwealth was subsidising the State
to quite an extent until two years ago
when it charged an extra amount for the
work it was doing.

The Prime Minister made it clear that
we ought to get on with the job and set
up our own department, or pay the over-
all cost for what the Commonwealth was
doing. So it was decided to have our own
State taxation department which, as the
Leader of the Opposition said, is desirable.
We will have control of the affairs of the
people employed in this rather controver-
sial work and -whilst this may not solve
all the problems we face from time to time,
at least the State will have that control
over the men who arrive at the valuations,
and some control over the time at which

- they arrive at those valuations.
Mr. Davies: Has no cost been taken out?

Sir DAVID) BRAND: No cost has been
given to me. I have never asked for it
and it was not given in the notes. I think
there is time to get this information, how-
ever. I merely state that I hazard a guess
it will cost us more. To my mind we will
not have any option, in any case, because
the Federal people will simply charge us
the total amount that they regard as the
cost to them.

Mr. Graham: Could the Treasurer hazard
a guess at the number of staff?

Sir DAVID BRAND: I would not have
any idea at all. In respect of staff matters,
might I say that discussions have been
going on for a number of months between
representatives of the Commonwealth and
the State employees. I understand they
finally arrived at an arrangement that was
satisfactory to both sides. I think mem-
bers will find that in respect of superan-
nuation and, indeed, all other matters, the
difficulties have been completely resolved
to the satisfaction of the employees,
although, incidentally, this was not an
easy matter. I thank members for their
support of the Bill and commend it to the
House.

Question put and passed.
Hill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir

David Brand (Treasurer), and transmitted
to the Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of

the sitting.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) (9.55 p.m.]:
I wish to discuss one matter on this Hill.
Whilst I wish to raise a number of matters
which come under the heading of the
Estimates, generally speaking I would
prefer to deal with them on the depart-
mental votes. However, there is one matter
which I think is of rather great importance
in view of the many discussions which have
taken place in the Chamber on the price
of land and the reasons which the Gov-
ernment has put forward from time to
time for the high price of land.

This particular matter is concerned with
a sale at auction by the Government of
land at Karratha. For the benefit of mem-
bers of the Chamber, Karratha is the new
township to be established entirely by the
Government at the wish of the Government
for the purpose of housing people connec-
ted with iron ore projects at Damnpier and
possibly at Lambert. It is principally a
Government project.

Members have discussed the price of
land in this House from time to time and
the Government-and particularly the
Premier-has given many reasons why land
is at a Premium. The Government has
also gone out of its way to endeavour
to prove to members of this House that
many of the reasons for the high cost
of land are beyond the control of the
Government.

Land speculators, estate agents, and
people who feel that they would like to
make a quick dollar have nothing what-
ever to do with the sale of the land at
Karratha. It is Crown land. The Minister
for Lands was good enough to send me
the conditions under which the land will
be sold by the Government, and I thank
him for his courtesy. Whether he will
continue this type of courtesy after I have
said my few words I do not know, but I
sincerely hope he will because I consider
the member for the district should be kept
notified of land sales in his area.

The letter was even forwarded with the
compliments of The Hon. W. S. Boveul,
Minister for Lands. I shall mention the
conditions of sale which will apply at the
auction which is to take place on the 25th
November. The letter mentions the loca-
tion of the lots in the new Karratha
township, but I wvill not bother to go
through the lot numbers, except to say
that it mentions lots '74 to 82 inclusive.
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etc. It then gives the area of each lot.
and I cannot see anything wrong with
that. Also, an upset price of $50 is given
and, again, I have no quarrel with that;
I think It is quite reasonable. I might
mention, though, that I have often said In
the House that I believe any land in the
north-west, which is Crown land, should
be available for building on certain con-
ditional purchase conditions at the mini-
mum cost which has been Incurred in
survey fees on the particular land. How-
ever, I will not query the $50 upset price.

It then gives the conditions upon which
the land will be sold. It says that the
Purchaser of each lot shall commence
within six months, and build within two
Years, of the date of the sale the erection
of a residence to comply with the local
authority by-laws. I do not query that to
any extent, but I think the period from
the time the block was purchased to the
commencement of the erection of the
house could be extended to, say, 12 months,
and the period for the completion of the
building could be extended to three years.
However, as I say. I am not arguing
against that, because probably the Govern-
ment has some reason for imposing these
conditions.

This document then goes on to state
that if the purchaser fails to comply with
this condition he is liable to forfeit the
block, etc. It also states that a Crown
grant will not be issued until such time
as a building is erected on the land, and
that is fair enough. Up until now I have
been reading extracts from paragraph (a)
of this document.

I now come to paragraph (b) of the con-
ditions, which states that a premium of
$2,950 for the provision of services on each
lot will be paid by the successful bidder.
Let me try to get the position in the
proper perspective for the benefit of
members. Karratha is probably 800 air
miles from Perth, which is a very long
way. At this point in time there Is nothing
there. It is a claypan, and in summer it
gets very hot. The Government Is Inter-
ested in keeping down the cost of land. So.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, with your account-
ancy experience you would know that even
if one obtained a block for an upset Price
of $50 and then had to pay a premium of
$2,950 one would be purchasing a block on
a clay pan, 12 miles from Dampier, some
20 or 30 miles from Roebourne, for $3,000.

There would be no estate agent at hand
to touch one's pocket. There would be no
speculators. There would not be a soul to
interfere, except the Government of West-
ern Australia.

Mr. Bovell: But that amount Is to cover
all the services.

Mr. BICKERTON: I
services In a moment.
:,ands is getting upset

will deal wth the
The Minister for

already.

Mr. Bovell: No, I am not; I sent you
oat notice.

Mr. BICKERTON: If, Sir, you were bid-
ding at the auction you probably would
not get the block for an upset price of
$50 because You would be bidding against
many people who might want the same
block. Disregarding the price of land at
Port Hedland, which is a boom town, and
taking the Price of land at Roebourne or
at Point Samson as a guide, one could
bid up to $500 for a block of land at Kar-
ratha, In addition to that. $2,950 has to
be paid. So for $3,450 one would be pur-
chasing a block of land at Karratha with-
out dealing with any speculators, estate
agents, or anyone else.

The Minister interjected by saying that
this charge was to provide the services.
What difference does that make? It does
not matter how the Minister tries to get
around this. If one paid $500 at an
auction for a block, plus the premium, one
would be apying a total of $3,450; or would
the Minister disagree with me on that
figure?

Mr. Bovell: Not for the land. Who will
provide the services? It will be the Shire
of Roebourne. and I had the shire
president in to see me today and he had
no complaint.

Mr. BICKERTON: I could not care less
as to who will provide the services. The
fact is that if anyone wants a block of
land at Karratha and the auction price
of the land is $500. the total price paid is
$3,450 to a Government which preaches it
is doing everything in its power to keep
down the price of land.

Mr, Hovell: So it Is.
Mr. BICKERTON: Surely if the Govern-

ment was trying to do this, in co-operation
with the shire, it would, over a period of
time, find ways and means to provide these
services and then, by some method or
another, without Placing this Premium on
the land, arrange for the payment of the
services. By interjection, the Minister is
talking about the shire, and what the
Government and the shire intend to do.
After this land has been purchased and a
building has been erected on it, is it then
non-ratable? The Minister is silent on
that.

Mr. Rove II: It would not be ratable on
the cost of the services.

Mr. BICKERTON: A man buying the
block of land has to pay this amount for
the services and then he is also required to
pay rates by a Government that is anxious
to keep down the price of land. On what
is he rated? On the amount he has
already paid as a premium? Is the Gov-
ernment trying to establish another Dal-
keith on a claypan? What is the Purpose
of this Premium? If a truck driver wants
to build at Karratha and he has to pay
$3,450 for a block of land, that is an
extremely large sum for him to find.
especially if he then has to build a house
on the block.
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Working on average figures for the cost
of building a house at Karratha, I venture
to say that the cost would be twice as
much as a house in Perth. because the
freight on a bag of cement landed in that
area is approximately equal to the cost
of the cement itself. The Government is
asking a person to establish a house in an
area at a cost which would be twice that
of erecting a house in Perth, despite the
fact that this is an area where we need
population and where we need industry.
In addition to that the Government states
that the purchaser of a block of land shall
pay a premium of $2,950 for services, and
then, through its leader, and through var-
ious other members in this Chamber, the
Government states that its object is to
keep down the price of land.

I ask the Minister: If he were a truck
driver in that area, would he choose to
live in Karratha and put up with all the
difficulties of erecting a dwelling there and
the problems he would have with
tradesmen and so on in erecting that
dwelling? We must also bear in mind that
he would be obliged to erect a house with-
in two years or he would have to forfeit
the block. Further, he has to commence
the erection of the house within six months
of the Purchase of the block.

To date I1 have not queried all these
conditions, but in addition any person who
attends an auction has to pay the price
that the land brings, which could quite
easily be $500 or more. After he has
bought the block the Minister then
graciously imposes a premium of $2,950 to
cover the cost of services.

If the Minister could not have found a
better way around It he should not have
started to establish Karratha; because what
will be the outcome of this? Whro will get
these blocks? It certainly will not be the
truck driver; it will be BP, the Shell Com-
pany. Ampol, or someone else, because it
will be only those who can afford to pay
the premium on top of the building condi-
tions that have been laid down who will
be able to buy the blocks in question.

If the Minister's object in having this
auction was that very purpose: to create
blocks for those who could afford them,
surely the Minister could have found an-
other way around the problem. If the
blocks were to be bought under those cir-
cumstances--to cover services-by those
who genuinely wanted to build for their
own reasons of living and working within
the surrounding area, surely the Minister
could have at least devised a scheme by
which they paid the amount off over so
many years!

But the Minister, because of the
premium costs, completely precluded people
who wanted to live in the area. Basically
it boils down to the fact that the Govern-
ment is responsible for blocks of land at
Karratha-where at this point of time
there is nothing-costing a minimum of
$3,000 per block.

Mr. Graham: Do you know what services
are to be met from this $2,950?

Mr. BICKERTON: There is no mention
of services being met. Furthermore there
is no mention of whether or not the people
concerned will be excused for somne time
from paying rates. As far as I know they
will be rated the same as everyone else
in the district is rated.

The Government has decided to estab-
lish that township as much for the benefit
of the companies that operate in the area
as for the Government itself. Originally
under the agreement ratified in this House
it was the responsibility of the companies
to supply all the requirements of their
employees. Under the Karratha set-up it
means, in fact, that the Government is
assisting the companies with accommoda-
tion, because undoubtedly many of those
who reside at Karratha will work for the
companies.

I am not against that; in fact, to be
quite honest, I like to see a town that is
not completely a company town. But on
top of the fact that the Government will
be subscribing heavily towards the estab-
lishment of Karratha, it would appear that
it has decided by this Premium method
to lay down conditions far in excess of
the building conditions by ensuring that
anyone who cannot put down a figure of
$2,950-and that is on the fall of the
hammer, and we all know how a hammer
falls--will be unable to buy the blocks in
question.

The Prospective purchaser must pay 10
per cent, of the price bid on the fall of
the hammer plus, of course, in 10 days or
so, whatever else has to be Paid for the
cost of the block. That is not fair. I just
want to cheek my facts to see they are
right and I find that the Purchaser will
pay 10 per cent. of the price bid and the
premium for services is payable at the fall
of the hammer. That is a minimum of
$3,000.

I cannot quite understand No, 2. and 1
would like the Minister to check it. It
states, "The balance of the price bid and
the premium for the services shall be paid
within 30 days of the sale."

Mr. Bovell: That is right.
Mr. BICKERTON: One says that the

premium shall be paid for on the fall of
the hammer and the other says that the
balance and the premium shall be paid
within 30 days.

Mr. Bovell: Ten per cent, of the cost of
the land will be paid for on the fall of
the hammer.

Mr. BICKERTON: Whichever way we
look at it there is no getting away from
the fact that the Government has un-
limited land in the area; there is not an
estate agent, to the best of my knowledge,
within 500 miles. This is Crown land
which did not cost the Government a
Penny outside of the survey rates, but the
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Government wants $3,000 as a minimum
price, and this could increase by another
$500. 1 should think.

The Government then has the hide-
indeed not only the hide but the audacity.
the temerity, the effrontery, the cheek,
the gall, the impudence, and the arrogant
impertinence-to say that it is doing
everything to keep down the cost of land.
That is a lot of bulldust.

I think we should hear from the Gov-
ernment on this matter of what it is going
to do. Once we establish this precedent
of applying premiums for services when
there is no reduction ratewise at any later
stage, then Private enterprise could not
be blamed if It were to follow suit. It
would be perfectly entitled to do so.

The auction is to be held on the 25th
November so the Government and the
Minister have adequate time to rectify the
mistake that has been made, and I thiink
they should do just that.

Mr. novell: Who is going to pay for
the services?

Mr. BICKERTON: The Government
proposes to establish the town primarily
for the benefit of the Iron ore company.
and I am not against establishing a town.
If the Minister can tell me why, excepw
for the benefit of the iron ore companies,
the town is there, I would be interested
to bear about it.

Mr. Bovell: It is for the benefit of the
State.

Mr. BICKERTON: I do not know any
other reason why a person should live
there unless he was in some way directly
or indirectly connected with one of the
iron ore companies. There is no other
reason for him to do so because there is
no port there, nor is there any Govern-
ment organisation.

If the Government is going to establish
this town for that purpose then surely it
is up to the Government to work out be-
tween itself, the shire council, and the
iron ore companies the question of the
payment for the services. I think that
would be reasonable in anyone's book. But
if the Government's Purpose on the other
hand is to make sure that no-one liver
in the area-other than someone who can
afford to pay a premium of $2,950-then
I think it is the Government's business
to make it known that this is a restricted
building area: that it does not want peor~e
living there who are not prepared to ppz.
double the price for which one could erect
a house in Perth. The Government does
not want anyone who may be a
truck driver living there unless he is some
way connected with the iron ore company.
It does not want an ordinary person
from Perth to live there. What it wvants
is to establish a somewhat exclusive ares
by laying down conditions so that peor~le
wvill pay a minimum price-I repeat "'a
minimum price"-of $3,000 for a block of

land on a claypan, with not a soul in
sight, with not a service already stab-
lished, and in a climate which many of
us who have lived in such places do not
regard as suitable for a person to live in
his retirement.

To my way of thinking the Government
is not interested in keeping down the price
of land. It has blamed private organisa-
tions for the price of land getting out of
hand: yet when it has the opportunity to
decide what the price of land will be the
Minister merely asks. 'Where do we get
the cost for the services?" Obviously we
get it through consultations between the
iron ore companies, the shire concerned.
and the Government. At a later stage
the land becomes ratable, the same as
land is ratable in other districts. What
the Minister wants is to find the cost of
putting the services in by fixing a mini-
mumn price, and then rating the purchaser
of the block afterwards. I do not think
that is the normal act of a Government
which sincerely wishes to keep down the
price of land.

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn) [10.22 pm.]:
Some six weeks ago a Bill was before this
house to establish an alumina refinery in
the Pinjarra area. On that occasion I did
prepare some material, as I intended to
address myself to that Bill; but as so
many other members took part in the
debate and dealt with the questions of
effluent, air pollution, resumptions, and
the like, I decided not to make a con-
tribution.

Subsequently I decided to look at other
areas of Government which had in the
past interested me. In this debate on the
Appropriation Bill (Consolidated Revenue
Fund) I would like to speak on the ques-
tion of Government finance to Youth. If
we look at the Estimates we will find
coming under the Premier's Department
a large number of items which include the
assistance given by the Government to
youth organisations. They range from
very small amounts, such as the alloca-
tions that are made to the Royal Life
Saving Society and the Y.M.C.A., to very
large amounts that are allocated to the
Junior Farmers Movement of $86,000, and
to the Youth Council of some $195,000.

In total under the Premier's Depart-
ment an amount of some $300,000 is allo-
,cated to the youth organisations within
the State. In addition-and it is difficult
to estimate the figure-under the Educa-
tion Vote a considerable amount is allo-
cated to helping Youth activities. This
comes under the heading of "Youth
Education and Physical Education" but
the allocation is made primarily for youth
education, to assist the youth in their
after-school activities. The vote of the
Police Department also includes a rela-
tively large sum for youth work, and this
is represented in the salaries that are paid
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to the police officers and in the purchase
of equipment. In total the amount of
money that is made available to youth Is
near the $500,000 mark; therefore it well
warrants investigation.

When we take into account the fact
that about 350,000 people in Western Auts-
tralia are under the age of 21 years, it
appears that between $1.20 and $1.30 per
head of population under this age has
been allocated in the Budget this year. It
might be worth while to examine not only
the sufficiency of the allocation, but also
the sufficiency of the value that is
obtained from the expenditure of this
money.

Let me refer to the Junior Farmers
Movement. We know that its membership
is about 1,800, and that this year it has
been allocated $86,000 in the Budget. One
comes to the conclusion that the alloca-
tion to this group works out at about $48
per financial member, and this is a very
substantial contribution by the Govern-
ment.

In looking through the list of the groups
which are to receive financial aid from
the Government, one is immediately struck
by the fact that the great mass of un-
committed Youth will not receive any allo-
cation whatsoever. This is an area I would
like to look into in particular. The Youth
Council of Western Australia is the major
recipient of the money for youth work,
and under a Bill which was passed in this
House in 1964 the Government set up this
council and charged it with the respon-
sibility for allocating the money to the
youth groups which are in need: with the
responsibility for supplying equipment;
with the responsibility for training youth
leaders; and with the responsibility for
advising the Government on all matters
relating to youth activities.

I do not want to quibble in any way
with the work that is being done for youth,
therefore the comments I make are inten-
ded as constructive and not destructive
observations. I would like to postulate
that the Youth Council set up in 1964 is
not the best channel through which these
very large sums of money should be dis-
bursed for the benefit of the large youth
population of this State. For the pur-
poses of this debate I would like to pos-
tulate that these very large sums of
money in the Estimates should be alloc-
ated to a director of Youth services in a
department of youth services which could
be directly responsible to a Minister.

My reasons for making that suggestion
are that, firstly, the Youth Council was
set up in 1963-64 as a result of an investi-
gation carried out in the years immedi-
ately preceding its establishment. If
members realise what has happened in
this State over the last six years they
will appreciate that the pace of living in

Western Australia has increased dramnati-
cally and that a number of changes have
taken Place in respect of our living environ-
ment.

In the first instance, the present method
of home building is to develop a com-
munity as a whole. We have community
developments such as Hamersley, Lynwood,.
and Coolbellup. This is a relatively new
departure. It sets up communities into
which the People are accommodated with
no provision for youth social amenities.
whatsoever. They live out their existence
within these small communities but in-
variably have to go outside their borne
area, for recreation. By the time they
are ready to marry and move out there
still has not been developed the necessary
youth facilities to attract them.

We have also communities which are
the product of mineral development, such
as Port Hedland, Mt. Tomi Price. and
Kambalda. It appears that young people
are shifted into these communities, again
with relatively few facilities for youth
activities. Certainly no cognisance is
taken of their needs.

Those who live in the country districts
will also be aware that changes have taken
place. The small community is disap-
pearing, and country districts are becom-
ing more and more urbanised, in that a
boy from a farm now goes to the nearest
fairly large centre for his recreation. He
may have to travel 30, 40, or 50 miles but
still seeks his recreation in this urban
environment. No longer is it a strictly
rural environment in which he lives.

At the same time we find that over the
last six years or so-and I made these
points in a speech earlier in the session
-there has been a dramatic increase in
the number of juvenile misdemeanours,
criminal actions, and Incidents of delin-
quency; a special police report is at
present being prepared because of the
very rapid growth in juvenile delinquency,
in drug traffic-and this has occurred
relatively recently-and in the incidence
of illegitimate births and venereal disease.
It is of interest to note that from 1955
to 1960 the incidence of venereal disease
fell while from 1960 to 1965 it rose in the
male population by 600 per cent. and in
the female population by 340 per cent.
These figures indicate the changed way of
life of our youth.

The reasons for this are obvious. The
post-war bubble of young people is with
US. The great influx of migrants into
this State, particularly those from Europe,
has changed many of our attitudes. With
full employment, young people have more
money to spend and this gives them
greater independence from their parents.
The higher educational facilities now en-
joyed which were not available to earlier
generations, often make them at variance
with their parents because they are often
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able to obtain better employment and also
they consider they have a better grasp of
situations than have their parents.

Many are confused because of the inter-
national situation, particularly in Viet-
nam, and they are not sure where they
are going. All these things have tended
over the last six years or so, to make the
situation of youth in this State, as else-
where, different from what might have
been expected backit n the early 1960s.

What happens to this $500,000 or so
which the Government provides? Firstly,
it would appear that very few studies of
Youth requirements have been undertaken
in this State or in the Commonwealth.
In this country we still look to the re-
search done in the United States or the
United Kingdom, and in studying these
reports we try to associate them with the
conditions of youth in Australia, and try
to draw conclusions from these overseas
reports and try to learn lessons about our
Australian community. It is surprising we
have not at any stage undertaken deep
research into our own particular problems.

The organisations with which we entrust
most of this money In my opinion come
under the heading of stereotype organisa-
tions. Let me first of all refer to the
Junior Farmers Movement. This very
worth-while organisation was established
in the 1930s to look after rural youth.
It was established because it was considered
that young people in the country living
away from the towns were in need of special
attention. This special attention was -well
warranted. It was at a time when a
youngster, after leaving school, would get
to his local community perhaps once a
week or once a fortnight, and then by
horse and buggy. He was a "bushie".
This was often the picture of the young
country lad in the 1930s, and the Junior
Farmers Movement was well warranted and
the money well spent in trying 'to assist
this type of lad.

I am not sure whether at this stage this
particular situation still exists. From my
own experience I would say that the young
lad fromn the country now often has far
greater advantages and is far more mature
and able to find his way around, and has
on the average, a better education than
the city boy. If anything has changed, it
has brought about the reverse situation.
whereas the lad in the country in the
1930s was lost among the trees and often
unable to communicate with people, today
the lad in the city is lost among too many
people and he is the one often unable to
communicate with people.

Organisations like the scouts, police boys'
clubs, and others, were all established at
a time when a particul1ar need existed,
and as a response to that need; and all of
them were tr emendouls organisations. Each
one was established at a particular time
and for a particular purpose as seen at

that time, as were also certain religious
organisations, for example, the Salvation
Army. A need existed and these organisa-
tions were established to cater for it.
However, this situation does not neces-
sarily exist to the same degree today, but I
understand this is where most of the
money goes which is given by the Govern-
ment In its allocations.

Mr. Gayfer: Are you suggesting that If
a committee of youth organisations was
established it should disburse the money?

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, I am suggesting this.
Mr. Gayfer: To what organisations would

the money be disbursed? Would the com-
mittee consist of representatives of the
boy scouts, the Junior Farmers Movement,
and so on, and would that council dis-
burse the money to those organisatlions?

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes. Under the present
set-up, various groups apply to the Govern-
ment for allocations. These applications
are considered and the money is allocated.
I presume that the requests are checked
and that a check is made on the way the
money is spent.

Mr. Gay fer: Would you have, a committee
representative of all those organisations?

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes. The present Youth
Council is very worth-while as is also the
Junior Farmers Movement Council. Both
organisations have on them people who
have been serving youth in this State for
a long time, and the State can never repay
many of them. Their names are household
wyords because of what they have done.
However, it does not seem quite correct
to me that people who have, perhaps,
been self-trained, who have grown up In
their respective organisations, and who
have been successes in their own organisa-
tions, should finally allocate Government
money to the major youth organisations.

It appears to me that when representa-
tives of the major youth groups are al-
locating money to the major youth groups
there is not necessarily a clear apprecia-
tion of the existing needs. This is why
I suggest that the Youth Council or the
Junior Farmers Movement Council is not
the best avenue through which to allo-
cate these Government funds.

I believe that a director of youth activi-
ties in charge of a small department could
actually serve these voluntary youth
groups, which must remain, better than
the voluntary youth groups-or represen-
tatives of them-can by allocating the
finance.

I say this for the following reasons.
Firstly, a director with his small depart-
ment would be completely independent.
He would not owe anything to anyone.
The Youth Council has power to ask for
and obtain co-operation from Government
departments. However. I think it would
require some strength on the part of this
organisation to direct the Police and
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Citizens Federation, the Junior Farmers
Movement, or any other semi-Government
organisation, as far as its activities are
concerned. We must remember that the
Youth Council is a voluntary organisation.
It meets on regular occasions, but neither
it nor its chairman is employed full-time.

Let us look at the type of situation
which has developed. I was formerly an
officer of the Junior Farmers Movement
and it was my task to visit clubs in the
country. On at least one occasion I found
that in a town I was visiting there was
also a member of the youth education
branch who was visiting the clubs in the
area. Also at the same time in the dis-
trict was an inspector in charge of the
police boys' clubs. Therefore at the one
time officers from three organisations,
whose trips were all financed from Gov-
ernment money, were in the same district
looking after a small group of people.

To give the most absurd example I can
think of, I will refer to Esperance. From
Government funds an amount of $150 for
salary and $100 to cover car mileage
would be required for an officer from the
Junior Farmers Movement to visit a club
at EsPerance. Such a trip would involve a
week of his time. There is at Esperance,
a teacher who works and receives a small
remuneration under the Youth education
group. Now, the Junior Farmers Move-
ment officer who is paid by the Govern-
ment would not Call on the teacher to
whom I have referred to offer or obtain
assistance. He is there to look after one
club only.

Similarly, on another occasion, someone
from the Youth Education Council would
go out to assist that teacher, but he would
not see the junior farmers or other organ-
isations and this sort of duplication seems
absurd.

Mr. Gayfer: He would have to be a
versatile character.

Mr. TAYLOR: He should be and this
could be the case with the larger organisa-
tions. The junior farmers have five ex-
pert officers. They are highly trained
and receive very good salaries. I might
say that I once had the title of Youth
Education Officer but that was like call-
ing the rubbish collector a sanitary engi -
neer. However, there is a need to employ
highly qualified officers but to employ them
in the capacity I have mentioned does not
seem to be warranted. That seems to be
like sending a brain surgeon to a small
community and having him find that the
only job for him to do was to attend to a
cut finger.

When these highly trained officers go to
centres they are usually there for a matter
of hours and then they move on. They
spend most of their time in their cars
travelling, and the opportunity to see the
local youth is limited. If a specialist is
obtained by a certain organisation he is
usually taken to the town concerned where

he carries out the function, for which he
is employed, for one group in the town.
However, all the other groups in the town
do not come into contact with that
specialist.

To my way of thinking a director of
youth activities would be able to co-ordin-
ate these activities. He would have a far
better grasp of the situation and he would
be able to look at youth in toto. not just
at the Y.M.C.A., the Junior farmers, or the
police boys. He would not look at one
particular section but would look at all the
different groups in the State in tota. He
would be under the control of the Minister.
and if the Minister became aware of a
Problem developing in, say, a mining town,
then the director would be brought in with
all his resources to do same work in that
Particular sphere.

I believe that some officers like those
of the junior farmers could be rewardingly
employed in spending some time, say, in a
mining town for a period of about four
weeks to examine what was happening and
to see what the youth there were doing.
They could then return and report to the
Minister. Such an officer would not look
at the situation from the point of view of
the Y.M.C.A., or the police boys, or the
junior farmers. He would be a highly paid
officer and he would carry out his research
under the control of the director of youth
activities. He would be able to look at a
particular problem in a specific light.

Mr. Gayfer: Would not a director with a
city interest be inclined to push his own
barrow?

Mr. TAYLOR: No, a director of youth
activities would carry out the work at
present being done by the Youth Council.
He would receive advice from the assoCi-
ated sporting committees and associated
Youth committees. These committees are
already set up and have been in operation
for many years and, in actual fact, the
personnel of the Youth Council are the
Personnel of the Associated Youth Com-
mittee.

Instead of someone from the Y.M.C.A.,
or from the junior farmers, or from the
police boys deciding which of those orga-
nisations would receive money, the direc-
tor of youth activities would make the
decision. The organisations I have men-
tioned would be looking after their own
particular groups and would not consider
the whole mass of youth throughout the
State.

With the development taking place in
the mining areas there is a need for some
direction and a need to research youth
activities. That research should not be
carried out by any specific organisation
because those organisations are engrossed
in their own Particular spheres. The
extra cost in setting up a director of
youth activities, who would be responsible
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to the Minister, would not be very great.
The cost would be no greater than the
cast involved in the functioning of the
Youth Council. In actual fact, an ide-
pendent director would be able to obtain
the best material, and he could have
specialist officers available for all groups.
A leader training officer such as In the
Junior Farmers movement could be made
available to other youth groups.

If a leader training officer goes to a
centre lie Albany he should not train
only junior farmers, for example, but also
the other youth organisations in the town.
This could best be done by an independent
Organisation superimposed on the normal
youth clubs.

Mr. Gayfer: Would it not be better to
base district directors, under the control of
the director of youth activities, in different
areas of the State?

IMr. TAYLOR: No. The present voluntary
groups must be maintained. They do a
wonderful job and must be encouraged.
However, I believe they could be made more
efficient, at no great cast, by providing for
the director and his Organisation above
them. That group would consist of highly
qualified officers to assist the already ex-
isting groups. If necessary, the highly
Qualified officers could go out and look
at specific problems.

Mr. Gayfer: It might be as well to have
one such officer in each section of the
State.

Mr. TAYLOR: That could well be the
ease. When we have Junior farmers look-
Ing after one age group, the Y.M.C.A. look-
ing after another particular age group,
and someone else looking after another
age group, and those groups have no re-
lation, it is a very inefficient way to expend
the funds available.

I hope I have given members some food
for thought on this particular matter.
I hold the officers of the Present Youth
Council and other voluntary workers in
the highest regard. But I do believe that
the development of this State, the chang-
ing trends of Youth and Youth activities,
the Increase in vandalism and in the
mobility of youngsters, the increase of
Press publicity which encourages youth-
all those activities-make it imperative
that we examine the changing situation.

The Government is doing the right thing
in expending this large amount of money
but I believe the situation needs to be
reviewed to see that the money is spent as
efficiently as possible.

MR. JAMESON (Belmont) [-10.49
p.m.]: There are a few matters to 'which
I wish to address myself. The first is in
regard to the funds expended under the
Soil Fertility Research Act. Earlier in the

year, during the course of a debate, I men-
tioned this matter and the Minister, at
page 672 of Hans ard, had the following to
say:-

I have not the figures with me, but
they can be made available to anyone
who desires them. Figures on the
amount of money that has been spent,
and the sources through which it has
been spent, are available.

Having heard that statement I asked a
question about the figures being made
available and I was told that the accounts
were in the hands of the trustees, and
that they should be approached for the
information.

After that information had been given
to me I drew the Minister's attention to
the fact that he had made a statement
that the information would be made
available. In reply to a further Question
on the l0th September, 1969, the Min-
ister for Agriculture said-

(1) and (2) The information re-
quested must be obtained from the
trustees of the fund. The Chair-
man of Trustees, Professor E. J.
Underwood, will be overseas until
the 18th September.
As soon as the information is ob-
tained, it will be made available.

Since the position was stated then, some-
how or other I seem to have been
appointed as an agent for the Auditor-
General. A rather startling appointment
came through the mail the other day
addressed to me at my home address. It
reads as follows:-

Under the authority vested in me
under the Audit Act 1904-1966, and
the By-laws made under the provi-
sions of the Soil Fertility Research
Act, 1954-1955, I hereby appoint you
to be my representative for the pur-
pose of inspecting the books and
accounts relating to the Soil] Fertility
Research Fund.

I do not know bow I was selected to be
appointed as acting auditor-general for
this particular fund, and the appoint-
ment certainly does not comply with the
indication which the Minister last gave;
namely, that the Information would be
made available when Professor Under-
wood returned.

Mr. Nalder: On request.
Mr. JAMIESON: The Minister did not

say that.
Mr., Nalder: The honourable member

would have to apply or ask for It.
Mr. JAMIESON- I am loath to use my

time to repeat the Minister's statement,
but he said-

I have not the figures with me, but
they can be made available to any-
body who desires them.
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At a later date, when I bad reminded him
that he had said the information would
be made available, he clearly said-

As soon as the information is ob-
tained. it will be made available.

There was no suggestion that obtaining
the information would require a search on
the part of any individual member. I
think it is desirable for it to be made
available, because surely there is nothing
secretive in the information. It is like
asking a question and being told that one
can look at the files in the Minister's office.
I cannot see where any secret could be
associated with this and, surely, the Min-
ister should live up to his promise that
he will make it available. He should see
the people concerned and have it made
available. This would be preferable to
appointing a sub-auditor of some kind, in
the person of myself, to go down and
examine the books of the Soil Fertility
Research Fund to determine what is or is
not appropriate in those books.

Mr. Davies: Will the Official Secrets Act
apply?

Mr. JAMIESON: It will probably apply,
and I will probably be involved somewhere
along the line.

I would like to deal with the matter of
electoral rolls and their compilation and,
also, with the Electoral Department
generally. Earlier this year, on the 28th
August, I asked a question of the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice, as
follows:-

(1) Has any move been made in ac-
cordance with section 31 of the
Electoral Act for joint preparation
of electoral rolls with the Com-
monwealth?

(2) If not, how long is it anticipated
that this State will retain this
expensive separate enrolment
system?

(3) Other than Legislative Council
rolls for South Australia does any
other State still make up its
own rolls?

The Minister for Industrial Development
replied on behalf of the Minister for Jus-
tice as follows:-

(1) and (2) The subject of joint pre-
paration of electoral rolls with the
Commonwealth again received
consideration recently and it was
decided that the State would
maintain its own rolls at least for
the time being.

(3) Yes. Queensland.
Queensland is the other State that makes
up its roll. I shall deal with Queensland
first, because I have made a search to see
why that State maintains its own rolls. A
peculiar system has operated in Queens-
land for a long time, because the Police
Force is required to maintain the rolls. In

fact, it is part and parcel of the duties of
the police to maintain the rolls. I do not
think the Minister for Police in this State
would want this duty loaded upon police
officers here. Nevertheless, the practice
has grown up and has been maintained by
the Police Department in Queensland. It
is the duty of the police, as I have said, to
see that the rolls are in order.

I was quite convinced that the State is
being put to unnecessary expense through
the practice which is adopted in Western
Australia and, because of this conviction, I
took the trouble to check the New South
Wales Budget for electoral matters and
to compare it with our own. The position
in New South Wales is that the Electoral
Commissioner is on a salary of $12,200 per
annum. In addition, ten clerks, two cleri-
cal assistants, two shorthand typists, and
a telephonist, are employed. The total
amount allocated to the department for
salaries is $63,999 for the coming year.

Let us look at our own department The
Chief Electoral Officer in Western Australia
would probably be equivalent to the Elec-
toral Commissioner in New South Wales.
In addition, there is an Assistant Chief
Electoral Officer, seven registrars, 13
clerks and typists, and 13 temporary
officers. The estimate for this year is
$100,700.
*Surely the Premier can see how to effect

an obvious saving. He Is always saying
The Government does not have the money
to do this, or the Government does not
have the money to do that. Nevertheless,
the Government insists on maintaining
a department which is uneconomic.
unnecessary, and completely confusing to
many people. I am referring to people who
have not been accustomed to the system
of putting in electoral cards for both the
State and the Commonwealth. Many
people come from interstate and overseas
and they are completely confused on this
issue. The more one moves around elec-
torates prior to the closure of rolls for
elections, the more one realises how stupid
and confusing the system is.

Not one reason could be advanced for
not implementing section 31 of the Elec-
toral Act, which I referred to a short time
ago, under which the Governor-General
and the Governor have-the right to nego-
tiate on this matter. This has been part
and parcel of the State Electoral Act for a
very long time.

A few years ago the conditions of enrol-
ment for the Commonwealth and the State
were made exactly the same. It is at this
time that attention should have been given
to implementing the provision in the Act.
Nevertheless, Western Australia Insists on
having a separate Electoral Department
with all its supernumeraries.

I am not the only person who has shown
interest In this matter. In the days of the
Giants Commission this was one factor
which annoyed the commission very much;
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namely, to think that the State Govern-
ment allowed such an uneconomic prac-
tice to continue when there was no neces-
SitY for this amount of money to be spent.
The Grants Commission often complained
about the per capita expense of admini-
stration in Western Australia.

Doubtless this will continue if this sort
of activity takes place, In New South
Wales the Commonwealth department not
only makes up the rolls for the State and
Federal Governments, but it also makes
up rolls for the local authorities.

Mr. Cash: Does New South Wales use
a computer system?

Mr. JAMIESON: What I am saying
applies irrespective of whether a computer
is used.

Mr. Cash: The honourable member is
talking about cost, that is all.

Mr. JAMIESON: The point I am making
is that we are not saving money which
could be saved.

Mr. Cash: We will do when we use a com-
puter.

Mr. JAMIESON: It will not save the cost
of employing extra registrars, while the
Commonwealth has a registrar and a per-
manent office in each district. We will
not be saved money, because obviously
these people are necessary. Surely if a
State as big as New South Wales can
exist with a work force which is smaller
than ours, we should be able to reduce
ours substantially. Indeed, it would be of
advantage to both the Commonwealth
and the State personnel to have the system
changed to one of conjoint registration.

This is so, because when a person in,
say, the Swan Federal electorate attends
the electoral office at Victoria Park he has
to fill in a Commonwealth electoral card
and also one for the State electorate in
which he resides. If he attends the State
Electoral office he is laced with the opposite
procedure. Therefore a great deal of extra
work is being performed which is comple-
tely unnecessary. Surely it is only to
placate the desires of Cabinet for the
Government to have its own electoral
system! Any member who thinks that this
system should not be abolished immedi-
ately must have something wrong with
him and needs to see aL psychiatrist,' be-
cause he knows the system is completely
antiquated and there is absolutely no
reason to retain it.

If I ever hear the Premier or one of
his Ministers say be Is short of Money,
I will indicate quite clearly that he is
incurring unnecessary expense by perse-
vering with a complicated system that
we should not continue to maintain.

I now wish to deal with parliamentary
salaries and allowances, and particularly
with the matter of travel concessions
granted to members of Parliament. This
is an old sore with me. I hate to keep

reminding the Premier of the fact that
I first raised this question with himi in
1963, and I received a reply that the
matter would be kept in mind and would
be discussed further on his return. That
reply was contained in a letter fromn the
acting Premier dated the 11th July, 1983.
I again raised the matter in 1965, and
on that occasion the Premier replied-

TIhis matter, along with other re-
quiests for transport concessions, is
still under consideration.

This year, when I raised the issue again
and asked the Premier what had been
done, he replied-

No decision has been made. In-
quiries into intrastate travel conces-
sions granted to members of Parlia-
Menit in New South Wales and
Queensland are proceeding.

Those inquiries have certainly been pro-
ceeding for a long time.

The information is readily available to
the Premier because it is in the hands of
the officers of this Parliament, and no
doubt in the hands of the officers of his
department by virtue of the various re-
ports that have been brought down from
timne to time, including the Done comnmit-
tee report in Queensland, and whatever the
name of the report was in New South
Wale.s. All that information must be
available on file. However, very little
interest seems to have been shown in
regard to any examination being made of
this matter, In fact, there seemns to be
some unnecessary delay.

I do not know if there is any truth in
it, but I have heard it said that the Mem-
ber for KWmberlcy, who represents the
most northerly area, has already this year
exhausted the air fares made available to
him. This should not be. It is an absurd
situation that a member should be placed
in this position in this day and age.
In other States which do not have
an area as big as Western Australia travel
facilities and concessions are made avail-
able to Members, and yet the Premier of
this State is still considering what should
be done. Is there anything more absurd
when even members of his own party are
expected to do the job they are paid to
do for the benefit of the community with-
out receiving an adequate amount to cover
travelling expenses?

Surely nobody would object if the
Premier agreed to increase the travel con-
cessions that are granted to members!I
Indeed, so far as I know, the Leader of
the opposition is restricted to something
like six return fares to places within the
State during any one year. This is also
an absurdity. in fact, it is beyond a joke
in this day and age. western Australia
is a big state which is developing in all
sectors. Is it expected that members of
Parliament will unnecessarily use the air
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fares that are granted to them, and run
up a bill for the State? I do not think
there is any member amoag us who is
another Hugh Leslie, who flew for the
sake of flying.

We have reached the stage where an air-
craft is the proper mode of transport
that should be used. This means of trans-
Port is fast and should be used by mem-
bers of Parliament to carry out their
duties in a proper manner. The Premier
may be able to obtain some information
as to how often air fare concessions in
New South Wales and Queensland are used,
but I would hazard a guess that members
of Parliament do not take advantage of all
the travel concessions made available to
them in those States, because they have
to meet other expenses associated with
such travel.

If they desire to travel around their re-
spectilve States to inspect various features
which commissions consider should be in-
spected by them as members of the Legis-
lature. they should be ranted adequate
travelling facilities. and it is absurd that
these should be denied. I clearly indicate
to members that if there were a change
of Government and the policy I am ad-
vocating was not implemented Immediately
there would be a big row. It is obvious
that there Is a necessity to Increase the
travel concessions granted to members and
action shoilld be taken Immediately to
bring this about.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson, You advocate a
complete freeing of restrictions in regard
to travel concessions?

Mr. JAMIESON: The Minister was
present when I moved my motion last
year that concessions similar to those that
are granted to members in Queensland and
New South Wales should be granted to
members of the Western Australian Par-
liament. The conditions applying to the
e~ra nting, of concessions In those States are
clearly laid down. In Queensland a mem-
ber of Parliament is allowed three return
Journeys to any centre in the State In
any one year. There is a further provision
that a member on any occasion when he is
itsing an air fare Is allowed $10 a day
travelling allowance, as long as the number
of days does not exceed 10 in any one year.

In New South Wales members of Par-
liamnent are granted a similar concession.
For a while they did not enjoy a travelling-
allowance. However, the State now allows
a member of Parliament to make six single
Journeys to anywhere in the State in any
one year. Such a concession is granted to
those members who represent a district
that is serviced by aircraft. Also, such
members are allowed 40 single journeys to
any centre within the State. and in
Queensland members are permitted 36
single Journeys. plus the other concessions
that are available. All this information is
recorded. In this State, which has a much

bigger area than any of the Eastern States,
members of Parliament should be granted
similar travel concessions.

r now want to speak on salaries and
allowances paid to members. In particular
I want to touch on the commission's report
that was published last time a review was
made, because I think this is possibly an
appropriate opportunity for mue to voice
an opinion. Sufficient time has elapsed
since the report was issued, and no doubt
somte time will pass before a further ad-
justment in salaries and allowances is
made, and therefore this may be a suitable
occasion for me to contest the opinion
expressed by the commission. I consider
it is entitled to deal with what are
referred to as fringe benefits. The com-
mission contradicts itself. It states that it
seeks to make conditions for Ministers of
the Crown, but in my opinion the com-
mission does not have this responsibility.
There is no implied instruction in the Act
for the commission to take such action,
but nevertheless it did.

It then goes on to state in Its report
that it cannot do anything about applying
similar conditions to private members of
Parliament. The commission relies entirely
upon the word "remuneration" and the
definition int the Act includes salaries, fees,
and other emoluments. of course, the
reimbursement of air fares or other such
concessions is obviously the emnolument that
will be made available to any person who
is eligible to be granted such a concession.

if this can be done for Ministers, and
if a scale can be set out on the basis of
how It will be allowed, surely it can be
done for private members; because there
Is no differentiation in the Act at all be-
tween members and Ministers except in
relation to the determination of an extra
saary for the additional duties carried
out by a Minister.

So it appears to me that the tribunal
has run off the rails somewhere. Finally.
it refers to the rights and privileges corn-
raittee putting forward strong claims for
members for improved air travel condi-
tions both within the State and elsewhere
in Australia. Apparently this was advo-
cated also by members. It points out that
as the Act stands this should be left to
the Government to determine.

This aspect was determined in the case
of Ministers and I think that was unwise
because surely what the Ministers do is
purely a matter of administration. I do
not think they should be confined in
their activities in any way. But having
gone that far in the case of Ministers the
tribunal felt that it could not do any-
thing for the rest of the members because
the Act will not permit this. It accord-
ingly decided to rely on the word "re-
muneration" and its interpretation under
the Act. But when we look at paragranh
(a) of subsection (3) of section 7 of tMP
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
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Act, we find that the powers conferred on
the tribunal by this section include the
power to-

(a) determine that the remuneration
payable to Ministers of the Crown
and to officers and members of
Parliament shall continue to be
payable at the same rates re-
spectively as those at which it
is payable immediately before the
making of the determination;

(b) determine that any class or kind
of remuneration payable at the
date of the making of the dje-
termination shall, either gener-
ally or in particular cases-

(i) cease to be payable; or
(hi) be replaced by remuneration

of some other class or kind.
That is as wide as the world. It is then
suggested that private members cannot be
provided for under the provisions of the
Act but at the same time conditions are
laid down for Ministers. Apparently the
members of the tribunal failed to read
the Act, because under the Act there is
a clear instruction to-

Inquire into and make to the Minis-ter such recommendations, if any, as
it thinks fit with respect to the rates
of the allowances, fees, or emoluments
that are, or in the opinion of the Tri-
bunal should be, payable to members
of Select Committees of a House or
Joint Select Committees of Houses not
being Standing Committees.

If this applied here no doubt the Govern-
ment would pay at some rate but it would
not be paying in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Act, because the tribunal
brought down no recommendation which,
of course, it should have done.

'However, the tribunal went further than
that and delved into the position of some
allowances. As I understand the position,
one department was paying the members
the equivalent of the stamp allowance by
cheque. This was being done in order to
avoid any problems. Another department
was paying some members in this man-
ner while others were -being supplied with
stamps.

When inquiries were made into the
department paying completely by cheque,
a ruling was given that it was a cash;
emolument and the tribunal felt it had
a responsibility to move into this field.
Having done so, it placed a stupid em-
bargo on the situation that nothing could
be done in the event of the price of stamps
for ordinary letters becoming 10c instead
of 5c. So it will be seen that the whole
matter has gone haywire because of a
misinterpretation that was never really
intended by Parliament.

I hope the Premier will take notice of
these things and that some correction will
be made of the position before it gets too

far out of hand. I do not think the com-
missioners would deliberately go out of
their way to misinterpret the meaning im-
plied by the Legislature, but they have
obviously done so when applying this
system to same areas, while not applying
it to others which they should not have
missed.

Mr. Bickerton: The Premier could easily
correct that by a simple amendment.

Mr. JAMIESON: He might do that. I
would again like to mention the problems
confronting the people at Newburn. This
is an area of some 11,000 acres which has
been completely damned by Government
activity-on the one hand by the activity
of the Commonwealth Government in re-
lation to its airport, and on the other by
the activity of the State Government ini
connection with its marshalling yards and
railway complex.

Many conflicting views have been given
by Ministers and, after having expressed
these views, they have said that they had
no right to give the indications they did.
This is particularly so of the Minister for
Industrial Development who made a state-
ment some time ago saying that this area
would never he altered from its rural
allocation. Yet so far' as I can see no
reference was made at the time by the
town planning authority or' any other
authority responsible for the zoning of
such area.

To protect this aspect the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority has come
down in favour of not altering the zoning
from the rural aspect of which it was allo-
cated, even though the area is within
seven miles of the G.P.O. The situation
is quite impossible. A great number of
people are paying gigantic rates for land
which they cannot quit. The valuations
are very high and yet the people con-
cerned are stuck with the position.

I have the case of old people trying to
subdivide some of their land; to get rid
of it, because they can no longer maintain
the land in question. in the event of their
submitting a proposition to the depart-
ment they are told that nothing can be
done because the land is to be retained
for rural development. This land should
not be retained for rural development: it
should be zoned for industrial purposes,
though I would not like to name a par -
ticular type of industry.

While the Town Planning Department
realises that this area should be Part of
the area associated with the Kewdale de-
velopment, it gets over the problem by
saying there are no access roads. This
has been the cry of the Minister for
industrial Development on more than one
occasion in connection with this area.

Tfhere is nothing more stupid than to
say there are no access roads, because the
area is not completely landlocked, and it
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would not take a genius to design access
roads leading to the area and out of it.
What is happening in the meantime is
most interesting. The land is quite close
to and indeed alongside the land belong-
ing to the Icewdale Development Auth-
ority, the average price of which today-
on the basis on which valuations are de-
termined having regard to recent sales-
is $12,728 per acre. So one can imagine
the value of the land in question. Yet
it is tied up as rural land and the posi-
tion is quite hopeless. It must be released
for industrial purposes. The Government
should release it as soon as possible for
that purpose, and to ensure correct de-
velopmnent it should bring in a scheme to
include the land in the Kewdale develop-
ment project.

Some miles further out the land is be-
ing subdivided into building lots which are
filling up rapidly. Members will know the
area of High Wycombe and those areas
further out in the territory of the member
for flarling Range. This land is miles
from the city and comprises good undulat-
ing country which is not really suitable for
rural pursuits, such as pig farming and
the like, which are now considerably
limited in the metropolitan area.

I doubt very much whether any local
authority in the near metropolitan area
will issue a license for a pig farm. With
the piggeries going out of existence, the
land has to be used for some other purpose.
Some of the low-lying areas are being used
as market gardens, but even the use for
this Purpose should not be encouraged. To
make sure that the Perth Airport is not
faced with problems of flooding, the sur-
rounding land has been drained and the
water table has thereby been lowered. This
has not helped the surrounding market
gardens.

The owners of this land are stuck be-
tween the devil and the deep blue sea.
Nobody appears to want to do anything
to help them. Between 80 and 90 land-
owners in this area are affected, and they
own blocks ranging from five acres to
hundreds of acres. To illustrate how
important they regard this matter, when
a local authority election was held recently,
one board member supported a candidate
who had not been very sympathetic to the
landholders, but when the votes In the
ballot box were counted there were 92
votes for the candidate who supported their
cause. All the votes went one way.
That shows how concerned the landowners
in that area are. They have approached
the local authority which has been fobbed
off by the Town Planning Department, by
the Minister for Industrial Dlevelopment,
and by others. They do not know how the
land is to be developed. The latest pro-
posal is -that they cannot subdivide the
land into even five-acre lots, because
it is contended that houses erected on

this land will be affected by noise from
the aircraft. I would say that those houses
are not as severely affected by the noise
from the aircraft as the houses in my
locality, because they are on the side of
the airstrip.

Because some of the landowners cannot
dispose of the land, five or six of them
have built new and good types of houses
on it. obviously the owners intend to
remain there for a long time, but I cannot
see how they will be able to remain there,
engaged in a rural pursuit and having to
pay high taxes on the land. In time to
come they will have to shift, and when
they do they will no doubt finish up in a
poor financial Position.

I now turn to the question of water
supplies for the metropolitan area. I have
asked a question of the Minister for Water
Supplies on the chlorination of the water
supply for the metropolitan area, and he
indicated that small pockets were receiving
a higher concentration of chlorinated
water than they should.

Mr. Davies: He has been questioned
many times on that.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is so, but he can-
not see any way out of it. I have been
told by the experts of the department
that in this State the concentration of
chlorine that is added to the water is not
as high as that added to the supplies in
the Eastern States. As I have seen the
number of dead sheep in the Murray River
where the Adelaide water supply comes
from I do not wonder at that statement.
However, this can be said of the Adelaide
water supply: wherever water may be
drawn through the tap, one does not smell
the chlorine.

In the Cloverdale area when one fills
a glass with water from the tap one thinks
that he is in the Beatty Park Pool, because
one can taste and smell the chlorine.
Nothing seems to be done about this water.
The reason why members living north of
the river do not mention this problem
is that the water supply to their areas is
drawn from the Ring's Park reservoir, the
Mt. Bold reservoir, etc.. and this water
is aerated. When water is aerated the
chlorine content is disposed of. The con-
sumers who draw from the trunk water
mains get more than their fair share of
chlorinated water. It is unfair that some
consumers have to put up with a high
concentration of chlorine in the water,
while others are free of it.

It is surely not beyond the Ingenuity of
the department to aerate the water after
it has been chlorinated. I understand that
when water is chlorinated it can be
aerated, to remove the chlorine after It
has done its work. When it is aerated
the water can be channelled to the metro-
politan area and fed into the trunk water
mains. Very little progress is being made
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in'this direction, and consequently many
districts have to put up with the-problemn
of a high concentration of chlorine in the
water.

Further on the subject of water supplies,
on the 30th September I asked the Minister
for Water Supplies a question in relation
to gauging the flow of Ellen Brook, Jane
Brook, Brockman River, Wooroloo Brook,
Suzanna Brook, and Red Swamp Brook.
The Minister gave some information as to
the testing that had been undertaken. It
looks as though a fair capacity of water
can be dammed in the brooks in this area.
This damming will have to be undertaken
in one major scheme to channel all the
water into one trunk main comning down
the Swan Valley. to sup~ply the northern
suburbs of the metropolitan area.

The prospects appear to be very encourag-
ing as Ellen Brook has an average annual
flow of 10,300,000,000 gallons of fresh water-,
Brockman River has 26,000,000,000 gallons
of borderline waiter: Jane Brook has
4,600,000.000 gallons of fresh water:, and
Woorolno Brook has 15,900,000,000 gallons
of brackish water.

If the waters from these brooks can be
supplied through one conduit then water
of an average quality would be obtainable.
Individually the damming of the water
from each of the brooks would not be an
economic proposition. Obviously research
is required to be undertaken with a view
to damming these sources of supply. In-
vestigations should be made into this pro-
posal, because at the present time the
metropolitan area, draws its water supply
largely from the supplies in the south. al-
though a small cuantity is obtained from
the Mundaring Weir.

rue spread of population is extending to
the north of the metropolitan area. Ob-
viously there is a need to balance the water
supplies, and immediate action should be
taken to overcome the problem that exists.
I would suggest that early consideration be
given to the establishment of a compre-
hensive scheme to couple up the water
supplies from the brooks I have mentioned,
with the supplies from brooks in respect
of which gaugings have not been made, but
which are known to contain a large quan-
tity of potable water.

I would now like to refer to the lowering
of the railway line in the centre of Perth.
I think we have heard enough of this
matter. I was given to understand that
before the expiration date in May the pro-
posal would be a dead duck. I had been
informed by the engineers that the pro-
posal which was put forward would not
be a success because of the problem caused
by water pressures.

There were not enough high-rise build-
ings proposed for the railway station site.
The number would have had to be doubled

to provide sufficient counterweight to off-
set the situation to which reference has
been made. Because of that, and because
forced ventilation would be required, and
other problems would be encountered con-
cerning drainage1 it was no surprise to me
when the scheme was more or less dropped.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:. The honour-
able member has five more minutes only.

Mr, JAMIESON, I suggest that we must
do something with the railways and again
I would ask the Premier to look at the
proposition I have submitted concerning
the aligning of the railway system with
the north leg of the ring road. After I
made the suggestion originally, it was sub-
mitted to the planning experts. The Min-
ister made available to me a copy of a
minute which the experts submitted. The
main reason for their not desiring to con-
sider my proposal was that the Hamilton
interchange system was so far developed
it was felt no serious consideration should
be given to the proposal.

Mr. O'Connor: It has been looked at
again recently.

Mr. JAMIESON: In view of all the com-
plications and changes in planning of the
freeway system and the interchange
system, I believe it would be a compara-
tively simple exercise to reorient the plan.
At least higher ground would make a
reasonable cut-through possible without
any associated drainage problem.

I wish to make one last brief comment.
I listened with interest to the remarks
made recently by the Speaker on constitu-
tional problems. I hope that, before long,
wve will act on the remark made concerning
our reliance on Erskine May for guidance.
I hope that wve will establish our own
principles. We should not be influenced by
others because the circumstances and con-
ditions which prevail in this Parliament
are our business and no-one -should take
upon himself the responsibility of deciding
what we should do and what we should
not do merely because he believes he is
right.

We all know what situations would arise
if this attitude wvere adopted in a sporting
club or any other organisation. No-one
would know where he was going because
before long another person would lay down
his rules. I am satisfied that unless we get
to the stage where we know what the
Constitution is and know what it is sup-
posed to imply, we will get nowhere. If
our Constitution needs interpreting, it
should be amended

At present we are getting different views
from various people and we are not really
establishing a set of rules under which we
can properly work. No matter what point
is under discussion, whether it concerns
when the Speaker shall be in the Chair, or
when he shall be out of the Chair, or
whether it concerns any other matter, no
individual should be in a position to have
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to determine the procedure. This House of
Parliament should establish its own rules
for orderly conduct. I hope we will reach
that situation before very long instead of
continuing in the way we have in the
last year or so.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Gayfer.

House adjourned at 11.34 p.mn.

wi~thatinr Q1,1auucil
Thursday, the 6th November, 1969

The PRESIDENT (The Ron. L. C.
Diver) took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (9): ON NOTICE
1, WHEAT

Quotas
The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBB asked
the Minister for Mines:

Of the complete number of wheat
quota certificates issued by the
wheat quota committee in West-
ern Australia-
(a) what was the smallest and

the largest quotas; and
(b) will the Minister supply the

number, to the nearest hund-
red bushels of farmers re-
ceiving a wheat quota in each
of the quotas?

The Hon. A. P. GRIPFITH replied:
(a) Largest-250,331 bushels.

Smallest-25 bushels.
(b) It is not clear what Is meant

by the honourable member's
question.

2. RAILWAYS
Speed Restrictions: Coolgardie to

Esperance

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked
the Minister for Mines:
(1) Are speed restrictions still in force

on the railway line between Cool-
gardle and Esperance?

(2) If so-
(a) at what places;
(b) for what distances do they

apply; and
(c) to what speeds are the trains

restricted?

(3) (a) How many line repair gangs
are there between Coolgardie
and Esperance, excluding con-
struction gangs;

(b) where are they situated, and
what is the number of miles
in their area;

(c) what is the required numeri-
cal strength of each gang;

(d) in what proportion of full
strength are they; and

(e) what is the manpower turn-
over In the gangs?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) 404 miles 60 chains to 415

miles 00 chains restricted to
15 mn.p.h.
417 miles 00 chains to 421
miles 00 chains restricted to
20 mph.
464 miles 00 chains to 470
miles 00 chains restricted to
20 m.p.h.
566 miles 40 chains to 57?
miles 40 chains restricted to
20 mn.p.h.
582 miles 40 chains to 583
miles 00 chains restricted to
15 m.p.h.

(b) and (c) Answered by (a).
(3) (a) 6.

(b) Coolgardie 29 miles.
Widgiemcoltha 37 miles.
Pioneer 30 miles.*
Norseman 43 miles.
Salmon Gums 68 miles.
Esperance 36 miles.

(c) Coolgardie 13.
Wldgiemooltha 10.
Pioneer 9.'
Norseman 14.
Salmon Gums 15.
Esperance 12.

(d) Coolgardle 6.
Wldgicmooltha 7.
Pioneer Nil.'
Norseman 15.
Salmon Gums 9.
Esperance 10.

(e) From the 1st January, 1969.
to date the turnover has been
as under-
Coolgardie 10 on 14 off.
Wldgiemnooltha 28 on 27 off.
Pioneer 11 on 19 off.
Norseman 22 on 17 off.
Salmon Gumns 22 on 22 off.
Esperance 12 on 14 off.

*Pioneer length taken over tem-
porarily by Widgiemooltha, and
Norseman gangs pending formal
disbandment of Pioneer which
will nut be reformed.

3. This question was postponed.
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